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Fall 1999

by Don Price

Hello again, and a happy Autumn! A lot is

happening in Sunnyside and I hope each of you

will find something in this newsletter that sparks your

interest.

Three new SNA groups are up and running:

The CCSF Judson Hill Improvement Committee; the

Monterey Blvd. Improvement Committee; and the

Sunnyside Conservatory Park Improvement Commit-

tee.  In addition, there is the Sunnyside Park Group

which is separate from SNA. All four need your

support to really improve their respective areas of

Sunnyside. Volunteer opportunities abound.  Every-

thing from clean-up days, to administration of grants,

and everything in between. Not a lot of time is

required, either, as meetings are held bi-monthly and

the work is varied. These are long-term projects; it

will take about 1-3 years to initiate real change in

these four corners of Sunnyside. If these projects are

to have a true impact we really need your involve-

Send Your E-mail Address

SNA is online, and we’d like to add your e-mail
address to our database. Please include it on
your membership renewal, or send it to

Sunnyside-Association@INAME.com.

SNA Meetings

October 12, 1999
February 8, 2000

The Sunnyside Neighborhood Association meets on
the second Tuesday of February, May and October.
Meet your neighbors, find out what's going on in
Sunnyside and hear informative speakers. SNA
meets at 7:30 pm., Sunnyside Elementary School,

250 Foerster. Please join us!

ment. If they come to fruition, these projects offer

improved property values. To volunteer, call SNA at

415-331-1500 x100 and leave a message.

The year 2000 will mark Sunnyside Neighbor-

hood Association’s 25th anniversary - Happy Birth-

day to us all!  In 1975, a core group of dedicated

neighbors founded SNA making today’s SNA

possible, and our thanks to all of these folks who are

reading this! SNA in 2000 is a viable membership

group with the improved future of Sunnyside as its

mission and the ear of city hall as a resource. By

paying your dues, you allow this newsletter to

happen, and meeting notices to be mailed out. If your

dues are due...please pay them, as we will be

dropping all unpaid members next month from our

mailing list.

SNA will continue to work in the next decade

to make Sunnyside even better than it is today. Have

a great autumn! Hope to see you soon at an SNA

meeting! RRRRR

President’s
Message

Sunnyside News

RRRRRVol. 1, No. 80

Voice of the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
25 Years of Neighbors Helping Neighbors, 1975-2000
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Dear Editor,

When we bought our home in Sunnyside in

1991, we were naive but excited to have a park

across the street for a future family. As our family

grew, we saw how the park was inadequate and

unsafe for children and people of all ages (unless you

like graffiti, deal drugs or drink at 1 am). On

Monterey Blvd., businesses were closing and graffiti

was increasing. Many neighborhood homes and

streets were in need of some TLC.

I am please to say I have seen many exciting

things happening in the neighborhood the past couple

of years. When a few neighbors get together they

can make a big difference. They worked with the

park to reopen the recreational center, make bath-

rooms available, create new programs for youth,

increase security in the park, improve grounds and

facility maintenance and bring neighbors together to

better “our” neighborhood park. Volunteers secured

two grants totaling $35,000 for more community

things in the park, like installing picnic tables and a

grill, etc. (currently on hold). The sprinklers are now

working, the park is cleaner, unsafe play equipment

has been removed, a safer fence is in place. The

landscaping and cleanliness is starting to get under

control and we have people returning to the park.

The park wasn’t the only thing that changed.

More people are looking for a neighborhood and are

willing to work to make it just that - helping remove

graffiti on their own blocks, forming neighborhood

watch programs (very easy to do), joining the

neighborhood association and helping on various

neighborhood committees. I am proud of our little

community for staying in touch with City College

affairs, organizing neighborhood garage sales, saving

the Judson Avenue hill, working with and supporting

merchants on Monterey Blvd., and revitalizing the

Conservatory on Monterey Blvd. and the Sunnyside

Park. We are supporting the local schools and asking

the city leaders for better services. Our biggest

neighborhood and volunteer efforts are through the

planting of trees through Friends of the Urban Forest

to improve our environment.

