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President’s MessageSNA
Meeting

August 4
7:00 pm

Proposed bike lanes
on Phelan Avenue,

CCSF soccer field

St. Finn Barr
Church Hall,

Edna at Hearst

SNA meets the
first Monday of
February, May,

August and
November.

Meet your neighbors
and hear what’s
going on in our

neighborhood.
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by Chris Coghlan

Summer is upon us and I’m busier than ever. We have some of  the same

and some new pressing issues in the neighborhood.

My last President’s message got some people excited. I got one

downright nasty response and a few more thoughtful ones. I’m not looking

to be a lightning rod, but I don’t want to be silent on things that I feel will

impact our neighborhood.

The bike lane issue on Phelan will work itself out whether we do

anything or not. I think we need to discuss it more among all of us to find

out what the majority wants. Unfortunately, I usually don’t hear from

people until something has already happened.

If  MTA could get the light at the reservoir working properly, I would

probably have more faith in them when the try to say bike lanes won’t have

a negative impact. How many times do I need to stop at the reservoir

when there is no traffic exiting? On top of that, they want to wrap the

buses around the firehouse and dump them onto Phelan. This is definitely a

NIMBY (not in my back yard) issue. I’d like to ask those of  you who will

be most impacted by traffic changes on Phelan to get more involved.

The other thing I got hammered on was my view on the “over

building” of  Phelan loop. I still don’t think we need a 55' tall building on

that site. As the skyward movement of buildings move away from down-

town, our open space and quality of  life diminishes. I realize the idea is that

if they cram more people along bus routes more people will ride public

transit. It seems to me the outcome will be more people and more blight

throughout the city. What’s next, a 60' tall building at the Monterey Safeway

site?

CCSF is planning a regulation-size soccer field just bellow Judson Hill. I

have mixed feelings on this, but some members are getting hot under the

PresPresPresPresPres, continued on page 3
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Please contact any board
member when you have
neighborhood concerns.

President
Chris Coghlan
Chris@CoghlanRealEstate.com
902-7310

Vice President
Nicole Nantista
natvnykr@m1sf.com

Treasurer
Richard Goldman
richard2sf@earthlink.net
334-3362

Secretary
Robin Levine
r_levine@yahoo.com
469-7884

Member-at-Large
Monica Ramirez
maracinom@yahoo.com

You can also reach us at
SNA, PO Box 27615,
San Francisco, CA 94127,
or info@snasf.org.

Visit SNA’s website at
www.snasf.org.

SNA
Contacts

RRRRR

To the Editor:

I am confident that a bicycling and transit-friendly Sunnyside is a better

Sunnyside (and will help the environment, too).

Adding bike lanes on other streets in San Francisco communities

has dramatically increased the safety of cyclists without any significant

inconvenience to drivers. I remember the very first bike lanes in the city

on Valencia Street. The freedom to ride without constantly dodging

cars was wonderful! While San Francisco’s bicycle network still has

important gaps, it has made bicycling in the City much safer and cycling

rates have skyrocketed. We need safe places in our neighborhood, too,

for Sunnyside kids and families, and good alternatives to locking in

increasing levels of car congestion.

I am lucky that there are narrow neighborhood streets with one

lane for both directions of traffic where cars drive slowly and most of

my neighbors are so courteous to cyclists and pedestrians that they

usually wave me ahead at an intersection, even if they were there first. I

feel safe enough to ride every school day to Sunnyside Elementary with

my daughter. Everyone should have a safe place to ride.

Bike lanes around City College are one good place to start. I drive

by City College on Phelan Street when I use Route 280, and bike that

way also, but never felt safe enough to take my daughter that way

when it was a direct route to her preschool. I don’t think bike lanes

would be a problem for neighborhood residents who choose to drive.

I would like to see access to Balboa BART fixed, new develop-

ment (within the limits of zoning rules) funneled to transit-friendly

areas, and improved bike and pedestrian safety as alternatives to

increasing levels of car congestion in Sunnyside neighborhood.

Ed Pike

Sunnyside

Letter to the Editor

Bike Lanes in Sunnyside
Can Be a Plus
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Sunnyside News is published four times per year. SNA encourages

members to submit news, features or letters to the editor to

Sunnyside News. All letters must be signed. All items are subject to

editing.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association assumes no responsibility for the state-
ments and opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial views do not

necessarily represent the official position of SNA. R

Sunnyside News

RCCSF Soccer Field,CCSF Soccer Field,CCSF Soccer Field,CCSF Soccer Field,CCSF Soccer Field, continued on page 4

A regulation-size soccer field is slated for a quiet area of the City

College campus near Marston Avenue. The scale of  the project, with

great potential for noise and traffic problems, has come as a surprise to

SNA.

Construction of a full-size soccer field on the site of the old day

care center was announced at SNA’s membership meeting on May 5,

2008, where City College Associate Vice Chancellor Jim Blomquist

described several current building projects. The regulation-size field will

replace a practice-size field located on the site of  the new Wellness

Center on Ocean Avenue.

Original plans presented to SNA showed the old practice field

replaced with a new practice field. After heavy lobbying by some

alumni (with deep pockets?) and the college’s Physical Education Dept.,

however, the College has decided to build a regulation-size field

instead.

To follow up on Blomquist’s presentation, SNA Officers Chris

Coghlan, Richard Goldman and I met with City College’s Interim

Chancellor Don Griffin, Vice Chancellor Peter Goldstein, Jim

Blomquist and District 7 Supervisor Sean Elsbernd on May 30, 2008.

