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Sunnyside is a mostly residential neighborhood with a small

commercial area and one of the world’s largest community

colleges. Nearby neighborhoods include Glen Park, New Mission

Terrace, Westwood Park, and Miraloma Park. RRRRR

\

President’s

Message

If you’ve received this newsletter through hand-

delivery, please consider joining today. A lot of good things

spring from our neighborhood association and many of

these things are accomplished through this annual fee.

Membership forms are on page 7.

President's Message, continued on page 2

Sunnyside is a wonderful place

to live. But do you know the official

boundaries of the Sunnyside District?

In short they are: Ridgewood Av-

enue, Mangels Street, Baden Street
and I-280.

We have great neighbors and the

association is building enthusiasm

through its quarterly meetings and

projects. So if you didn’t know that

you lived in Sunnyside, please give

our Sunnyside Neighborhood Asso-

ciation a try.

During the first quarter of each

year we conduct our annual member-

ship drive and this year’s is now

underway. The Sunnyside News

newsletter is a vital link for the

neighborhood and is mailed four

times a year to paid members. Also,

we now mail a quarterly meeting

notification postcard to members to

remind you of upcoming meetings

and describe the meeting topic.

All of this is yours for a small

annual membership fee of $10 - a

bargain in today’s world!

Where Is Sunnyside?

by Don Price
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President's Message, continued from page 1

Your contributions to Sunnyside News of

news, features or letters to the editor are strongly

encouraged.  Please mail items to  SNA, PO Box

27615, San Francisco, CA 94127, or contact

Rita Evans, 587-6234, 558-0359.

Deadline for the next issue is April 20.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

assumes no responsibility for the statements and

opinions expressed in Sunnyside News.  Editorial

views do not necessarily represent the official

position of SNA. RRRRR

Sunnyside News

by Rita Evans

Have you lived in the Sunnyside district for

50 years? For an upcoming issue of Sunnyside

News, I’d like your recollections of what the

neighborhood was like in 1945, after World War

II and before Interstate 280.

Do you still live in the same house? What

merchants do you remember doing business

with? What were the schools like? What build-

ings were there then that aren’t there now? How

many people on your block owned cars? Where

did you work and how did you get there? What

do you do in your free time?

Excerpts from your responses will appear in

a future issue. Make sure we hear your story!

For a look at some beautiful wildflowers,

take a stroll through the hillside southwest of the

eucalyptus grove on the Judson corner of the

City College campus. Neighborhood residents

have been planting and tending the hillside for

the past few years, and the result of their effort is

a lovely burst of spring colors. RRRRR

You also can pick up a copy of Sunnyside

News at Safeway on Monterey Blvd.... much

thanks to the management of Safeway for their

continued support.

*   *   *

Some other good news — the association

has been working hard on parking and other

traffic issues in Sunnyside. At our February

meeting the City Department of Parking and

Traffic presented a plan to install parking meters

on Monterey Blvd. This will help us all by

turning the available spaces on a more regular

basis and encouraging new merchants to come

into our neighborhood.

Also, discussion is underway to make

Foerster and Judson a three-way stop; put

crossing lights on Phelan Avenue; and look at

ways to reduce problems at the Phelan/Judson

curve. In addition, many neighbors resolved

specific block-by-block issues at the February

meeting. (See related story on page 3).

We will invite the City parking and traffic

people back again, probably in November, to

reveal the results of on-going surveys. With City

College as our largest neighbor, we must always

keep our guard up about parking and traffic

problems.

*   *   *

Lately, something is brewing at the former

site of the Chevron gas station (corner of

Monterey and Ridgewood). We will be meeting

with the architects, along with the Westwood

Park Association, to discuss preliminary plans

for some sort of building. The specifics will be

reported at the May 9 association.