I appreciate living in a small neighborhood in

which neighbors are helping each other. I hope my

children will continue to learn about citizenship

through the things that I have done to help make my

neighborhood a better, safer and cleaner place to

live. I encourage Sunnyside neighbors to get involved

in one way or another to keep this trend going into

the next millenium. Remember “it takes a entire

village to raise a child” and it also takes the entire

village to make a community!

Chris Loughran- Mangels Ave.

Letter to the Editor

Sunnyside News

Your news, features or letters to the editor are

welcome. All letters must be signed. Contact editor

Rita Evans, never@sirius.com, or at SNA, PO Box

27615, SF, CA, 94127.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association assumes

no responsibility for the statements and opinions

expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial views do not

necessarily represent the official position of SNA. RRRRR

Sunnyside Neighborhood
Association

President - Don Price
Vice-President - Dave Wall
Treasurer - Rita D’Amico

Editor/Secretary - Rita Evans

If you wish to discuss neighborhood concerns,
contact the president or board members, or leave
questions or suggestions for SNA,  please call
Sunnyside Line, 415-331-1500 x100.Your call
will be returned within a week.

SNA’s e-mail address: To contact us via e-mail,
please send your message to:
Sunnyside-Association@INAME.com.

As always, you can also reach us at PO Box
27615, SF, 94127.  RRRRR
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Sunnyside Park Adopts
Formal Structure

In 1998 residents of Sunnyside and Miraloma

helped to form a group to look after Sunnyside Park.

This was an unstructured group of volunteers and

included many SNA members. It was agreed to by

the majority, in a democratic vote in September, that

the group was at a crossroad and a more formalized

structure was needed to take the group where it

wanted to be in the future. At the October meeting, a

Board of Regents was elected which include a

president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and

member-at-large. These people will guide the park

into 2000 with the assistance of a paid/voting mem-

bership (election held after our newsletter deadline).

Of primary concern is that the park continue to

attract families, pets, children, adults, and all

Sunnyside users who need a quiet safe place to play.

The goal of the board is to insure democratic meet-

ings and to represent the residents of Sunnyside,

Westwood Park, Miraloma Park, and Glen Park

concerning the future of the park.  Meeting dates

and times are on the Sunnyside line 415-331-1500

x100.  RRRRR

Improvement Groups
Looking for Volunteers

value in Sunnyside now topping the $300,000 mark, it

will be improvements like a shopping district that will

add value in the future. The group’s mission:

♦ Have the street and the median main-

tained/replanted

♦ Get more merchants to lease space or

improve quality of stores

♦ Find additional parking so stores will come

in and stay—and shoppers can park

♦ Keep the sidewalks free of litter and have

them steam-washed periodically

♦ Develop a theme for the area ( like:

Monterey Village, etc.)

♦  Encourage merchant participation

Through these preliminary goals, SNA hopes

that a viable committee will surface—one that can

really get the job done.  If interested please e-mail us

or call the Sunnyside line 415-331-1500 x100.  R R R R R

Monterey Blvd.

An Improvement Committee of SNA will focus

on the renaissance of Monterey Blvd. as a shopping

district. The group will meet bi-monthly - check the

Sunnyside line for dates, times, and locations.

We hope merchants and neighbors living on

Monterey will attend meetings and participate in this

long-term re-development planning process.  All

Sunnyside residents are also encouraged to partici-

pate, as our shopping area is important to everyone

—and our property values. With the average home

CCSF Judson Hill

An  SNA Improvement Committee will focus

on the CCSF Judson Avenue. Formed in July, the

committee will work with diverse groups of people to

secure the Judson hillside as open space forever. The

groups include SNA, CCSF biology department,

CCSF horticulture department, CCSF Center for

Habitat Restoration, Sunnyside neighbors, and CCSF

faculty and staff. SNA hopes that the site can be

saved as open space via a memorandum-of-under-

standing with CCSF, or a simple title transfer to the

SF Dept. Parks and Recreation, or to a private

foundation for public land.  If this important step

takes place, we will then work to plant the hillside

with native plants and trees, for educational and

pleasure use, and with community gardens.

