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President’s MessageSNA
2009

Membership
Meetings

February 2
May 4

August 3
November 2

Safeway Meeting
January 12

(see flyer and page 7)

St. Finn Barr
Church Hall

Edna at Hearst

All meetings
at 7:00 pm

Meet your neighbors
and hear what’s
going on in our

neighborhood.

RRRRR

RRRRR

President’s Message, continued on page 3

by Nicole Nantista

As I sit to write my message for our last newsletter of 2008, I cannot help

but reflect on this year. Allow me to digress from Sunnyside-specific topics

for a few sentences.

I’ll caveat these sentences by saying that the SNA organization does not

endorse any political group or candidate.

 Today is November 5th, the day after our historic national and local

elections. The results of  this election year have touched each of  us as

individuals differently in many ways. And regardless of  your political

affiliation and choices made on November 4th, I think we can all agree that

is a remarkable time to be living in the United States.

 I’ve always been fascinated by the election process / experience in our

country. And election day sometimes reminds me of  New Year’s Eve:

excitement triggered by the possibilities of  a fresh start. Which of  course

brings to mind the hopeful, well-meaning resolutions we tend to make.

 Perhaps like me, you’ve read, listened to, and watched umpteen pre-

election, election, and post-election news articles and programs. At times I

was moved, scared, disgusted, and inspired throughout this experience.

 One of the more interesting reactions to the Presidential election, I’ve

found, is the number of people who have said that while they did not vote

for Barack Obama, they were prepared to support him as President.

These comments eventually led me to my dictionary. One definition of

“society”, according to the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, is “A

body of  individuals living as members of  a community; community.” The

fourth edition of the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Lan-

guage, lists : “The totality of  social relationships among humans.”

 Those definitions made me think of  our group. One of  the best parts

of an organization like the SNA, is the forum it provides for us to be



Page 2 Sunnyside News

Please contact any board
member when you have
neighborhood concerns.

President
Nicole Nantista
natvnykr@m1sf.com

Vice President
Neysa Fligor
nfligor@gmail.com

Treasurer
Richard Goldman
richard2sf@earthlink.net
334-3362

Secretary
Monica Ramirez
maracinom@yahoo.com

Member-at-Large
Chris Coghlan
Chris@CoghlanRealEstate.com
902-7310

You can also reach us at
SNA, PO Box 27615,
San Francisco, CA 94127,
or info@snasf.org.

Visit SNA’s website at
www.snasf.org.

SNA
Contacts

Sunnyside News is published four times per year. SNA encourages

members to submit news, features or letters to the editor. All

letters must be signed. All items are subject to editing.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association assumes no responsibility for the state-

ments and opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial views do not

necessarily represent the official position of SNA. R

Sunnyside News

RRRRR

It’s very clear that the Planning Dept. and MTA intend to proceed with

installing bike lanes on Phelan Avenue. Traffic lanes or parking will be

removed to accommodate them.

We all know how congested this heavily traveled through-route is

now, especially with City College traffic and vehicles entering and

exiting the parking lot. It’s going to get a lot worse once buses start

using Phelan as a turnaround from the Phelan Loop. Now remove a

traffic lane – not a pretty sight, is it?

But don’t bicyclists deserve a safe, flat through this area? Of  course

they do – and the logical place for those bike lanes is the Lee Avenue

extension. It will parallel Phelan about a block to the west.

The Planning Dept. has turned a deaf  ear to SNA’s request to

reconsider their plans. If  you want to have a say, contact Supervisor

Sean Elsbernd TODAY, sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org or 415-554-6516.

Tell him Sunnyside residents want a good solution that benefits

everyone – bike lanes on the Lee extension.

In today’s crime report from Captain Denis O’Leary:

A 69-year-old Sunnyside woman was approached outside a church by
another woman who showed her a lottery ticket and explained that she
could not cash it because of her citizenship. A man joined the women and
made a phone call to another person who explained to the first woman that
anyone could redeem the prize ($265,000) if they produced the ticket with
$50,000 because the lottery was overseas. The pair accompanied the
Sunnyside woman to her bank where she took $50,000 from her account.

The pair then distracted the woman and absconded with her money.