Please join us and try a meeting. They are

one hour long, to-the-point, and we are getting a

lot done. Hope to see you there! RRRRR

From the Editor
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About 25 neighbors turned out for SNA's

February meeting to hear a representative of the

Department of Parking and Traffic and to dis-

cuss related neighborhood concerns.

Meters on Monterey

Cheryl Liu, an engineer with DPT’s Traffic

Engineering Division, presented the results of

several surveys which DPT has conducted

during the past year at the request of SNA. The

first survey arose from the bad parking situation

in Sunnyside’s shopping district on Monterey

Blvd. Merchants and shoppers both have com-

plained that business is hurt by a lack of available

short-term parking spaces. Existing parking

regulations regarding how long a vehicle can be

parked are not enforced, and there is limited

turnover in the spaces during the day.

DPT did a feasibility study to determine

whether parking meters or diagonal parking on

Monterey would help the situation. Diagonal

parking was rejected since two traffic lanes on

Monterey would be lost, and there would be no

net gain in spaces. Parking meters, however,

appear to be a possibility.

Liu said that since most merchants are on

the south side of Monterey, DPT would prefer to

put meters on that side only. Residents sup-

ported this idea, and added that several spaces

on the north side are small and not appropriate

for meters. A 2-hour time limit for most meters,

with perhaps a few 30-minute meters, was

proposed. Meters would be installed from

Ridgewood to Foerster. Don Price asked about

having one or two meters installed on Foerster

and Genessee as well.

Several residents, however, voiced concern

that if parking enforcement in the neighborhood

isn’t greatly improved, the meters will have no

effect. Liu responded that having the meters is

greater incentive for DPT to do better enforce-

ment.

A voice vote showed unanimous support

for installing meters as proposed. Liu outlined

the approval process, now that DPT knows the

neighbors support the idea. DPT Engineering

Division will discuss and vote on it; if approved,

it will go to an inter-departmental review.

Stop Signs on Foerster at Judson

The next survey involved a request to make

the Judson/Foerster intersection an all-way

(three-way) stop. Cars travel at a high rate of

speed on Judson, the street narrows from four

Meters on Monterey,

Neighborhood Traffic

And Parking Problems

Discussed at SNA Meeting

Parking and Traffic, continued on page 4

Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.

President - Don Price, 469-7307

Vice-President - Dave Wall, 239-2338

Treasurer - Rita D’Amico, 587-8996

Secretary - Kasey Asberry, 586-1718

Please contact any SNA board member if

you wish to discuss neighborhood concerns,

or attend SNA's next meeting, May 9.

For Sunnyside News or membership informa-

tion, call Rita Evans, 558-0359. RRRRR
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Muni buses now do not have to stop when

turning on to Foerster, and this could be seen as

an impediment to mass transit.)

Phelan - Pedestrian Safety

Two problems on Phelan Avenue were next

on the agenda. The combination of high speed

traffic and a huge number of pedestrians on

Phelan has been a lethal one, and SNA asked

DPT to consider installation of crossing lights.

DPT looked at three locations on Phelan, and

determined that the crosswalk near the reservoir

driveway is most in need of a crossing light.

DPT assigned a high rating to the project,

but other trouble spots in the city rate even

higher. Also, the very high cost of installing a

light ($80,000 -$100,000), and the fact that it

requires approval from the board of supervisors,

means that only three or four lights are installed

in San Francisco each year. Don Price asked that

SNA’s request be put in the queue, and perhaps

something can be done in four or five years.

The other problem on Phelan is the Phelan/

Judson curve, a very odd intersection that has

been the site of many traffic and pedestrian

accidents. Cars speed up Phelan, then roar

around the corner and a confusing right-of-way

pattern makes things worse. Several residents

suggested steps which would improve safety. No

action was agreed on, and DPT was asked to

look into problems at the intersection and

possible solutions.