Anyone with an interest in native plantings,

gardens, grant writing, or simply keeping the hill

safeguarded for future generations, is welcome to

participate.  Meeting dates, times, and locations will

be on the Sunnyside line, 415-331-1500 x100. As an

example of the proposed use, see the stunning

gardens at the base of the hill by Marston Circle.

Here you will see several years of volunteer work in

bloom.

Three Improvement Committees have been

formed to address the Judson Hill open space,

Monterey Blvd. and the Sunnyside Conservatory.

See page 4 for Conservatory news.
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Sunnyside Conservatory
Blooms again!

What is that unusual wooden building, sur-

rounded by tall palm trees and dense foliage,

on the north side of the 200 block of Monterey

Boulevard? Wonder no more! This 100 year-old,

landmark-status, city-owned property with a rich and

fascinating history is now regularly open for our

enjoyment!

When Sunnyside was quiet farmlands, a few

large homes were built in the area. The Taylors built

the adjacent properties in 1891 and sold them to

W.A.Merralls in 1898. Merralls built the Conserva-

tory for $7000 and stocked its grounds with rare and

exotic plants including many palm trees. You can still

see the tall circular tower on the adjacent house

which was his rotating astronomical observatory.

Following Merralls’ bankruptcy in 1919, the Van

Becks purchased the home. To their amazement,

they discovered the densely overgrown Conservatory

by Arnold Levine

Sunnyside Park
Community Potluck Picnic

Sunday, October 17, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunnyside Park Grassy Area

Meet your neighbors
Meet the Rec & Park Director

Discover new programs
Games and Face Painting

Bring your blanket and a dish or drink to share.
Plates, cups and utensils provided.

Questions? Please e-mail fnforsp@aol.com

and restored it. It was sold to the Andersons in 1953

and finally passed into Recreation & Park Dept.

hands in 1980. $500,000 was spent in repairing and

restoring it at that time. It has survived demolition

attempts, benign neglect and vandalism, but we

believe, with our help, it can once again reach its

previous grandeur and beauty and be a wonderful

asset to the neighborhood.

On September 18, more than 60 people came to

the Conservatory to celebrate and participate in the

official start of our beautification and restoration of

Sunnyside’s hidden jewel. Armed to the teeth with

Rec & Park-supplied tools and guided by Kitty, a city

gardener, they dug, cut, slashed, pulled and weeded.

To compensate for the hearty garden work, partici-

pants enjoyed the food and drinks table, and live

music from organist Marie and guitarist Arthur, in

between spells of taped Ella, Louis and Billie. Many

children gathered excitedly on blankets in the Con-

servatory and listened to stories about animals,

butterflies and far-away places.

During the clean-up we came across many

unusual objects, including the large microwave oven

Ken unearthed in the bamboo! Another wonderful

event occurred when Roger mentioned that he’s had

the original wooden finial (a decorative piece at the

top of the roof) in his garage for twenty years! Given

to him by Mrs. Anderson, the previous owner of the

Conservatory, it needs a little repair and painting

(anyone interested?). Perhaps we can reinstall it with

some celebration next year.

From his adjacent house, Chester brought some

glass negatives showing the grounds and the house in

the1910-20s when it was the “Sunnyside Labora-

tory” (a sanitarium of sorts) for women. Alima, who

has visited the Conservatory since a child, gave

information and advice on the numerous rare, exotic

plantings from the cloud and rain forests and of the

Conservatory’s history. Our special “Elephants foot”

Chilean palm tree seemed to look down on our

goings-on with the appropriate dignity befitting its
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May SNA Meeting

New Groups Forming,
Crime Stays Low, and
Sunnyside Receiving
Lots of New Trees

place as a rare species and possibly the world’s

largest specimen.

Many long-time local residents came by and

shared their reminiscences and stories of the area

and Conservatory along with newcomers as children

scampered around the grounds.

The huge amount of foliage gathered attested

to the enormous amount of love and effort put into

the day’s work. The uncovered spaces can now be

filled with plants to complement the existing plantings

and attract butterflies and hummingbirds. We plan to

involve the local schools and children to make the

Conservatory an interactive place to come to learn

about history, plants, insects, animals and beauty.

