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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.

P.O. Box 27615

San Francisco, CA 94127

Time to renew?

Send your dues today!
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R R R R R Sunnyside - A Great Place to Live! R R R R R

Sunnyside is located in south-central San

Francisco near City College. Neighborhood

boundaries are Mangels, Baden, Circular,

Havelock, and Ridgewood.

RRRRR
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R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
is $10 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.

Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:
SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA  94127

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________ Zip Code _________

Phone ____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________

Sunnyside of Life

Summer...
by Ric Lopez

As we near the end of spring and begin to welcome summer, I am reminded of what holds true to us
who live in Sunnyside: you can never predict the weather.

There I was sitting in my chair at Sunnyside Elementary anxiously waiting for the bell to ring, the
beautiful sound of the last day of school before summer. The Principal’s voice would fill the P.A.
system to give us all a last word of advice, but alas the awaited bell would overtake those words,
and we were off. First thing on the agenda was to get rid of our school attire and into our summer
ones. The bicycles were in full swing and the made-up go-carts from broken skates were challeng-
ing the steep streets. We even had our own watering hole, Balboa Park Pool.

The swimming pool was such a part of the Sunnyside summer itinerary. Every morning the neigh-
borhood kids would march down Edna Street, with rolled towels in tow, to the footbridge that led to
the pool. After our swim we ran home to trade our wet towels for baseball bats and kick balls. We all
then continued on to the other side of the neighborhood up Foerster Street to Sunnyside Park.

Try it one day this summer, go for a swim or hold a baseball game. Maybe even catch a play at City
College or just take a stroll through our neighborhood to view the many gardens created by our
neighbors. R
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Join your Sunnyside
neighbors for our annual
Community Garage
Sale on Saturday,
June 25 from 9:00-3:00.

It’s the perfect opportunity
to do some summer
cleaning and earn vaca-
tion cash. You may even
find yourself chatting with
neighbors you’ve never
met!

The Sunnyside Neighbor-
hood Association is
placing ads in the local
newspapers, on
websites, and with local
businesses.

Contact Jennifer Heggie
by June 12, to add your
address to the list. The
more neighbors who
participate, the better.

To participate, call
Jennifer at 415-412-5548
or send email to
snagarages@yahoo.com.

One Person’s
Clutter =
Another
Person’s
Treasure!

by Don Price

I have lived in Sunnyside since 1990. In those 15 years I have closely

followed real estate transactions and have seen property values escalate. In

April 2005 the first single family house in the SNA-defined Sunnyside sold

for $1,001,000, more than 40 percent over the original asking price of

$699,000! Located on Melrose Street, it has 4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

The average selling price of a home in San Francisco is about

$700,000 according to the San Francisco Chronicle. In Sunnyside there are so

many different types of homes it is sometimes hard to know the values but

I offer the following from my own experience:

• 1 bedroom-$500,000-550,000

• 2 bedroom-$500,000-650,000

• 3 bedroom-$600,000-750,000

• 4 bedroom-$750,000 and up

This is for the first quarter of 2005 and of course many variables in a

specific home can add or detract from the sales price. According to Money
magazine, new kitchens, baths, carpet and paint add the most to sales price

in addition to its basic “curb appeal.” A coat of paint outside and some

front yard work can add thousands alone.

When I moved here in 1990 a basic 2-bedroom house sold for about

$200,000. The same house in 1975 for about $50,000. And around 1910-

1920 that same house sold for about $2500!

A Chronicle real estate article in April stated people are looking for the

next Noe Valley and are avidly purchasing in the Excelsior, Sunnyside, and

Visitacion Valley hoping that neighborhood will be “it.” I am here to tell

you that Sunnyside IS “it.” As a past president of SNA, I preached for

years that our neighborhood was poised to become the next Noe Valley.

Now it is here.

What you as a homeowner can do to help escalate values here in

Sunnyside is keep up the appearance of your property and yard, encourage

and shop merchants on Monterey Blvd., and participate in your neighbor-

hood association - SNA. R

From the From the From the From the From the San Francisco ChronicleSan Francisco ChronicleSan Francisco ChronicleSan Francisco ChronicleSan Francisco Chronicle, April 17, 2005, by Kelly Zito:, April 17, 2005, by Kelly Zito:, April 17, 2005, by Kelly Zito:, April 17, 2005, by Kelly Zito:, April 17, 2005, by Kelly Zito:

“Nowhere is the impact of multiple offers more striking than in San

Francisco, where would-be buyers are increasingly descending on neighbor-

hoods like Bernal Heights, Sunnyside and Visitacion Valley in the hopes of

transforming them into the next Noe Valley…” R

Sunnyside’s First
Million-Dollar House
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Call 28-CLEAN to request
graffiti removal from public

property including parks,
public schools, city-owned
garbage cans, traffic signal
boxes, mailboxes and
telephone boxes.