Parking, Parking, Parking

The issue of enforcement of parking regula-

tions came up repeatedly, as it did throughout

the meeting. From blocked driveways to vehicles

parked in one spot for days at a time, Sunnyside

neighbors expressed their frustration with the

parking problems brought on by City College

and lax enforcement. A representative from

DPT's Enforcement Division was scheduled to

attend the meeting, but did not show up.

Parking and Traffic, continued from page 3

lanes to two at the intersection, and a steep hill

beginning at the intersection greatly restricts

sight lines.

Following some discussion, a voice vote

was again unanimous in favor of installing stop

signs on Foerster at Judson, both east- and west-

bound. Liu said the proposal would be voted on

at DPT’s Engineering Division the following

week, and she expected a favorable outcome.

Rita Evans will be SNA’s contact with DPT

regarding the stop sign issue.

(Update - Liu reported on February 23 that

the Engineering Division had approved it, and it

would go on for inter-department review. That

review will have to take into account the fact the



Page 5Winter 1995

concerns. Our thanks also to DPT for respond-

ing to SNA’s request for help.

The meeting adjourned; next SNA meeting

is scheduled for Tuesday, May 9. RRRRR

There were many complaints about slow

response or no response from DPT, especially

when blocked driveways are involved. What’s

the point, one neighbor asked, of paying $55 to

have your driveway tips painted red and sten-

ciled by DPT when no one tickets violators?

Chronic problems such as the nightly illegal

parking on Genessee across from Emmy’s and

blocked driveways near Donoghue’s are ignored.

Someone noted that parking enforcement in

West Portal is vigilant; why can’t we have the

same level of service in Sunnyside, where thou-

sands of people pour into the neighborhood each

day because of City College?

SNA President Don Price encouraged

neighbors to be the squeaky wheels that get the

grease - be persistent in calling DPT (553-1200),

and ask to speak to a supervisor if you’re not

getting a response. He said that we’ll try again

to get someone from the Enforcement Division

to come to a meeting later this year.

Other Concerns

Neighbors attending the meeting were then

given an opportunity to voice any specific

concerns apart from those already discussed.

The need for stop signs at Monterey and

Genessee was discussed. Residents near Congo

and Monterey noted that traffic usually exceeds

the posted 30 mph on Monterey, making it

difficult and dangerous to cross at Congo.

A resident asked about making the 100

block of Staples one way, and Liu said that

submitting a petition signed by 51% of the

residents in favor of the idea was the first step to

making the change. Someone asked about the

trucks and other commercial vehicles which have

been parking near Judson and Foerster, and a

neighbor attending the meeting had the name of

the person in DPT to contact about restricting

commercial parking.

SNA wishes to thank Cheryl Liu for her

clear presentation of the results of the surveys,

and for staying to hear neighbors’ specific

Sunnyside Ups
Step Up to the Plate,
Bring Baseball
To Neighborhood Kids

Springtime - time for baseball, and time for

kids in Sunnyside to be practicing their fielding,

perfecting their throwing, and stepping up to the

plate to hit one out of the ballyard.

Last year Sunnyside residents Rich and

Patty Philliposian organized the Sunnyside Ups,

a neighborhood baseball team with players from

Sunnyside and St. Finn Barr elementary schools.

The team plays in a city league with teams
organized through playgrounds and recreation

centers.

The Sunnyside Ups can be seen practicing

at Sunnyside School on Saturday mornings. In

addition to coaching the team, Patty and Rich

also held a day-long baseball clinic at the school

last year. This is a great example of a neighbor-

hood activity which teaches kids teamwork and

playing by the rules, while at the same time

keeping them away from less wholesome activi-

ties.

The team is operated on a shoestring

budget, and donations are most welcome. The

Sunnyside Ups could use contributions for

uniforms, a pitching machine and trophies. For

more information, please call 587-0949. RRRRR
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BARBER CLIPS

Local Humor and Wisdom

As Collected in the Sunnyside

by Ron the Barber

Abaham Lincoln’s birthday, February 12. The

man they named logs after.