The Friends recently submitted a grant proposal

for $50,000 to replace the inadequate fencing at the

entrances to prevent vandalism and improve appear-

ance, add new signs and message boards, and repair

and extend the vital irrigation system. Due to its

landmark status and the longer time for approvals

required, we are leaving the Conservatory building

restoration proper for other grant proposals.

Much work still needs to be done. The Friends

are working with the Rec. & Park Dept. to ensure it

gets appropriate attention and maintenance. Ted

Kipping, our resident arborist, continues to oversee

the general well-being of the plantings.

We thank the Neighborhood Parks Council and

the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association for their

monetary, moral and physical help in making the

Beautification day such a ringing success. Music

tapes were supplied by B & B Books in Glen Park.

The Conservatory is theoretically open from 6

am to 10 pm, seven days a week, but is actually open

from 9 am to 6 pm most days. If the front gate is

locked, try the back gate on Joost, and vice versa.

We are working on this problem!

We welcome volunteers. Contact us at:

Friends of Sunnyside Park

P.O.Box 318096

San Francisco CA 94131-8096

1-888-827 1931

SunConservatory@aol.com

Planning meetings are held the third Wednes-

day of every even month; the next one is October 20

at 7 pm in the Sunnyside Park Recreation Center.

Beautification Days are held the third Saturday of

every odd month; the next is November 13 (moved

due to Thanksgiving). We hope to see you there!R

More than 40 neighbors crowded the library at

Sunnyside Elementary School for SNA’s May

meeting.

New Committees - SNA President Don Price

described three improvement groups which the

association is forming. Neighbors participated in a

lively discussion of the issues and made many useful

suggestions for the groups to pursue.

(Update -The Judson Hill, Monterey Blvd. and

Sunnyside Conservatory committees have been

established - see pages 3 and 4 for more informa-

tion.)

Crime report - Captain Bruce from Ingleside

Police Station reported that there is, as usual, very

little crime in our neighborhood with some break-ins

and car thefts reported. The captain distributed a list

of contact numbers for police and related services.

Friends of Sunnyside Park - Andrea

O’Leary reported that a survey on park uses was

distributed with the Spring issue of Sunnyside News,

and the survey results will guide the activities of the

Friends. This park may be designated as an off-leash

area for dogs. Andrea encouraged everyone to

attend the city’s Off-Leash Dog Task Force meet-

ings.

Wildflowers - Rita Evans thanked the Dept. of

Public Works, Street and Environmental Services, for

planting and watering a stunning assortment of

wildflowers on the Monterey Blvd. median strip.

Friends of the Urban Forest - A major tree

planting campaign will take place in Sunnyside on

May 15, with 370 trees to by planted. City College,

Sunnyside School, and local residents will be receiv-

ing trees.

(Update - The trees were planted and they

look great - what an asset to the neighborhood they’ll

be in ten years!)

R   R   R
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Prepare for Y2K
Like Any Other
Potential Disaster

by Andrea O'Leary

With all the “what-if” talk about getting ready for

Y2K fury, preparation shouldn’t be different

than that for the Big One, without the ‘quake wax.

Most disaster preparedness is paring your life

down to the course of a single day then multiply it by

three for the critical first 72-hours.

Disaster kits start with extra water and warmth

to combat anxiety-induced dehydration and heat loss.

The professionals tell us to have a minimum of one-

gallon of drinking water per day per person and don’t

forget the pets. Some families keep a big resealable

tank tucked away in their back yards for this pur-

pose, replacing it on occasion, along with a second

tightly sealed one for storing food, blankets and other

supplies.

If the house falls in (often meaning the founda-

tion has not been strapped down) and it’s not advis-

able to reenter, having access to your emergency kit

is critical. Often access to the back yard is difficult

and a little experimenting is needed to determine the

best location in or outside of the house. Some

neighborhoods work together to locate the best place

on the block where several families keep their kits,

make group purchases, and motivate each other to

rotate food and water. If radios and flashlights run on

Y2K Help Reminder

If Y2K (New Year's 2000) creates any
serious problems, remember... you can
go to Sunnyside Park  (Foerster at
Mangels), headquarters of the Sunnyside
Neighborhood Emergency Response

Team (NERT), for assistance.  R

BARBERBARBERBARBERBARBERBARBER

CLIPSCLIPSCLIPSCLIPSCLIPS

Local Humor and Wisdom

As Collected in the Sunnyside

by Ron the Barber

A friend of mine needed a couch for her living
room, so I gave her an extra one that I had in my
den. I wanted nothing for it, but a few weeks
later, she came by and tried to give me $50.
When I wouldn’t accept the money, she said,
“You really should take the $50. I sold the couch
to my neighbor for $100.”

