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President’s
Message

President's Message, continued on page 7

Hello again from the board of the Sunnyside

Neighborhood Association!

This will be some members’ second newsletter

in a matter of three months so let me explain our

publication and distribution schedule.

The Association depends on paid dues from

members to print and distribute Sunnyside News and

it isn’t cheap. Beginning with this issue, all members

will be mailed, first class, a newsletter every Spring

and Fall.

We also will arrange for hand-delivery of

Sunnyside News to all residents each Spring.  We

want to let everyone know there is a neighborhood

association and who we are. They have the opportu-

nity to join SNA, and it’s been a great way to

increase membership.

The association is enjoying its highest member-

ship level and best meeting attendance in years. This

is really important because SNA cannot operate

without the support, both financial and through

meeting attendance, of its members. We are in good

shape and I truly hope we can keep it this way so we

can continue be effective in dealing with The City or

City College. Here is where membership numbers

really matter.

So, if you’re not already a member, please take

a moment to review Sunnyside News and please

join us! Fill out the form on page 7 and enclose a

check for $10 for a one-year membership.  It is

inexpensive by design so all can join. Members also

receive first-class mailings of meeting announce-

ments or special meeting notices. You also can check

the Sunnyside Line voicemail number, 331-1500

x100, for information.

SNA was founded in 1975 by a group of

neighbors who wanted to make a difference. Back

then, Sunnyside was full of kids running and playing,

great Halloween nights, fiestas at the church on

Edna, and many other community-based activities.

In today’s busy world, people just don’t seem to have

as much time, and there are many fewer kids in the

1998 SNA Meetings

May 12
October 13

The Sunnyside Neighborhood Associa-

tion meets on the second Tuesday of Febru-

ary, May and October.
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

meetings are held at 7:30 pm. We recognize
that people live busy lives, so we keep our

meetings to just one hour.
Meet your neighbors and hear informa-

tive speakers at Sunnyside Elementary
School, 250 Foerster (between Flood and

Hearst). RRRRR

R R RR R RR R RR R RR R R
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This fella owned a lot of sheep. He wanted to get

them across an ice-covered river, but when the lady

who owned it said, “No way!” he promised to marry

her. And that’s how he pulled the wool over her ice.

I’ve been trying to cross a centipede with a chicken

so everybody can have a drumstick.

How about this: an answering machine attached to

your car phone that says you’re not in because

you’re at home.

A fellow walking through the park saw an old man

playing checkers with a dog. “Wow!” the young man

exclaimed, “That’s got to be the smartest dog in the

world.” The old man shook his head. “He ain’t so

smart. I already beat him two out of three games.”

“What am I supposed to do with this?” asked the

motorist after the clerk gave him a receipt for his

speeding ticket fine. “Keep it.” the clerk replied,

“With four of them, you get a bicycle.”  RRRRR

BARBER CLIPS

Local Humor and Wisdom

As Collected in the Sunnyside

by Ron the Barber

It’s a real pleasure editing and producing the

Sunnyside News. I’m sure a lot of that comes from

how much I enjoy this neighborhood and working

with the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association.

My husband and I joined SNA about ten years,

shortly after we bought our house. I didn’t realize

then how important it is for this area to have a strong

neighborhood association to deal effectively with City

College, the country’s largest community college, and

the City’s various departments and personnel.

I’d like to mention two particularly notable

SNA achievements in the past decade.

The association led a citywide campaign to

keep the old reservoirs adjacent to the City College

campus available for student parking, relieving some

of the enormous parking pressure on our neighbor-

hood streets.

SNA waged a lengthy, successful battle to

preserve the Judson hillside and eucalyptus grove on

City College’s campus as open space. Just think

what that area would be like had the college pre-

vailed and built a huge shop/warehouse fronting on

Judson, with tractor trailers clogging our already

congested streets.

On a smaller level, we have now have a Stop

sign at Judson and Foerster, making this previously

dangerous intersection much safer. The Department

of Parking and Traffic is much more responsive to

calls from neighbors about blocked driveways and

abandoned cars. And we’ve had a series of success-

ful SNA-sponsored neighborhood garage sales.

Become part of our group! If you’re not

already an SNA member, invest $10 in keeping your

neighborhood such a fine place to live. Come to our

meetings in Febraury, May and October, get to know

some of your neighbors, and take part in our discus-

sions. Receive Sunnyside News twice a year, and

keep up with what’s going on in your neighborhood.