From the Editor

by Rita Evans

Please beware of con artists and scammers, and please, watch out for

your older family members and neighbors.  R
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R

Supervisor
Sean Elsbernd

You can reach District 7
Supervisor Sean Elsbernd at
sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org
(his preference) or call 415-
554-6516.

President’s Message, from page 1

You can reach Captain Denis
O’Leary at 415-404-4030 or
email Denis.O’Leary@sfgov.
org.

Police Newsletter

To receive daily emails with
summaries of serious crime
incidents, send an email to:
InglesideStation Newsletter-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Captain
Denis O’Leary

heard, regardless of our indi-

vidual opinion or stance on any

issue, while we work together to

pursue our goals for the overall

good of  our community.

 We – the entire membership

– will not always collectively

agree on every issue.  So, rather

than dwell on the disagreement

itself, let’s celebrate our ability to

engage in healthy, productive,

successful debates.   R

It’s come as a surprise to many neighbors that the development of

Phelan Avenue and the Reservoir are part of  the Balboa Park Station

Area Plan.

SNA representatives have been attending meetings and making

comments regarding various projects presented under the Balboa Park

umbrella by the Planning Department since 2000. It wasn’t until last

Wednesday when Robin Levine and I met privately with Planning’s

Kate McGee and John Billovitz at Sean Elsbernd’s office, however,

that I feel we have been heard.

One of the key components of the far-reaching Balboa Park Plan

is bike lanes on Phelan Avenue. To accommodate the bike lanes, either

traffic lanes would be reduced (eliminated), parking would be reduced,

or both.

I know almost all of us want more bicycle use by commuters and

safer traffic corridors. Unfortunately I have not been shown any

reasonable design that would allow for bicycle lanes on Phelan while

maintaining the needed traffic flow for  the ONLY street that allows

most people of  the Sunnyside and Upper Westwood Park access to

southbound 280. As it is now, there are traffic jams while people make

their way through this bottleneck.

There have been several alternatives offered to the MTA and the

Planning Dept. on this issue. The new Lee Avenue extension will run

from Ocean Avenue north behind City College’s new buildings before

swinging east and intersecting with Phelan on the south side of Riordan

High School. The Lee extension would be a perfect route for bike

lanes. Another alternative would be to route bicycle traffic along

Circular to Havelock and then to Ocean Avenue by the the college’s

new Health and Wellness Center.

My hope is that the MTA will get with this program. I was very

disappointed that MTA’s representative at SNA’s November member-

ship meeing was unable to answer our questions about the implemen-

tation of  bike lanes on Phelan Avenue. I plan to meet with MTA’s

planners to make sure all options are discussed. All traffic data must be

drawn from peak times – 7 am to 10 am and 5 pm to 9 pm – when

we experience the greatest impact. We can’t have a repeat of  the traffic

study conducted a couple of years ago between 2 pm and 4 pm.

Bike Lanes on Phelan? continued on page 6

Balboa Park Plan Update

Bike Lanes on Phelan?
Discussion with MTA
Focuses on Traffic

by Chris Coghlan
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by Robin Levine

Treasurer’s
Report

SNA Responds to Latest
Threat to Judson Hill

Beginning Balance

 8/4/08        $3833.14

Income:          $520.15

Membership Dues

Interest

Expenses:          $560.03

Bienniel NonProfit CA filing
St Finn Barr Hall rental
Summer 2008 newsletter

Nov. mtg postcard mailing

Closing Balance

11/3/08        $3793.26

We are purchasing items for
the Sunnyside Park Club-
house with $85 previously

earmarked for that purpose.

Richard Goldman
SNA  Treasurer

Responding to a new threat to Judson Hill, Chris Coghlan and I met

with City College officials on October 10 to address proposed changes

to a maintenance road at the base of the hill.

At a public meeting on September 24, City College revealed plans

to construct an 8' wide maintenance road to the north and east of the

proposed soccer field. Some faculty members requested a widening of

the road beyond 8' to allow them to more easily drive around while

looking for parking spots close to Batmale Hall. Some faculty sug-

gested the extra footage could come from Judson Hill.

At our October 10 meeting with Interim Chancellor Don Griffin

and Vice Chancellor Peter Goldstein, Goldstein said that the first

option to pick up extra footage would be to reduce the thickness of

the retaining walls.  The second option would be to determine if  the

field could be shorter than 330' and still be a regulation-size field.