My dad’s neighbor was having problems with
her washing machine and asked my father to
take a look at it. “I’m not very good at fixing
washing machines,” he told her. “The last time I
tried, your husband had to buy you a new one.”
“Exactly!” she replied, smiling.

“Beware! To touch these wires is instant death.
Anyone found doing so will be prosecuted.”
(On a sign at a railroad station.)

If Lincoln were alive today, he’d roll over in his
grave.

- President Gerald Ford

Middle Age: When knees buckle and belts don’t.

Drive Carefully: Remember, it’s not only the car
that can be recalled by its maker.  R

SNA received a check for $20 for dues for

David Strickland, but there was no address with

the check. Please get in touch and we’ll make

sure you receive the newsletter and other

mailings.
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Spr99

R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association is $10 per year.
Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:  SNA.,

PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA  94127

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________ Zip Code________

Phone ________________________ E-mail________________________________

(heavy) batteries, consider their life span and the

alternatives.

If houses are unsafe to enter people will gather

in open spaces, such as Sunnyside Park, to await

mass care. You will want to take your emergency kit

with you to sustain your family during this time. If

you’re a camper you might have a ready-made

disaster housing kit: tent, sleeping blankets, water-

proof gear, lanterns, and cookware. The park is also

designated as the NERT command center to mitigate

the disaster and communicate with Office of Emer-

gency Services on the needs and conditions of the

community as well as guide “first responders” in the

aid of those with the greatest need.

What’s for dinner? If you include cold cereals,

instant soups, potato chips or roasted peanuts in your

kit, don’t forget that milk can’t be refrigerated and

even if powdered it needs lots of water; as does the

soup and your throat when salty foods catch up with

you.  If you hate peas, don’t stash peas, if Spam

gives you the willies, leave it out. If lots of prepara-

tion, heating-up, water to reconstitute, or the foods

are too different from your normal diet, you might

want to rethink their inclusion. Next to scissors, a

can opener will be a favorite tool. Baby will need

formula and baby food. Pets have their kibble and

may be kept calm by housing them in a familiar

portable kennel. When nature calls, as She will,

where will you stash the potty for later disposal?

If getting prepared sounds just too complicated,

don’t overwhelm yourself by trying to do it all at

once. Set mini-goals for your family, practice an

evacuation plan, decide where you will meet if

separated, and memorize Aunt Bella’s telephone

number out-of-state. Don’t rely upon credit cards,

ATM, or cell phones that will most likely be inoper-

able.  Stash a few dollars in small bills and keep your

car gas tank at least half full at all times. Keep a pair

of walking shoes in your car trunk in case you have

to abandon the car to walk home. Assemble a mini-

pack in your car and office including extra water.

Make sure that you do not contribute to the

problems by picking up the telephone at 12:01 a.m.

on January 1, 2000 to see if you get a signal, thereby

overloading the system and creating a disaster.

Leave 911 and 411 alone for several days unless you

have a real emergency or if your goat eats the

directory.

Free Disaster Preparedness classes are taught

by our professional SFFD firefighters through the

NERT (Neighborhood Emergency Response Team)

training program.  Call 558-3456 for a schedule of

neighborhood classes.   R

If you're an SNA member, on your Sunnyside News

mailing label is a line that reads, “Dues paid through

[date]”. If the date on the label is September 1999 or

earlier, it’s time to pay your dues. RRRRR

Are My Dues Due?
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

R R R R R Sunnyside - A Great Place to Live! R R R R R

Sunnyside is located in south-central San
Francisco near City College. Neighborhood
boundaries are Mangels, Baden, Circular,
Havelock, and Ridgewood.

We invite you to join the Sunnyside
Neighborhood Association today!


