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President’s Message

by Don Price

Welcome to the first edition of Sunnyside News for the millenium

and for the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association’s 25th year as an

association. Many neighbors, both current and former residents, have

contributed to the continued success of this association — too many to

mention here individually. I want to collectively thank all of you who

have participated in the organization during the past 25 years. We would't

be here without you!

In the first quarter of the year we ask members, current and new, to

reaffirm commitment to Sunnyside by paying annual dues in the

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association. Our membership fee is low by

design, only $10 a year per household. This covers printing and mailing

expense to you throughout the year. A membership payment form is

printed on page 7 of this newsletter.

We will provide three to five meeting notice postcards and neighbor-

hood alert postcards as needed. In addition, you receive our newsletter,

Sunnyside News, twice a year. This is a great way to keep up with what is

going on in the neighborhood even if you do not attend SNA meetings.

Of course, we do meet three times a year, on the second Tuesday of

February, May and October at Sunnyside Elementary School. We would

love to have you join us at these informative neighborhood meetings.

Committee UpdatesCommittee UpdatesCommittee UpdatesCommittee UpdatesCommittee Updates

Sunnyside Conservatory CommitteeSunnyside Conservatory CommitteeSunnyside Conservatory CommitteeSunnyside Conservatory CommitteeSunnyside Conservatory Committee

Chaired by Arnold Levine, this committee is moving full-speed

ahead. Arnold and his group are doing great things in this small park,

with rehabilitation and a butterfly sanctuary are at the forefront. This

group has also obtained a large grant for further park improvements from

the City. Please see page 4 for more information.

SNA Meetings

2000

May 9May 9May 9May 9May 9

October 10October 10October 10October 10October 10

Sunnyside Neighborhood Associa-

tion meets on the second Tuesday

of February, May and October.

Meet your neighbors, find out

what's going on in Sunnyside and

hear informative speakers.

SNA  meets at 7:30 pm., Sunnyside

Elementary School, 250 Foerster.

Please join us!

Send Your
E-mail

Address!

SNA is online, and we’d like to

add your e-mail address to our da-

tabase.

Please be sure to include it on your

membership renewal, or send it to:

Sunnyside-Association

@INAME.com.
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We encourage all members to con-

tact the president or other board

members when you have neighbor-

hood concerns.

You can leave questions or sugges-

tions for SNA by calling

Sunnyside LineSunnyside LineSunnyside LineSunnyside LineSunnyside Line, 415-331-1500

x100. Your call will be returned

within a week.

Send e-mail to: Sunnyside-

Association@INAME.com.

You can also reach us by mail at

Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn,

PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127.  RRRRR
Sunnyside Park was the focus of a community input meeting attended

by more than 60 residents on March 11 at St. Finn Barr Church.

Sponsored by the Department of Recreation and Parks, the meeting drew

Sunnyside and Miraloma residents who had been notified by mail at City

expense.

City representatives described the basic process for a formal City

review of a park and how it will apply to Sunnyside Park. Attendees

voiced their ideas and visions for the park and these suggestions were

logged by City Park employees for evaluation.

An initial modification-improvements plan was presented. This first

round follows the grant proposal presented by Friends of Sunnyside Park

which was approved by the Parks Commission last year. Park employees

detailed improvements which should be in place by June 30 including four

park benches, trash cans, a permanent bulletin board at the park entrance,

and some infrastructure improvements.

The entire process of renovation will take approximately two years.

During this time, Recreation and Parks will hold neighborhood meetings

to solicit additional input. Meeting information will be posted at Safeway

and some meetings will also be announced via mailings by the City. The

issue of dogs being allowed off leash at the park is NOT a part of this

initial change plan.

The City will work with SNA, Miraloma Park, Friends of Sunnyside

Park, and Friends and Families for Sunnyside Park to set the agenda for

future meetings in Sunnyside about this matter. Questions may be directed

to the Sunnyside Line. RRRRR

From the Editor

Dept. of Recreation and Parks

Solicits Neighbors' Input on Park

by Rita Evans

Sunnyside

News

Your news, features or letters to

the editor are welcome. All let-

ters must be signed.