SNA’s suggestion to take footage from a 12' wide path to be built

to the south of the field is not under consideration. Wherever the

footage comes from, however, Griffin and Goldstein assured us on

October 10 that it will NOT come from Judson Hill.

On November 12, City College held a public meeting and pre-

sented its solution to widening the maintenance road to the north of

the soccer field. There we heard that the road will be 12 feet wide and

that the extra footage will come from–guess where?–Judson Hill!!!

Following protests, Associate Vice Chancellor Jim Blomquist

suggested that he get some specific numbers regarding how many feet

of  the hill City College is requesting. The SNA City College Committee

then can look at the request and respond.

MOU re. Use of Soccer Field

The proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the

SNA and the college regarding limiting use of the coming soccer field

to City College classes and teams appears to be on track. Goldstein

indicated on September 24 that Chancellor Griffin appeared willing to

sign off on it.

Goldstein will check with the college Engineering Department

regarding a maximum decibel level. At our request, the college will

conduct its annual fundraising soccer camp for girls on the football

field for five weekends next summer. If  it doesn’t work out, we’ll

address this at a future time. The MOU will not list the summer soccer

campers as a group allowed to use the soccer field.

The MOU will be presented to the City College Board of  Trustees

for final approval.  R
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Help us modernize our
communication by taking
our website to the next level.
We need a guru to program
a site that’s user-friendly
and low maintenance but
allows us to update the
com-munity and share infor-
mation. Creativity a plus. 

If you’re interested, please
contact SNA President
Nicole Nantista,

natvnykr@m1sf.com.

Wanted:
Web Guru for
SNA Website

On the night before an historic presidential election, a full agenda drew

almost 60 neighbors to SNA’s November 3 membership meeting.

Captain Denis O’Leary

Ingleside Station’s Captain Denis O’Leary commended a neighbor who

saw a mugging in progress, stopped her car, and caused the robbers to

run away. Watching out for each other is typical of  our neighborhood.

New Street Cleaning Schedule

Mohammed Nuru, Operations Chief at the Department of Public

Works, described the city’s new street cleaning schedule. In line with

cities throughout the country, most streets are now cleaned twice a

month instead of once a week.

If you have problems with a dirty block, call DPW or contact

SNA President Nicole Nantista who will funnel comments to DPW.

Holiday Lights on Monterey

SNA Vice President Neysa Fligor described an initiative she is leading

to have lights along Monterey during the holiday season. If time is too

short for this year, she will pursue it for 2009.

Supervisor Sean Elsbernd

Responding to a neighbor’s question about a blighted property on

Monterey which has been an unsightly mess for years, District 7

Supervisor Sean Elsbernd said that on January 1, legislation will go into

effect that will require property owners to maintain minimum stan-

dards of  appearance. Enforcement will be driven by complaints.

Proposed Bike Lanes on Phelan

Damon Curtis of  the Metropolitan Transportation Authority an-

nounced that the Draft San Francisco Bicycle Plan Environmental

Impact Report, which includes bike lanes on Phelan, is due at the end

of  November. MTA also is looking into bike lanes on Ocean to

provide a safe route to BART.

Reducing Phelan from two traffic lanes to one traffic lane in each

direction is one option being considered for Phelan. Other alternatives

being considered include no bike lanes and putting bike lanes on the

new Lee extension. To respond to the draft EIR once it’s issued, go to

MTA’s website (http://www.sfmta.com/cms/bproj/bikeplan.htm).

November SNA Meeting, continued on page 6

Street Cleaning, Blight Relief,
and Safeway among Topics
at November SNA Meeting

by Rita Evans

The SNA Board would like to
show support on behalf of the
SNA, to the Riccardi family who
has been displaced by the ex-
plosion in their home on Congo

on November 16.

There is never a good time to
deal with something like this,
and the current economy
and approaching holidays likely

make it even more difficult.

We are asking for donations
from SNA members. Please

send checks to:

SNA

PO Box 27615

SF, CA 94127

attn: Riccardi Fund

Checks are preferable. All
donations are welcome. 

