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Voice of the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
29 Years of Neighbors Helping Neighbors, 1975-2004

by Chris Mirkovich, President, SNA

Sunnyside
Neighborhood

Association

Meetings

August 9

November 8

7:00 pm
St Finn Barr Church

Edna at Hearst
SNA meets the first

Monday of February, May,

August and November

Garage Sale
Sunnyside Neighborhood

Saturday, July 17

9:00-3:00

See page 7

Picnic
Sunnyside Park

Saturday, October 2

11:00-4:00

See page 6

President's Message

Over the past few weeks, there has been increasing news of violence rising

in San Francisco. Local news media and public officials are reporting that

we may experience a violent summer based on crimes occurring during the

first part of  this year.

How has this manifested itself in the Sunnyside?

In our May association meeting, Captain Paul Chignell and Lieutenant

Alvin Yee from the SF Police Department’s Ingleside Station informed us

of an online crime statistics application available to the public. Per the San

Francisco Police Department’s On-Line Crime Map, Sunnyside neighbor-

hood residents reported the following crimes in the past 90 days:

§ Burglary – 8 reported

§ Larceny/Theft – 8 reported

§ Drug/Narcotic – 2 reported

§ Vandalism – 5 reported

§ Robbery – 1 reported

§ Assault – 2 reported

§ Vehicle Thefts – 23 reported

So now we have the information. What can we do?

One way to protect yourself and your neighborhood is by starting or

participating in a “Neighborhood Watch - SAFE” program.  At the May

meeting, a representative from Project SAFE provided an overview of  the

program.  Chris Coughlan, the association’s Member-At-Large, is leading

the effort to establish Safe neighborhood zones within the Association’s

boundaries.

President's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's Message, continued on page 3

Watch Out for Your Neighbors,
Form a SAFE Group on Your Block
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Since 1975, SNA has effectively rep-
resented neighborhood interests at

City Hall and with City College.

Sunnyside News focues solely on lo-
cal news of interest and concern to

the Sunnyside neighborhood.

Officers from Ingleside Police Sta-
tion report on the latest crime sta-

tistics at our regularly scheduled
SNA meetings. Our meetings often

feature representatives from Park-
ing and Traffic, Recreation and

Parks and other city departments
who provide up-to-date information

and address neighborhood concerns.

SNA board members attend the
planning sessions of City College and

Better Neighborhoods, ensuring that
the interests of residents are repre-

sented.

Our association has supported the
efforts that have lead to wonderful

revitalization of Sunnyside Conser-
vatory and Sunnyside Park.

Our meetings provide a forum for

neighbors to express their concerns
and identify others willing to work

on local problems.

For just $10 a year, you can helpFor just $10 a year, you can helpFor just $10 a year, you can helpFor just $10 a year, you can helpFor just $10 a year, you can help

us keep Sunnyside a lovelyus keep Sunnyside a lovelyus keep Sunnyside a lovelyus keep Sunnyside a lovelyus keep Sunnyside a lovely

place to liplace to liplace to liplace to liplace to livvvvveeeee.....  J  J  J  J  Join or roin or roin or roin or roin or reneeneeneeneenew yw yw yw yw yourourourourour

membership today!membership today!membership today!membership today!membership today! RRRRR

Why YOU Should Be

an SNA Member

SNA encourages all of our members to submit news, features or

letters to the editor to Sunnyside News. All letters must be signed,

and items aubmitted are subject to editing.. Fall issue deadline:

August 11.

For more information, please contact Sunnyside News editor

Rita Evans, 587-6234, rita_e@pacbell.net, or at SNA, PO Box

27615, SF, CA, 94127.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association assumes no responsibility for
the statements and opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial
views do not necessarily represent the official position of SNA. R

Sunnyside News

f

From the Editor

by Rita Evans

SFPD SFPD SFPD SFPD SFPD - Captain Paul Chignell, the new captain at Ingleside Police Station,

introduced himself at the May Sunnyside Neighborhood Association. The

captain said he will be assigning 16 sergeants for long-term community

patrolling projects, and he wants to focus on finding solutions to chronic

crime problems. Lieutenant Alvin Yee presented crime statistics and

described traffic control efforts in the neighborhood.

This type of communication between the police and residents is

important, and it’s great that our local police, including the captains, have

always been willing to speak at SNA meetings. It’s also good to have an

opportunity to meet Capt. Chignell. He invited everyone to the community

meetings held at 7:00 on the third Tuesday of  every month at the station.

The next meeting is June 15.