Contact News editor Rita Evans,

never@sirius.com, or at SNA,

PO Box 27615, SF, CA, 94127.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Associa-

tion assumes no responsibility for

the statements and opinions ex-

pressed in Sunnyside News. Edi-

torial views do not necessarily rep-

resent the official position of SNA.

RRRRR

Sunnyside News has a new layout and font, and I hope you like the

changes. The typestyle should be easier to read. And maybe it’s the

librarian in me, but I’ve always found it odd that years after the newsletter

started publication, we’re still on Volume 1, when publications generally

change volume number each year. So in honor of the year 2000, and

SNA’s 25th anniversary, this issue of Sunnyside News is Vol. 2, No. 1.

It wasn’t planned, but it looks like this is a special parks issue.

Thanks to everyone who has given time and energy to revitalize our local

open spaces.

Thanks again to the Department of Public Works employees respon-

sible for the wildflowers in the median strip on Monterey. While the

amount of grass and weeds is a shame, the brilliant colors of spring are on

display with the poppies, baby blue eyes, lupines and other native flowers.

What a lovely sight, especially on a foggy day. RRRRR
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Judson AJudson AJudson AJudson AJudson Avvvvvenue/City College of SF Hillside Committenue/City College of SF Hillside Committenue/City College of SF Hillside Committenue/City College of SF Hillside Committenue/City College of SF Hillside Committeeeeeeeeee

Co-chaired by Don Price and Dave Wall, this group has held two

meetings and is formulating a plan to present to CCSF sometime in 2000.

It will ask for a memorandum-of-understanding from CCSF that the

hillside will be left as open space forever. Friends of the Urban Forrest

planted more than 50 trees on the hillside in January, an effort which will

beautify the hill as the years go by.

 Help is needed on this committee and interested neighbors should

call the Sunnyside Line and leave a message.

Monterey Blvd. Improvement CommitteeMonterey Blvd. Improvement CommitteeMonterey Blvd. Improvement CommitteeMonterey Blvd. Improvement CommitteeMonterey Blvd. Improvement Committee

After a great start-up meeting, the following three meetings yielded

few interested participants, neighbors or merchants. The committee

disbanded in October in favor of the Board of SNA overseeing a few

requested changes on Monterey Blvd. as identified by the committee.

These action items include replanting all the street median trees

with ones suited for this micro-climate (the City conceded that the trees

we now have are from warm weather climates; that's why they sturggle to

stay alive in our foggy neighborhood).

Also included is steam-cleaning of the sidewalks on Monterey and

reminding merchants that they are responsible for the upkeep of sidewalks

in front of their business as mandated by City code (just as homeowners

are responsible for the sidewalks in front of their homes).

SNA Board members met with seven Department of Public Works

officials on March 1 to discuss a new era on Monterey. SNA is pushing for

improvements to make it look like the city boulevard that it is. DPW also

will meet with Westwood Highlands, Westwood Park, and Glen Park

neighborhood groups and then formulate an urban forestry/street median

plan for Monterey Blvd. from I-280 to Westwood Park. The median will

probably have cobblestones (a la Market Street) and a permanent, living,

groundcover.

This is a two-to-three year project for the City bureaucracy and a

public input meeting will be held, probably next year. We will keep you

posted.

Hope to see you at SNA meetings. If you have a newly arrived

neighbor, please pass on this issue of Sunnyside News and encourage them

to join us.  RRRRR

President's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's Message, continuted from page 1

For 25 years, SNA has effectively

represented neighborhood inter-

ests at City Hall and with City

College.

Twice a year, Sunnyside News

brings you local news of interest

and concern to the neighborhood.

Representatives from Parking and

Traffic, Recreation and Parks and

other city departments provide up-

to-date information and address

neighborhood concerns at regu-

larly scheduled SNA meetings.

SNA has worked with the City to

open the reservoirs west of City

College to student parking, reliev-

ing some of the huge pressure on

street parking in the area.

The wonderful revitalization on our

local parks is being accomplished

through efforts begun by and

through SNA.

SNA stopped City College from

chopping down the grove of euca-

lyptus trees on Judson and con-

structing a huge warehouse which

would have clogged the streets

with tractor trailers.