We’d love to have you join us!  RRRRR

From the Editor

Neighbors Encouraged
to Join SNA, a Group
with a Great Track Record

by Rita Evans
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Sunnyside NERT Alert
It’s the middle of the night and suddenly you’re

roused out of bed by a loud explosion. You see

flames shooting from a building just two houses

away.

Would you know what to do? Would you know

what to do if you tried to call the Fire Department

and found out your phone didn’t work?

This is just one of dozens of scenarios that

could be played out in case of disaster – earth-

quakes, fires, explosions or other natural disasters.

And it’s the just the sort of situation that the

Sunnyside NERT (Neighborhood Emergency Re-

sponse Team) is trained to handle.

Some people take NERT training for personal

reasons, never intending to use their skills on anyone

other than their family members, and this is fine.

Others understand that in the event of the “Big

One,” the neighborhood will best withstand the

hardship by working together.

Disasters do not choose their victims carefully,

but take down everyone in their paths. None of us

are immune to their wrath and those of us lucky

enough to miss the brunt of it are compelled to make

the difference between life and death. With training

and practice, the gravity of decision-making, confu-

sion and fear are lessened, and skills can replace

uncertainty.

The SF Fire Department is bringing NERT

Disaster Preparedness training classes back to the

heart of Sunnyside. Classes will be held at 6:30 p.m.

every Wednesday from April 15 through May 26 at

Sunnyside Elementary School (Foerster between

Hearst and Flood). A special “Thank You!” to Dr.

Margaret Penn, Principal of Sunnyside School, for all

her help in holding the training at the school.

In addition to the Sunnyside training, classes

will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays from April 26

through May 26 at Glen Park Elementary School

(Lippard between Bosworth and Joost).

Classes are free and designed to help us be

self-sufficient in times of disaster, when fire fighters,

police and other professionals are occupied with

larger emergencies. We will be on our own, and with

pre-disaster planning, we will be ready! Now is the

optimal time to prepare and share the work of

ensuring your and your neighbor’s survival.

Call the NERT program office to reserve space

in a class, 585-3459.

For information on Sunnyside NERT, call

Andrea O’Leary, 334-3601.  RRRRR

Sunnyside Neighborhood
Association

President - Don Price

Vice-President - Dave Wall

Treasurer - Rita D’Amico

Secretary/Editor - Rita Evans

If you wish to discuss neighborhood concerns,

contact the president or board members, or leave

questions or suggestions for SNA,  please call

Sunnyside Line, 331-1500 x100.Your call will

be returned within a week. RRRRR

Sunnyside News

Please contribute to Sunnyside News -- your

news, features or letters to the editor are most

welcome.

Mail items to Sunnyside News, PO Box

27615, S.F., CA 94127, or contact Editor Rita

Evans, 558-0359.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

assumes no responsibility for the statements and

opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial

views do not necessarily represent the official

position of SNA. RRRRR
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Graffiti, burglaries, and red light running led the

discussion at the Sunnyside Neighborhood

Association’s annual safety meeting, held February

10 at Sunnyside School. About two dozen neighbors

came to hear Officer Ray Ibay from the Ingleside

Police Station. As Sector Officer for our neighbor-

hood, his regular assignment is to patrol our area, and

he reported on recent crime trends and responded to

neighbors concerns.

Officer Ibay opened by saying that he and

other officers had responded to a recent call that

about a dozen people were drinking at Sunnyside

Park. The police confronted the group and confis-

cated two guns. The self-described gang members

said they had planned to fight another gang that

night. Officer Ibay commended the resident who

cared enough to call the police, saying he felt sure

that it had prevented a gunfight. This was a theme he

reiterated throughout the meeting – effective com-

munity policing requires the active involvement of

local citizens.

The police are watching for red light runners at

the intersection of Monterey and Foerster, and Stop

sign runners at Monterey and Edna. SNA President

Don Price for additional monitoring of the Judson and

Edna Stop sign, and Officer Ibay said he’d see to it.

The police are happy to give special attention to any

intersection, he said, but don’t complain if we or our

family members end up with tickets!

Burglaries and robberies

Outside the neighborhood but close to home,

several pedestrians on Bosworth and Diamond in

Glen Park were assaulted in January, and the police

were using decoys in an effort to apprehend the

perpetrators. This type of crime against people, as

opposed to crime against property, is unusual in

Sunnyside.