DPW will send someone
out, but it will be cleaned
much more quickly if you
take care of it.

You can join the fight
against graffiti in
Sunnyside. Volunteer to
remove graffiti from a
specific block or specific
location and DPW will give
you materials. Contact:
Merle Goldstone at  DPW,
415-641-2625 or email
merle.goldstone@sfdpw.org.

You can take photos and
email them to SFPD
whether the graffiti is on
your property, your
neighbor's property, or
public property. Send to
sfpd_graffiti_unit@pacbell.net.

Call 28-CLEAN to report
neglected private

properties that are
covered with graffiti. DPW
will send the owner a notice
requesting that they remove
the graffiti.  RRRRR

by Bill Wilson

“For nearly 20 years, Sunnyside District parents, with hillside homes and

tiny backyards, have fought tooth and nail for a one acre playground,

mostly enclosed by backyard fences, so the smaller children in the neigh-

borhood would have some place to play besides the street.”

This quote seems very current, but is actually from the April 25, 1964

edition of the News Call. Some 60 years later, the vision of those parents is

about to be realized. Funding for a new playground has been found, the

Board of  Supervisors and the Mayor’s office have signed off, and within a

year construction should start on a new playground for Sunnyside Park.

In another article at about the same time, a Sunnyside resident ex-

plained why a playground was necessary. “When the war [World War II]

broke out they took our playground site at Phelan and Judson away. The

government built Quonset huts there and later City College needed it for

expansion. All we want is an exchange for what we lost.”

It’s been a long wait, but the temporary buildings at City College are

being replaced and Sunnyside’s playground is at the final design stage. RRRRR

Playground Update, Believe It or Not!!!

Report Graffiti
Or Get Involved
In Cleaning It UpSNA’s Beautification Committee got off  to a rousing start when seventeen

neighbors showed up for the first organizing meeting on May 22. Orga-

nized by Marie Franchini and Norman Nagao, the group brought lots of

different ideas about what a beautification committee should do.

Graffiti, street trees, litter and front yards were discussed. Some

committee members expressed a particular interest in activities focused on

a particular block, and others wanted to assist homeowners who have

difficulty caring for their property due to age or disability. The group

quickly decided to hold monthly work sessions, and identified three

projects to tackle in the next couple of  months.

The first is too late for this newsletter’s deadline (re-staking, pruning

and general tree care at our two neighborhood elementary schools on May

28), but consider taking part in one of the next two projects:

SaSaSaSaSaturturturturturdadadadadayyyyy,,,,, J J J J June 18,une 18,une 18,une 18,une 18, 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00

Clean up three residences and adjacent sidewalks

SundaSundaSundaSundaSundayyyyy,,,,, J J J J Julululululy 31,y 31,y 31,y 31,y 31, 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00

Clean up Monterey Blvd sidewalk tree basins

Contact Marie for details at mfranchini@sbcglobal.net or 584-9984. Watch

Sunnyside News for future Beautification dates.  RRRRR

Beautification Efforts Underway
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Officer Christopher Putz of the SFPD Graffiti Abatement Unit opened

the May SNA  meeting by encouraging residents to fight graffiti vandalism.

••••• Photograph the graffiti and email him the photosPhotograph the graffiti and email him the photosPhotograph the graffiti and email him the photosPhotograph the graffiti and email him the photosPhotograph the graffiti and email him the photos

••••• Clean the graffiti immediatelyClean the graffiti immediatelyClean the graffiti immediatelyClean the graffiti immediatelyClean the graffiti immediately

••••• RRRRReeeeeporporporporport the crimes to the policet the crimes to the policet the crimes to the policet the crimes to the policet the crimes to the police

Whenever possible, graffiti vandals will be charged with felonies. If

they act as a group using a common name, they may face gang charges as

well. Photos of tags give the police evidence of the type of activity and

who is involved.

Officer Putz said that prompt action in cleaning or painting over

graffiti is essential. Taggers are persistent, he said, so we have to be just as

persistent. Fighting graffiti isn’t complicated but it can try your patience.

You can photograph and report graffiti on your property or elsewhere.

If you do make a police report, you have to be willing to testify in

court although it could be months before the case comes to trial. SFPD

encourages citizens to speak at sentencing hearings since community outrage

can prompt stiffer sentences.