Our meetings provide a forum for

neighbors to express their con-

cerns and identify others willing

to work on local problems.

For just $10 a year, you can help

us keep Sunnyside a lovely place

to live.  Join or renew your mem-

bership today!

Why You Should

Belong to SNA -

Join or Renew!

A story in the Metro section of the Sunday, April 2, San Francisco

Examiner featured the Sunnyside Recreation Center. Friends of Recreation

& Parks visited local parks to see how their grant money was being used.

In Sunnyside, Homyar Watcha and other neighbors have formed

Sunnyside Educational Activities League to provide access to computers to

kids from low-income families, and five new PCs at the Rec Center are the

fruits of their labors.

Rec Center, New Computers in the News
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Butterflies have already been sighted!!! A sharp-eyed neighbor

spotted our first inhabitants of the butterfly gardens. Not one,

but two beautiful West Coast Ladies.....so you know what that

means...we are expecting a lot more sometime soon! Stop by and see

the wonderful colorful signs made by the 3rd graders at Glen Park

Elementary School.

Great News! We have secured a $9750 grant from The Friends

of Recreation & Parks, which will pay for new signs, enclosed notice

board, trash and recycling containers and a bench.

We also have been awarded $3750 from San Francisco Beautiful

for plants and landscaping materials for the butterfly habitat. We

have asked them for an additional $5000 for a new 8 foot-high fence

at the Joost Avenue entrance to prevent illicit nighttime activities.

Our thanks to both organizations for their enthusiastic support and

commitment to our neighborhood.

The City-passed Resolution for the Conservatory should be in

the upcoming budget. This means increased gardening attention, an

irrigation system fix and a study for the historical restoration.

We have been working with Glen Park Elementary School to

involve their students with the Conservatory and the butterfly

habitat. In February, we had the first of what we hope are many visits

when we met with Mrs. Blumenthal’s 3rd grade class. We showed

them what had been done at the Mini Park and then ventured down

into the Conservatory and told them its checkered history.

The students were very attentive, asked loads of great questions

and we think they enjoyed themselves. To top the event, just as we

were leaving, an aforementioned West Coast Lady was spotted on a

mallow plant and brought rapt and joyful attention from the kids.

We have also met with City College Chancellor Phillip Day to

discuss how we can work with the college’s horticultural department

to benefit both the neighborhood and the college.

Graffiti continues to be a problem with the Conservatory

eriously graffiti’d again in February.

Thanks to Brian and Echo for painting over until the paint ran

out. The City has painted over some of the graffiti which was 30 feet

up the conservatory walls.

A neighbor recently spotted some suspicious elements in the

Conservatory during the day. The Ingleside Police will step up foot

patrols through the park. RRRRR

Butterfly Habitat Improvements,

Successful Funding Requests

Yield Results at Conservatory

by Arnold Levine

Park Groups
Contact

Information

Friends of SunnysideFriends of SunnysideFriends of SunnysideFriends of SunnysideFriends of Sunnyside

ConservatoryConservatoryConservatoryConservatoryConservatory

(a committee of SNA)

P.O. Box 318096

SF CA 94131

SunConservatory@aol.com

1-888-827-1931

Friends of Sunnyside ParkFriends of Sunnyside ParkFriends of Sunnyside ParkFriends of Sunnyside ParkFriends of Sunnyside Park

Jay Shaffer, president

587-2383

sunnysidepark@yahoo.com

Sunnyside Park Familiesunnyside Park Familiesunnyside Park Familiesunnyside Park Familiesunnyside Park Families

and Neighborsand Neighborsand Neighborsand Neighborsand Neighbors

P.O. Box 318096

SF CA 94131

SPFamilies@aol.com
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Friends Group Encourages

Residents to Take Advantage

Of Sunnyside's Hidden Asset

by Jay Schaffer

A park in Sunnyside?  It’s true. Sunnyside Park, nestled between

Mangels and Teresita, just off Foerster, is one of the best-kept

secrets west of Twin Peaks.  But not for long.

As you read this, SF Dept. of Recreation and Parks already will

have held one public meeting to gather ideas for a new master plan

for the park (see page 2).