CCSF CCSF CCSF CCSF CCSF - Along with SNA Board members, I’ve attended the public

hearings City College of San Francisco has held on its proposed Master

Plan and related Environmental Impact Report. We all have made com-

ments for the public record regarding our concerns about increased traffic

and ongoing parking problems in Sunnyside.

FFFFFrrrrrom the Editorom the Editorom the Editorom the Editorom the Editor,,,,, continued on page 7
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SNA depends on income from

our members to fund the cost of

Sunnyside News and other

association activities.

If you are an SNA member,

please check the mailing label

on this newsletter. You'll find a

line that reads, “Dues paid

through ... " If the date on the

label is June 2004 or earlier, it’s

time to pay your dues.

If your're not an SNA member,

please join us! There's a mem-

bership form on page 7.

If you have any questions about

your membership information,

please contact Rita Evans, 587-

6234. R

f

Are My Dues Due?

We encourage all members to

contact the president or other

board members when you have

neighborhood concerns.

President – Chris Mirkovich

Chris.Mirkovich@snasf.org

452-0481

You can also reach us at

Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn,

PO Box 27615, San Francisco,

CA 94127.

The Sunnyside web site is at

www.snasf.org. R

Contact SNA

While this is only one small step, getting to know and talking with

your neighbors is key to improving public safety.

You may contact an association Board Member to get involved, or

you find out more by contacting a Project Safe representative at

www.sfsafe.org, or call 673-SAFE.

Another key is to report crimes, vandalism, graffiti as they happen to

our police department. By reporting crimes, the police department can get

a more accurate picture of what is happening in our neighborhood.

Important contact numbers for our police department:

Graffiti Abatement – 558-5445

Non Emergency  – 553-0123

Emergency Only – 911

Lastly, get involved with the association and urge your neighbors to

join.  With increasing membership and a show of unity amongst neighbors,

we can make greater impact with our public officials when expressing the

needs of our neighborhood.

These are small steps, but each small step will make a big impact to

improving our quality of life and keeping our neighborhoods safe. R

President's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's Message, continued from page 1

Thanks to all our neighbors who attended the May meeting of the

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association. I hope you enjoyed the information

given by the SAFE program speaker.

 I would like to encourage everyone in the community to organize

your own block to increase the safety of the entire neighborhood. My

block has been a SAFE block for a few years. It helps us know our

neighbors and to be aware when something looks amiss.

The police patrol the best they can, but it is through our vigilance that

the community will be kept safer.

 To get started, talk to a few of  your neighbors you already know,

then contact::

SAFE - 415-553-1984SAFE - 415-553-1984SAFE - 415-553-1984SAFE - 415-553-1984SAFE - 415-553-1984

If  you would like, you may contact me directly, Chris Coghlan, SNA

Member-at-large, 415-902-7310, Chris@CoghlanHomes.com. R

How to Make Your Block
A Watch-SAFE Block

by Chris Coghlan
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PARKSCAN is a program of  the Neighborhood

Parks Council that provides volunteers with hand-held

computers to monitor their neighborhood parks on a

regular basis. Sunnyside Park has been a part of  this

program since last October.

You don’t need any advanced computer knowl-

edge or skills to participate. The time commitment is

no more than one hour every other month and may

be less, depending on the number of  volunteers.

A team of two people, one with the hand-held

computer and one with a digital camera, walks

through the park and stops at various checkpoints to

evaluate features. Anything rated as unsatisfactory then

gets a picture or two. By entering the picture numbers

in the computer and uploading the data to NPC

computers, a report on the park with pictures of the

problems is produced.

That report is sent to the responsible agency for

solving any problems. Graffiti is taken care of  imme-

diately, other problems take longer and with the

budget cuts will take even longer.

To volunteer for the program please contact Bill

Wilson, Sunnyside Parkscan Coordinator, 415-239-

8203 or wfwilson@sbcglobal.net

If you have ideas for things that need improving

that we could add to the monthly report please also

contact Bill Wilson.

For more information on the PARKSCAN

program, see www.sfneighborhoodparks.org. R

Sunnyside Park Rec Center
Offers Summer Programs

Did you know that the Recreation Center at Sunnyside

Park offers low cost activities for school age children

from June 21 through August 13?

Kids can enroll in a supervised summer camp

that offers crafts, arts projects, sports and field trips to

such places as Great America, Muir Woods and Bay

Area museums. Golf  and sailing will also be taught.

A free lunch is provided weekdays for children

under 18 through the City’s school lunch program.

Children do not need to be enrolled in the summer

camp to receive the free lunch.

The summer camp does fill up, so register by

May 21.