More typical are house and vehicle break-ins.

Officer Ibay reiterated that locking your doors and

windows, and being sure the locks are working

properly, is a first line of defense. Break-ins are

crimes of opportunity, with criminals often cruising

neighborhoods looking for likely targets. That’s

another reason, he said, for all of us to be vigilant in

Graffiti -- Let's Wipe It Out!

It’s ugly, it’s offensive, and it spreads like

a contagious disease – it’s the ubiquitous
urban blight, graffiti, and it’s in Sunnyside.

At the March meeting, a neighbor
reported that the convenience store on

Monterey was hit with graffiti, and it was still
there three weeks later. He expressed con-

cern that if it's left alone, we can expect to
see more defaced buildings on Monterey.

Officer Ray Ibay responded that Captain
Rick Bruce at Ingleside has developed

several approaches to dealing with graffiti,
including Paintover Parties. The “parties”

have juveniles convicted for graffiti offenses
spending their Saturdays painting over

graffiti.
“Call us if you see someone doing it,

and call us if you see graffiti,” he said, “and
we’ll take care of it.” The police also are

working with the District Attorney’s office to
file suit in small claims court to recover

damages from the parents of juveniles.
Neighbor Andrea O’Leary encouraged

residents to get directly involved by joining
Capt. Bruce’s Ingleside Graffiti Abatement

Task Force. Task force members receive free
paint and other supplies from the City, keep

the supplies in their vehicles, and cover up
graffiti when they see it.

If you’d like to counteract local graffiti
thugs firsthand, call Officer Bill Segale at 337-

1773.  RRRRR

March SNA Meeting

Sector Officer Ibay
Introduced; Safety
Training Scheduled
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watching our streets and watching out for our

neighbors. Don’t be reluctant to report suspicious

activity.

Vehicle break-ins are a real problem in this

area. The usual precautions of removing valuables,

storing tools out of sight, and using devices such as

“The Club” were noted.

Always file a police report if you’re a robbery

victim, even if you feel it’s not worthwhile. This is

valuable information for the police and gives them a

better idea of where to deploy limited resources.

If you’re interested in starting a block watch,

the police department will help you to coordinate it

through its SAFE program, but these are volunteer

efforts and someone has to be willing to contact

neighbors and convince them to participate.

NERT

Andrea O’Leary outlined the objectives of the

NERT (Neighborhood Emergency Response Team)

program. Sponsored by the City Fire Department,

NERT teams receive training to respond to emergen-

cies such as earthquakes, fires and explosions, with a

focus on neighborhood self-sufficiency. NERT

training will be held at Sunnyside School during April

and May – see page 3 for information on how to get

involved in this extremely important and worthwhile

program.

Last year’s Homeowner Safety Fair, which

featured earthquake retrofitting equipment and

services, was very well received, and NERT will

probably sponsor a similar program in the future.

Sunnyside Ups

Neighbor Kasey Asberry and her son Joseph

asked SNA to support the Sunnyside Ups, the

neighborhood’s youth baseball program (see page 6

for more information on the team), and SNA will

provide some financial support.

Recreation facilities

Kasey, neighbor Chris Loughran and others

described their concerns about the loss of the

neighborhood recreation center in Sunnyside Park,

the deterioration and lack of facilities at the park, and

the generally poor state of neighborhood open space.

They want to see a neighborhood that’s friendlier to

its children. Kasey urged members to contact

Recreation and Parks about the lack of resources we

get, and to complain about the lack of contact with

residents when making decisions that effect us.

Several neighbors expressed an interest in

identifying a local project, such as a park clean-up

day, or an effort to get recreation programs restored,

to be done under the auspices of SNA. This may be

the focus of the association’s May meeting – stay

tuned for more information.

R R RR R RR R RR R RR R R

The next Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

meeting will be on Tuesday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m. at

Sunnyside School – we hope to see you there! RRRRR

Has the floor of your basement disappeared

from sight? Is your car doomed to life on the street

because your garage is filled with stuff you never

use?

Well, get rid of all of that junk! Cash in on

Saturday, October 17, when the Sunnyside Neighbor-

hood Association will sponsor its fourth annual

Neighborhood Garage Sale. The association will

provide publicity, and in previous years, we have had

crowds of eager bargain-hunters in Sunnyside for our

sales.