It’s a mystery why more Sunnyside neighbors don’t use the

park... And that’s too bad, because Sunnyside Park is YOUR park. It

has a lot to offer, and you’re bound to meet neighbors and make new

friends by taking time to stroll through. Just look what you’ll find:

SF Recreation & Park Department sponsors Tiny Tots and

latchkey programs at the club house.

There’s lots of fun on the schedule this spring, and the kids are

sure to love learning high tech skills on a row of brand new comput-

ers recently donated to the park.

Players rarely have to wait to use the tennis or basketball courts.

Benches dot the curved paths of the terraced hillside above the

clubhouse,  providing a perfect spot for quiet meditation or for

watching glorious sunsets.

The lower grassy field is a great place to toss a ball or Frisbee -

or lay out a blanket and catch a few rays. The lower field is also a

gathering spot for Sunnyside’s growing family of pooches and their

human companions. Friendly dogs and well-behaved owners are

always welcome!

Sounds great, right? But there’s always room for improvement -

like new children’s play equipment. The master plan will be used as a

blueprint to add more amenities to Sunnyside Park.

Friends of Sunnyside Park, comprising residents and park users,

is working with Recreation and Parks to make the master plan a

reality.

Friends of Sunnyside Park has already received four small grants

that will be used for new signs, benches and park entrance gates. The

organization also sponsors bi-monthly park clean-ups and Park

Beautification Days throughout the year.

If you’d like to get involved, meet your neighbors and take

advantage of one of Sunnyside’s best kept secrets, come to a meeting

of Friends of Sunnyside Park, Thursday May 11 at 7:30 at the Rec.

Center in the park. Bring your ideas and gardening tips!

For more information about Friends of Sunnyside Park, call Jay

Shaffer, president, 587-2383. RRRRR

Miraloma Park
Secret Garden

Tour

Have you ever wondered what

secrets are hiding behind neigh-

borhood fences and gates, what

gorgeous gardens are in full

bloom but just out of sight? Well,

here’s your chance to peek be-

hind garden walls and find out

what spring has brought to the

neighborhood.

The Miraloma Park Improve-

ment Club invites Sunnyside

neighbors to come join them at

the Secret Garden Tour 2000.

This annual event will be held

on Sunday, May 7 from 1-4 p.m.

The tour promises to be a lively

jaunt through local private gar-

dens and public parks in

Miraloma and Sunnyside. A re-

ception will follow.

Tickets are $15 and advance

ticket purchase is preferred.

Send your check and a self-ad-

dressed, stamped envelope to

MPIC/SGT, P. O. Box 460064,

SF CA 94l46.

On May 7, beginning at 12

noon, tickets  may be purchased

at the Miraloma Park Improve-

ment Club clubhouse, 350

O’Shaughnessy at Del Vale.

For more information, please

call 334-5284.  RRRRR
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Families Group Organizes
Beautification Days,

Special Projects to Promote Park

Neighborhood residents who came together in Spring 1998 to

develop plans to revitalize the Sunnyside Recreation Center and

Playground are finally seeing the fruits of their labors come full circle.

In mid-March, the Recreation and Parks Department sponsored the

first of many community meetings to receive in-put from residents on

what they want in their park (see page 2).

Members of Sunnyside Park Families and Neighbors (SPFN),

known as “the Families Group,” have earned the $25,000 to fund

this study and master plan design through the Recreation and Parks

Department’s Open Space Program. This winning award was devel-

oped through many community meetings and committees working

around kitchen tables after interviewing residents and categorizing

and prioritizing findings.

Participants have concluded that the sustainability of the park’s

revitalization is contingent not only on bringing facilities into the

park, in order for people to have something to use when they go

there, but also to stress the development of programs that would act

as a complement to those facilities. Five areas of programming are

proposed as a way to strengthen the partnership between the Recre-

ation and Parks Department and neighborhood stewardship of the

park.

The Families group is also in the process of developing a pro-

gram of Special Projects to not only beautify the grounds further, but

also to provide innovative educational opportunities and to watch

nature mature before our eyes.