For more information, contact Barbara Tate at

337-4720. R

Volunteers Monitor
Conditions
In Local Parks

Attention Parents!

We have been invited to join the SF Police

Department’s Youth Fishing Program!

We have room for 14 kids from the ages of

12-17. There is no costno costno costno costno cost for this one-day salmon

fishing trip. I will accompany the group out to sea for

a great day, and SF police officers will be on board to

supervise the event.

The trip is tentatively scheduled for the second

week of August.

Please contact me soon soon soon soon soon to let me know if  you’re

interested, Chris Coghlan 902-7310 or email

Chris@CoghlanHomes.com. R

Looking for Safe Summer
Activities for Kids?

Check These Out!

(Pssst! The Price Is Right!)

SFPD's Youth Fishing Program
Looking for Avid Anglers for a
Day of Salmon Fishing
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On April 21, I attended a special hearing of the

Recreation & Park Commission at which the head of

the Department’s Capital Division attempted to

explain why there are no longer sufficient funds to

complete all of the projects budgeted. In short, there

is less money available than expected and many of the

projects already begun have cost more than originally

planned.

In order to complete projects currently in the

construction phase, the Rec & Park Capital Division

would like to put the 19 total projects that are still in

“planning,” including Sunnyside Park, on hold.

However, Rec & Park stated that they would aggres-

sively attempt to restore funding, either through

additional bonds or grants.

Needless to say, advocates who have invested a

great deal of  energy towards a renovation are devas-

tated; the meeting was packed to overflow with

unhappy community members. Although in the

planning stage, Sunnyside and several other parks of

similar status had already invested countless hours in

getting to the verge of fruition and will likely experi-

ence a tragic loss of momentum.

It is unclear how Rec & Park could have been so

off in their calculations of how much it would take to

complete all projects, and many in attendance clam-

ored for an audit. Rec & Park responded by stating

that further delays could negatively impact the many

projects already at the construction phase. In any case,

the bond money is currently being scrutinized and

hopefully we will continue to be a priority for funding

when dollars are available.

Friends of Sunnyside Park (FOSP) now must

strategize to continue to keep hope alive for a new

playground in our park. To keep informed or find

out how you can help, please contact FOSP at 415-

239-1472 or sunnysidepark@yahoo.com. R

Just as advocates for Sunnyside Playground and

Sunnyside Conservatory were about to complete a

long list of requirements in preparation for Recreation

& Park Department Capital Program bond dollars to

be allocated for major renovations, the neighborhood

was informed that the 2000 “Neighborhood Park”

bond money has been exhausted and Sunnyside’s face-

lift has been put on indefinite hold, along with 18

other parks.

A $56 million gap resulted from rising construc-

tion costs, the expansion of several projects beyond

original allocations and fewer non-bond dollars being

generated. Projects that obtained grants and resulting

matching bond dollars moved to the front of the

funding line while others, including Sunnyside, were

shunted back.

The Department is seeking a 10% reduction in

active project budgets but compliance is not guaran-

teed. It also is asking the Commission to adopt a

policy whereby no new projects will begin until

funding for the 19 projects on hold is found.

While Rec & Park said funding was available for

whole-park revitalization, if only limited dollars are

recovered, spending them on a children’s playground

on the main field level, has long been identified as a

Phase I priority at Sunnyside to service the large

number of children in the neighborhood.

A postcard campaign has begun to compel the

Dept. to fulfill promises for park upgrades and to

keep Sunnyside’s needs at the forefront of  the minds

of  General Manager Yomi Agunbiade (831-2779,

yomi.agunbiande@sfgov.org), Supervisor Tony Hall

(554-6516, tony.hall@sfgov.org) and Mayor Gavin

Newsom (554-6141gavin.newsom@sfgov.org).

For postcards or to make a donation to the

Kid’s Play Area Fund, contact Sunnyside Park Families

& Neighbors: 334-3601, SPFamilies@aol.com. R

by Andrea O'Leary by Caroline Murphy

Sunnyside Park Improvements Put on Hold

Rec & Park Grossly Miscalculates Costs, Funds Available
For Capital Improvements; 19 Park Projects Now in Limbo
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CCSF Listens to Us,

Shows Marston Residents

A Much Prettier Face

by Robin Levine

In February of  this year, much to the delight of

Sunnyside residents on Marston Avenue, an attractive

white fence reminiscent of a pasture enclosure

appeared at the end of our street.

Why the delight?

In response to neighbors’ requests, City College

of  San Francisco had removed the bollards and ugly,

rusty, old chain that used to stretch  across the end of

Marston where it joins the campus.