Competing gangs or crews may see how many tags they can place by

a certain date which may account for the recent upsurge in graffiti in

Sunnyside and Glen Park. Bus stops and nearby areas  are often hit hard.

Successfully combatting graffiti requires a community effort. RRRRR

Don't Let the Vandals Win

How to Battle Graffiti

If you are the victim of
graffiti vandalism and want
the case to be
investigated call the
SFPD’s non-emergency
number, 553-0123, and ask
to meet with an officer.
Please do not make a
report unless you are willing
to testify in court if an arrest
is made in your case. Don't
cover up or clean the graffiti
until you talk to the officer.

Even if you do not want to
file a police report, you
should tell SFPD about the
type of graffiti vandalism
occurring in Sunnyside by
photographing the graffiti
with a digital camera and
emailing the photos to
sfpd_graffiti_unit@pacbell.net.
Photos provide information
about the identity of graffiti
vandals and where they are
operating.

If your property is
vandalized, it is your
responsibility as the
homeowner to remove or
paint over the graffiti, but
be sure to photograph it
first.RRRRR

Graffiti - It's Not Just
Your Neighbor’s Problem

by Robin Levine

I was turning onto Monterey Blvd. from Edna St. a few weeks ago and

noticed that the traffic signs on the medians had been targeted by the

graffiti vandals who have been hitting Sunnyside as of late. I also noticed

that, on one of the medians, a woman, bucket in hand, was scrubbing one

of  those traffic signs. I hope she was successful.

I don’t know who that woman was but I would like to thank her. I

would like us all to thank her.

Graffiti in our neighborhood is a community blight. The problem

belongs to all of us, not just the unlucky ones who happen to have the

fence behind their home or their store window hit. That woman was an

inspiration.  Next time, let’s get out there with her. RRRRR

What to Do
If Your Property
Is Hit by Graffiti
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I think the changes in the Reservoir were a step in the right direction.

City College has been making great strides on being a good neighbor to the

Sunnyside.

I hope to see you at our next meeting. In the meantime if  anything

comes up that might need our attention, please don’t hesitate to give a call

415-902-7310 or e-mail me at Chris@CoghlanRealEstate.com. RRRRR

President's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's Message, continued from page 1

Fifty neighbors turned out for SNA’s information-packed May meeting.

Residents heard Christopher Putz of  SFPD’s Graffiti Abatement Unit;

Leland Yee, Speaker Pro Tem of  the California State Assembly; and Sean

Elsbernd, Supervisor, District 7.

Officer Putz talked about ways our neighborhood can combat the

recent surge in graffiti vandalism; see pages 4-5 for a complete report.

SNA is investigating how sound walls could be installed along I-280,

a project which would involve Caltrans and state funding so Assemblymen

Yee was asked to address that. He said SNA should work with our

supervisor to see if  local funds are available since state funds are limited

and creative financing will probably be needed. Christina Kerby in the

assemblyman’s office can be contacted for information at 415-557-2312 or

christina.kerby@asm.ca.gov.

This will be a lengthy process and SNA is looking for volunteers to

work on this project; contact any board member if you are interested.

Supervisor Sean Elsbernd reported on several current concerns,

including FedEx's recent use of  older, noisy aircraft at Oakland’s airport at

night. This has generated noise complaints in San Francisco and the SF

Board of  Supervisors has asked Oakland to fix the problem.

Two medical marijuana “pot clubs” have opened on Ocean Avenue

and a third was on its way when a moratorium was imposed [it has since

been extended] while the supervisors consider regulations.

The Monterey corridor will be treated as a unit for traffic calming

purposes. This involve several neighborhood associations and Elsbernd

encouraged SNA to work together. with the other groups.

The City's projected budget gap of $105,000,000 may be closer to

$65,000,000 and some proposed cuts may not have to be made.

General Assistance rolls have dropped by 70% during since Care Not

Cash was implemented a year ago.

Plan to attend SNA's next meeting on Monday, August 1, for updates

on these and other neighborhood issues.. RRRRR

Dreyer’s Ice Cream has
agreed to provide free ice
cream for the Sunnyside
Neighborhood Association
Picnic on Saturday,
October 8 from 11:00-3:00
at the Sunnyside
Playground field. Save the
date and plan to take part in
this year’s fun!!

Last year more than 100
neighbors enjoyed an
afternoon in the park of
good food, music,
entertainment and meeting
their neighbors and the
2005 event promises to be
even better.

Sunnyside resident Fanny
Granata has generously
donated a lovely quilt which
will be raffled during the
picnic.

SNA is soliciting other raffle
prizes. Volunteers are also
needed for publicity, set-up
and clean-up.