Such projects include display cases, which illustrate plant root

systems and ant farms; herbal “edible weeds” and other creative

plantings. We also want to expand the Butterfly Habitat Flyways

begun by the Friends of Sunnyside Conservatory at the Sunnyside

Conservatory and Joost Mini Park.

The first Saturday of each odd month is proposed as a consistent

date in which projects and further “Beautification Days” can be held

along with family-style fun, picnic/barbecues and other events of

interest.  These gathering times will also act as another form of

communication and information sharing among families, their kids,

and all other regular park-going neighbors.

On May 6, activities will include the “Go Fly A Kite” gathering

postponed in February due to the soggy grass field.

The Sunnyside Park Families and Neighbors can be reached at

SPFamilies@aol.com, or at P.O. Box 318096, SF, 94131. RRRRR

by Andrea O'Leary
A neighbor asked what can be

done about the increase in rac-

coons in the neighborhood. She

noted that the furry bandits pose

a real risk to our pets.

Raccoon control in the City

falls under the Animal Care and

Control Department. Unless

there is an emergency, or the

animal appears injured or ill-

which could indicate rabies-the

department refers raccoon

problems to private trappers.

In most cases, the trapper will

ask whether the resident wishes

to have the animals euthanized

or set loose. Golden Gate Park

is a popular destination for

trapped raccoons. Even if you

have a problem raccoon re-

moved you may just find that

another one will move right in.

Animal Care recommends that

residents adopt an attitude of

peaceful coexistence. You can

try to raccoon-proof your home

by sealing crawl spaces and

openings, and securing garbage

can lids. Don't leave pet food

out and lock pet doors  at night.

Angry or cornered raccoons are

dangerous and should be

avoided.

To locate a trapper to remove a

raccoon, look in the Yellow

Pages under pest control. You

can reach Animal Care and

Control at  554-6364. RRRRR

Plagued by

Masked Bandits?

RaccoonTips
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R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association is $10 per year.

Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:  SNA.,

PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA  94127

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ Zip Code _________

Phone ____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________

the Monterey Blvd/I 280 entrance ramps.

Park safety - there are lots of juveniles hang-

ing out and graffiti, but way less gang activity

and drugs.

Leash/Off-leash conflicts - Precita Park in

Bernal Heights has seen increased enforce-

ment of the leash laws, and the captain noted

that a lot of effort with this problem is focused

on educating dog owners about applicable

laws. Conflicts in Glen Park are ongoing and

efforts to resolve them are underway.

In response to a neighbor’s description of

drug activity and drinking in Sunnyside Park,

Capt. Ashe said she would direct her officers to

once again patrol the park on foot twice a day,

since the park is screened from the street. She also

promised increased police presence and enforce-

ment to cut down on unsafe double parking and

passenger discharge on Foerster in front of

Sunnyside School.

Capt. Ashe invited all neighbors to attend

the police department’s Community Forum on

the third Tuesday of every month in the Ingleside

Police Station community room.

Also on the May meeting agenda were

reports on local park activities and progress

reports on SNA committees; these are detailed

elsewhere in this newsletter.  RRRRR

About 30 neighbors turned out for the February 8

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association meeting to

hear the featured speaker, Captain Marcia Ashe

of Ingleside Police Station.

Capt. Ashe opened her remarks by noting

that she had been in Ingleside for about seven

months. With the average tenure for captains at

district stations about two years, she knows she

has a limited amount of time to enact new pro-

grams to address community concerns and she

intends to focus on district priorities.

Meetings with local officers and residents

have identified the following priorities:

Neighborhood mechanics - the captain said

she had no idea this was such an important

issue for many residents, but they clearly said

it was and enforcement will be stepped up.

Traffic calming - the police want to slow down

traffic on Geneva Avenue, and increased

traffic enforcement has been taking place at

February SNA Meeting

Captain Outlines Priorities,
Responds to Neighbors'
Questions and Concerns
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R R R R R Sunnyside - A Great Place to Live! R R R R R

Sunnyside is located in south-central San

Francisco near City College. Neighborhood

boundaries are Mangels, Baden, Circular,

Havelock, and Ridgewood.

We invite yyyyyou ou ou ou ou to join the Sunnyside

Neighborhood Association today!