Laughter has no foreign accent.  - Paul Lowney

Wealthy people miss one of life’s great thrills -

making the last car payment.

This old man was showing his friend his new

hearing aid. The friend asks, “What kind is it?”

The old guy said, “It’s 5:30.” RRRRR

Why is it that when a person bounces a check,

the bank charges them more of what they al-

ready know we don’t have any of?

Q: How do you get a man to do sit-ups?

A: Put the remote control between his feet.

How’s that again? Ad for a Mexican restaurant:

“Melted cheese in a flour tortilla, topped with

chili, sour cream and glaucoma.”

After taking care of a couple of customers the

barber said, “I better sweep up, I might trip and

get a hair-line fracture.”  - Ron Davis

When You See Trash,
Call Public Works Dept.

by Bob Abra

I don’t know about you, but I’ve been

noticing quite a bit of garbage is getting dumped

in our neighborhood lately. The sites I most

often come across are along Circular Drive by

the freeway and at the top of the Judson Avenue

hill.

Those anti-social individuals who treat our

neighborhood like this can threaten to over-

whelm your trash can. Don’t despair — help is

at hand from the city!

Call the SF Public Works Department,

Street Environmental Services at 695-2017 and

they will send a crew to clear up the mess. The

individual I dealt with was helpful and courteous

and, even though she apologized that they

couldn’t get to it for a couple of days, the trash

was gone that night.

So next time you see something left on the

street that’s too large or too messy for you to

deal with, don’t wait for someone else to take

care of it — give the city a call and help make

the Sunnyside an even more pleasant place to

live! RRRRR
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R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association dues are payable annually, in March. Dues are $10 per house-

hold. If you paid dues prior to July 1, 1994, your 1995 dues are now due. (SNA member, check your

mailing label for the date you last paid dues.)

Please help us keep our membership mailing list up-to-date by remitting your dues as soon as pos-

sible. Thank you! RRRRR

Send your check to: Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn., PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127.

Make checks payable to SNA.

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________ Zip Code ________

Phone____________________________ I want to volunteer ________________________

SNA 1995 Meeting Schedule

Tuesday, May 9

Tuesday, September 12

Tuesday, November 14

SNA meets at 7:30 pm in the Sunnyside

School auditorium, 250 Foerster Street

(between Flood and Hearst).

SNA holds quarterly meetings in February,

May, September, and November. All neigh-

borhood residents are cordially invited to

join their neighbors at our SNA meetings.

Please join us each quarter!     RRRRR

Treasurer’s Report

SNA Treasurer Rita D'Amico reports

that SNA is in good financial shape.

Beginning balance, 11-9-94

$2605.65

Expenses (newsletter, meeting notice,

postage)

$418.73

Income (dues and interest)

$228.40

Balance, 2-15-95

$2415.32
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

Return Your Affadavit;
Save Money on Toilets

Stop the Thieves,
Recycle in the Morning!

The SF Water Department sent all residents

an affidavit a few months ago regarding water

conservation devices in your home. If you

haven’t completed the affidavit and sent it in, be

sure to do so to avoid penalties.

Also, if you’re thinking about replacing a

toilet in your home, now is the time to do it.

With some restrictions, SFWD is offering a

rebate of $37.50 when you purchase an ultra-

low flow toilet.

It's essential that you apply for the rebate

before buying the new toilet. You should have

received a brochure describing the program; or

contact SFWD's water conservation department,

923-2676. RRRRR

Sunset Scavenger has had a convenient

curbside recycling program in place the past

couple of years, but people stealing recyclable

material from bins are creating a problem.

Waste disposal companies need the income

from selling aluminum, glass and other material

to pay for the recycling program. When people

steal these items, it hurts the city’s aggressive

recycling effort.

The best thing you can do to thwart the

thieves is to put your bin out in the morning, not

at night. Sunset discourages residents from

confronting people who steal recyclables, but if

you can get a license plate number, report it to

the police. RRRRR