Details will be available on Sunnyside Line and

in the Fall issue of Sunnyside News.  RRRRR

Sunnyside Garage Sale
October 17
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Sunnyside Ups is our neighborhood youth

baseball team. Started four years ago by neighbors

Rich and Patty Philliposian, the team provides a

well-supervised, safe and excellently coached

program for neighborhood youth.

With twice as many children wanting to

participate, we desperately want to have two

teams this year. These inner-city children deserve

the opportunity to participate on a quality team, in

their own neighborhood, with the focus on building

self-esteem and team and community pride.

While Sunnyside Ups is celebrating its second

consecutive City championship in the 9 and 10-year-

old division, the program is in danger of ending due to

lack of funds. The City Recreation and Park Depart-

ment had paid the $400 league entry fee for the

team, but that financial support was abruptly cut off

in 1996. (This coincided with the department closing

the neighborhood recreation center in Sunnyside

Park and turning it into administrative offices – an

action taken without notifying anyone in the neigh-

borhood!)

Rich and other volunteers from Sunnyside do all

the organization and coaching, but the team needs to

pay for uniforms, league and tournament fees, and

equipment.

Please help this community effort continue to

grow. Our children deserve a wholesome neighbor-

hood program, and your help in any amount would be

greatly appreciated. If you can help, contact Rich

Philliposian at 587-0949.  RRRRR

Are My Dues Due?

If you are already an SNA member and are

wondering if it’s time to pay your annual

dues, look at the mailing label on your

Sunnyside News. Right above your name is

a line that reads, “Dues paid through xxx.” If

the date on the label is 1998 or earlier, it’s

time to pay your dues.

If you are not an SNA member already,

please join us today!  RRRRR

Play Ball!

Sunnyside Ups Looking
For Neighborhood Support
For Youth Program

e

Homeless Cats
Need Your Help

The feral cat population at City College has

been kept under control the past few years

thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers. These

people have arranged to have many of the cats

spayed or neutered, and they feed them.

Residents sometimes contact the college

with complaints about the cats. The

administration’s usual course of action is to set

out traps. Not many of the street-wise, savvy

feral cats end up in the traps, but neighborhood

pets do. The Buildings and Grounds Dept. needs

to hear from neighbors that traps are not an

acceptable way of dealing with the feral cats.

Rosalie Wolf is one of the caring, dedicated

folks who tend to the cats, and she could use

your help. Call 469-7307 and leave a message if

you’d like to volunteer your time, or donate food

or cash. RRRRR
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R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association is $10 per year.

We need your support, so please renew now.   Make checks payable to SNA,
and send to:

 Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
PO Box 27615

San Francisco, CA  94127

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________ Zip Code________

Phone ________________________ I want to volunteer _____________________

neighborhood. With Singles, Childless Couples, Gay

and Lesbian Couples, and Seniors making up a

greater percentage of the population of Sunnyside, it

is easy to see how people became complacent about

neighborhood activities.

Now, a new generation is taking hold of

Sunnyside, as property owners and residents, and all

types of people are realizing that you get out of a

neighborhood what you put into it. This is why SNA

is succeeding today, again. We all wish to thank

those people who started SNA in the ’70s and assure

you that your association is now strong again.

We extend a special invitation to the many

Asian Americans and Asian immigrants in Sunnyside

to join and participate in our organization. If you

know someone who does not read English well,

please read some of this newsletter to that person

and encourage them to participate. I believe many

residents who can’t read English would love to know

about SNA. We hope to print a rotating Chinese/

Spanish column in future issues to enable people to

read about Sunnyside.

On a final note, I am very sorry to hear that

Chancellor Del Anderson of City College of San

Francisco is retiring after only three years at the

school.  She is a wonderful and understanding

woman we are sorry to lose her as a neighborhood

friend.  We can only hope our next Chancellor (a

nationwide search is on now) will be as accessible

and understanding as Dr. Anderson was.

Your tax dollars pay for City College, so I

encourage all Sunnyside residents to call the office of

the board of regents for CCSF and tell them you

expect the new chancellor to be sensitive to neigh-

borhood issues.  And tell ‘em SNA sent you!

Best for the coming Spring and Summer!  RRRRR

President's Message, continued from page 1
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

R R R R R Sunnyside - A Great Place to Live! R R R R R

Sunnyside is located in south-central San

Francisco near City College. Neighborhood

boundaries are Mangels, Baden, Circular,

Havelock, and Ridgewood.

We hope you will join the Sunnyside Neigh-

borhood Association today!