Donations Sought
for Family Displaced
by Explosion
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I know I may sound a bit harsh, but experience

with MTA doesn’t inspire confidence. I can’t count

the number of calls I’ve made to MTA, asking them

to fix the traffic light timing at Phelan and the

parking lot. We’ve been told it’s supposed to be a

traffic-activated light, but everyone sits at the red

light late at night and on weekends when no other

cars are in sight. Until MTA manages to get this

single traffic light to work properly, I’ll reserve my

judgment about their ability to plan and implement

significant traffic changes such as bike lanes on

Phelan.

What else is in store under the umbrella of the

Balboa Park Station Area Plan? Plans are afoot to

change the bus turnaround and layover area behind

the Fire Station on Ocean, aka the Phelan Loop.

Buses currently enter and exit on Ocean Avenue

to use the Phelan Loop. The new plan is to have

buses enter on Ocean and turn behind the fire

station. They will pull out onto Phelan, immediately

cross into the left lane, and make a left turn in order

to proceed eastbound on Ocean.

Even without the addition of this extra bus

traffic, this intersection is already operating at an

unacceptable level of  service according to MTA’s

own definitions. I think you know my thoughts

about adding more traffic to Phelan Avenue.

If you have any thoughts or comments on the

Phelan Loop, adding bike lanes on Phelan, or

maintaining current traffic and parking lanes, please

get in touch. You can email, telephone or write a

letter to me. I will make sure your voice is heard.

Next time I’ll be talking about the renewed

push for housing on the Reservoir. Yikes… R

Bike Lanes on Phelan? continued from page 3

Safeway Project

A representative from Safeway said the Monterey

store project will involve a complete tear-down of

the existing building and the construction of a larger

store with rooftop parking only.

The project will be the sole focus of a meeting

on January 12, 2009. See page 7 or the flyer insert in

this issue for details   R

November SNA Meeting, continued from page 5

SNA T-Shirt Design
Contest Deadline
Extended to February 2

Since we received just three designs for the official
SNA T-shirt, the deadline has been extended to
February 2, 2009.

We’ll have a great prize for the winner from one of
our local merchants, so don’t delay!

Submit images as PNG files in RGB color (no
CMYK). JPEG files will also be accepted, but
are discouraged. No other graphic file format
will be accepted. If you need a graphic design
scanned, email
Richard_Goldman@comcast.net.

You may submit more than one design. All designs
must be your own original work. Copyrighted
images cannot be used, unless properly
licensed.

By submitting your design, you are allowing the
SNA to use it to generate revenue for the SNA
only. The winner will not receive financial
compensation in any form, but will receive a
prize.

You may draw your design by hand or create it on
a computer. In either case, your submission
must be made electronically via email as
specified above.

The maximum printable area on the shirt is
10"x10". Images submitted should have a
minimum resolution of 300dpi at their intended
size

Submissions containing profanity, obscenity,
political slogans/affiliations, or inappropriate
imagery will be automatically rejected.

All ages are eligible to enter. Minors must have
permission from a parent or guardian.

Deadline for submission is February 2, 2009, via
email attachment to richard_goldman @comcast
.net. R
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R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
is $15 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.

Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:
SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127

Name (please print) _________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________ Zip Code _________

Phone____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________

Check one: Household $15______ or Business $25 ______

Additional donation: $ ________ Fall08

Donations to Sunnyside Neighborhood Association, a  501(c)(3) non-profit organization, are tax-deductible.

Time to Renew Your
SNA Membership?

For many SNA members, it’s time to renew your

membership. Check the date on your mailing label;

if  it’s December 2008 or earlier, your dues are due.

We hope you decide to renew your membership.

Your $15 annual dues support a local organization

that works with city departments on your behalf,

acts as a liaison to City College, helps improve our

local parks, and is part of what makes Sunnyside a

great place to live.

There’s a membership form below. Please renew

your membership, or join SNA today!  R

Special Neighborhood
Meeting

Proposed Safeway Project

Monday, January 12, 2009
7:00 pm

St. Finn Barr Church Hall

This meeting will be dedicated solely
to a discussion of Safeway’s

proposed remodel
of the Monterey Boulevard store.

Safeway representatives will present
updated information on the project.
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

Time to renew?
Send your dues today!

Sunnyside – A Great Place to
Live! The neighborhood is
bounded by Mangels Avenue,
Ridgewood Avenue, Flood Avenue,
Phelan Avenue, Ocean Avenue,
Interstate 280, Circular Avenue
 and Baden Street.

Sunnyside
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