As part of its effort to spruce up that part of

the campus, the college also has planted the nearby

section of  Judson Hill with shrubs and flowers. This

follows CCSF’s removal of  a huge, unsightly

dumpster-like storage bin from the same area, again,

after hearing from neighbors.

The gate and landscaping are tangible reminders

of  the college’s intent to be a good neighbor.

What an improvement! We thank City College

for listening to our requests and making the area

where our street ends and the campus begins so much

more attractive. R

At the 19th annual San Francisco Flower & Garden

Show held March 17-21, SNA Vice-President Ric

Lopez won a medal for his garden and his design of

a terrarium at the show entitled “Eco-Indoor

Terragardens Designed to Inspire Home/ Apartment

Dwellers with no Green Space.”

“We live in a world where all is being expanded

and elevated; open green areas are being rapidly

developed. This deprivation has inspired me to create

an indoor Modernist Garden informed by the

terrarium design. These encased gardens are portable

and easy to place in any indoor setting.”

This is the first in what we hope is a regular feature recognizing
our neighbors’ achievements in civic, not-for-profit or educational
settings. If  you’ve won an award or been recognized for
achievement by such a group, please let us know! R

Garden Design a Winner
At SF Flower Show

SNA
Neighborhood Picnic

Saturday, October 2

11am to 4pm

Sunnyside Park

Save this date and join your neighbors

for an afternoon at Sunnyside Park in

October when the sun should be

shining. See the next issue of Sunnyside

News for details. R

The San Francisco Board of  Supervisors has voted to

increase the fine for blocking a sidewalk with a vehicle

from $75 to $100. But there’s a simple way to avoid

exposing yourself to this hefty fine:

Don’t park in your driveway if your vehicle

extends into the sidewalk, and there’s no chance you’ll

get a ticket.

All of us should give pedestrians a break and

make sure our sidewalks are clear of  obstructions.

This includes not only parked vehicles, but

shrubbery and other vegetation that juts into the

sidewalk, broken pavement, trees with too-low

branches, sagging fences, and garbage and recycling

bins. Take a stroll on the sidewalk in front of  your

home, and see if  there’s anything blocking your path.

Let’s keep Sunnyside sidewalks open and clear

for that non-polluting, good-for-you mode of

transportation - walking. R

Avoid that $100 Fine,

Keep Your Sidewalk Clear

Victory for Pedestrians



Page 7Summer 2004

Sumr04

R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

is $10 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.

Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:

SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA  94127

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ Zip Code _________

Phone ____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________

Join the your Sunnyside neighbors for a Community

Garage Sale on SaSaSaSaSaturturturturturdadadadadayyyyy,,,,, J J J J Julululululy 17y 17y 17y 17y 17 from 9am-3pm.

It’s the perfect time to do some summer cleaning and

get rid of those items you haven’t used in awhile.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood Association will

put ads in the local newspapers. Call or email Chris

Loughran, your neighbor on Mangels Avenue, before

July 12, to add your address to the list. The more

neighbors who participate the better!

We will be asking local businesses to post the list

of sales and the list will also be on the Association

website.

If you want to participate, contact Chris

Loughran at 333-7395 or Chris@GoKid.org. RRRRR

Clean Out the Closets,
Cash in on Your Stuff

Sunnyside Garage Sale

Chancellor Phil Day has been very willing to

listen to the college’s neighbors, and we are optimistic

that the final plan will address our concerns. We’ll

report on the final vote on the EIR in the next issue

of  Sunnyside News.

Housing ElementHousing ElementHousing ElementHousing ElementHousing Element - On May 13, the San Francisco

Planning Commission approved the Housing Ele-

ment, a portion of  the City’s General Plan. Many

neighborhood groups opposed the element, arguing

that it contained language that could substantially alter

zoning and building height regulations throughout the

city.

While news reports indicated that the element

had been “gutted” of some provisions, at press time

the Planning Commission had not yet posted the final

version that was approved. I’ll be in contact with the

commission and we’ll have a report on the details in

the next issue. R

From the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the Editor, continued from page 2
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TTTTTime time time time time to ro ro ro ro reneeneeneeneenew?w?w?w?w?

Send your dues today!Send your dues today!Send your dues today!Send your dues today!Send your dues today!

R R R R R Sunnyside - A Great Place to Live! R R R R R

Sunnyside is in south-central SF near

City College. Neighborhood bound-

aries are Mangels, Baden, Circular,

Havelock, and Ridgewood.

We invite yyyyyou ou ou ou ou to join the Sunnyside

Neighborhood Association today!
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