If you can donate a raffle
item or a few hours of your
time  to help make the 2005
picnic a success, please
contact Bill Wilson, SNA
Secretary, 415-239-8203.
See you at the park! RRRRR

May Meeting Focuses
On Upsurge in Graffiti,
How to Fund Sound Wall

Fall SNA Picnic
Planning
Now Underway
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SNA Contacts

Sunnyside News

From the EditorPlease contact any board
member when you have
neighborhood concerns.

President – Chris Coghlan
Chris@CoghlanHomes.com
415-902-7310

Vice-President – Ric Lopez
RicLopez@snasf.org

Treasurer – Robin Levine
r_levine@yahoo.com

Secretary – Bill Wilson
wfwilson@sbcglobal.net
239-8203

Member-at-Large – Jennifer
Heggie, 415-412-5548.

You can also reach us at SNA,
PO Box 27615, San
Francisco, CA 94127, or
info@snasf.org.

Visit www.snasf.org. RRRRR

SNA members, if the date on
your mailing label is June

2005 or earlier, it’s time to
pay your dues.

Questions about your
membership information?
Contact Rita Evans, 587-
6234, or rita_e@pacbell.net.

Sunnyside News is published four times per year. SNA encourages

members to submit news, features or letters to the editor to Sunnyside
News. All letters must be signed. All items are subject to editing..

For more information, including the next newsletter deadline, please

contact Sunnyside News editor Rita Evans, 415-587-6234,

rita_e@pacbell.net, or at SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA, 94127.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association assumes no responsibility for the statements
and opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial views do not necessarily

represent the official position of SNA. RRRRR

RRRRR

Time to Pay
Your Dues?

Take a stroll near the west end of  Marston or Havelock and you may be in

for quite a surprise. The greenhouses which occupied the site for at least 85

years have been demolished, opening up the area and serving as a sign of

changes to come in the City College campus.

The lot has been graded and the college is waiting for bids for

fencing to surround the area. The six-foot fence will be topped with a two-

foot lattice, affording some privacy to neighbors living in the adjacent

properties. This area will be used for parking for the next couple of  years

while construction takes place elsewhere on the campus.

The decrepit bungalows along Phelan Avenue which have provided

classroom space for decades longer than planned will probably be demol-

ished by the time you read this. In their place will be a new Student Health

Center. This attractive building and its extensive landscaping will be a big

improvement to the corner of Phelan and Judson. Groundbreaking is

scheduled for late June.

After years of  planning at City College, it’s encouraging to finally see

some concrete improvements at this heavily used educational facility that

will enhance our neighborhood as well. RRRRR

by Rita Evans
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Sunnyside News

RRRRRVol. 6, No. 2

Voice of the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
30 Years of Neighbors Helping Neighbors, 1975-2005

SNA
Meetings

Monday, August 1
Monday, November 7

7:00 pm

St. Finn Barr Church
Church Hall

Edna at Hearst

All Sunnyside residents
are invited to attend.

Sunnyside
Picnic

Saturday, October 8
Sunnyside Park

Details on page 7

Garage Sale

Saturday, June 25
Details on page 6

President's
Message

President's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's MessagePresident's Message, continued on page 3

Here it is May. Baseball is in full swing, school is almost out and the new

bridge might get built yet. Here in the Sunnyside life keeps going as well.

We had a great meeting on May 2. Officer Christopher Putz from the

SFPD Graffiti Abatement Unit gave an excellent presentation on how we

can help fight graffiti. The main message was report it, take a picture of it,

and clean it up as quickly as possible (see pages 4-5).

We also had Assemblyman Leland Yee and Supervisor Sean Elsbernd

give us state and city updates (see page 3). They were even good enough to

hold question and answer sessions as well.

Our Board has been holding bi-monthly meetings with Sean

Elsbernd. The last couple of times he brought along City department

representatives to brief us on city plans for our neighborhood.

We have our community garage sale coming up June 25. Jennifer

Heggie is spearheading that effort so please get in touch with her if  you

want to participate at snagarages@yahoo.com. It’s a great way to make

some cash and meet your neighbors.

We are making progress with our website, we have a great volunteer

who is getting it up and running so that we can upload new information

easily. The plan is to post pages on at least a weekly basis. We are also going

to post our newsletter as well.

The Underground Utility Task Force is finally holding meetings. I was

appointed by Supervisor Elsbernd to represent our district. We have only

had one meeting so there is not much to report, but I will keep you posted.

Construction still hasn’t started on the City College Student Health

Facility,  but the project to construct a temporary parking lot on the

greenhouses’ site on Havelock is in full swing.

by Chris Coghlan