Soccer FieldSoccer FieldSoccer FieldSoccer FieldSoccer Field

We asked whether the soccer field would have bleachers. Drawings

provided some months ago are somewhat outdated. There is one low

concrete wall in the current design on which people can perch. Tempo-

Traffic, Noise Expected
With CCSF Soccer Field

by Robin Levine

collar about it. I see the field as

open space, but some neighbors

see it as a center of noise and

traffic issues. The main concern

I’ve heard is that it will bring in

people through the weekend

when things are otherwise quiet

around there.

The fact that the soccer field

at Balboa Park is falling apart and

the money being spent on

campus could go a long way to

do the repairs just adds to the

concerns. I’ve been told that

moving money between City

College and San Francisco Parks

is very difficult, if not impossible.

Does that mean we should

just throw up our hands and say

it can’t be done? Yes, I’m asking

you the question.

In closing, I’m making a “call

to arms” to all neighbors -- step

up and get involved! The board

is over taxed and needs youryouryouryouryour

help.      R

Pres,Pres,Pres,Pres,Pres, continued from page 1

Contact
Supervisor

Sean Elsbernd

You can reach District 7
Supervisor Sean Elsbernd at
415-554-6516 or email
sean.elsbernd@sfgov.org.
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R

rary bleachers will be hauled out for occasional specific events, and

then hauled back in again.

City College is adamant that Judson Hill will not be touched.

Construction has been slowed to allow faculty input. Apart from

preliminary work involving tree removal and moving some trees,

nothing is scheduled before school resumes in the fall. CCSF will hold

an informational meeting in August and will invite SNA members.

In response to entreaties to lower the field as much as possible so

that it is not “in the face” of  neighbors on Marston Avenue, the college

tells us that it will be 4' lower than the football field.

A large retaining wall will be constructed six feet south of the

north curb of  Marston Road (Marston Avenue’s name once it is on the

campus).  An ADA-compliant path for pedestrians and bicyclists may

be installed on the north side of the field. News of this path, which

was not part of our original talks about the soccer field, comes as a big

disappointment. Closing Marston Road could have provided a respite

from the impact of  students for Marston Avenue residents.

It’s distressing how often we meet with City College and hear

about some new problem the field will create for Sunnyside that was

previously omitted from our discussions.

We are extremely worried that the soccer field will bring more

noise and parking to our streets, especially on weekends when we now

get a break from college traffic. When Chris Coghlan and I met with

Chancellor Phil Day, Peter Goldstein and Jim Blomquist about the

soccer field on Feb. 8, 2008, we were told the Phys Ed Dept. would

use the field on weekdays, City College’s soccer team does not play on

weekends and Lick Wilmerding would use the field weekdays from

3:00-5:00 p.m.

So it was a real surprise to hear at our meeting with Goldstein,

Blomquist and Griffin on May 30, that there will be an absolute uproar

if the field is not made available and youth soccer leagues from “all

over” would seek City College out to book use of the field on

weekends. College officials suggested a written agreement limiting the

use of the field, but that agreement may not have any teeth.

The bottom line is that we don’t want it used AT ALL on week-

ends. Weekends are our only break from students who park in our

driveways and dump garbage on our streets.

Why isn’t the field being built on the on site of the north and south

gyms which are to be demolished this summer? The gym site alone is

not big enough and CCSF feared a prohibitively high price for the

tennis court property, even if  the City was willing to sell it.

A regulation-size soccer field on City College’s campus could have

a huge impact on Sunnyside. Ask questions and have your voice heard

at our membership meeting on August 4 at St. Finn Barr Church Hall.

Watch for the meeting at City College and be prepared to send e-mails

to college officials and trustees.

CCSF Soccer Field, CCSF Soccer Field, CCSF Soccer Field, CCSF Soccer Field, CCSF Soccer Field, continued from page 3

Beginning Balance:

4/1/2008     $3104.26*

Income:

Dues                     $1245.00
Donations                 160.00
Bank Interest                0.26

Total Money in:     $1405.26

Expenses:

Spring newsltr :        476.11
Rent St. Finn Barr      50.00

Total Expenses:        526.11

Closing Balance:  

6/1/2008       $3983.41

* Includes $85 earmarked for the
Sunnyside Playground.

Richard Goldman
SNA Treasurer

Treasurer’s
Report

CCSFCCSFCCSFCCSFCCSF continued on next page
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ParkingParkingParkingParkingParking

An on-campus parking lot with more than 300 spaces will replace the

north and south gyms which are being demolished this summer.

 The contractors will exercise dust control. Call the site office

number, 452-2600, with any complaints. Mike McGuire and Steve

Barnes are the individuals in charge for the contractor.

When the theatre and mixed-use building are completed on the

west side of  Phelan Avenue, 100-200 parking spots on the campus will

be lost. When all construction outlined in the current Master Plan is

completed, about 35 parking spots will be gained.

Phelan AvenuePhelan AvenuePhelan AvenuePhelan AvenuePhelan Avenue

The City is looking at installing bike lanes on Phelan Avenue. Either

a lane of traffic or a lane of parking would be removed.

It’s been suggested that bike lanes should be installed on the

campus itself  rather than on Phelan Avenue. Sean Elsbernd pointed out

that, with the current  injunction on construction of bike lanes, and no

City funds to implement them, the only chance at bike lanes might be

lanes on the campus itself where the injunction would not be an issue.

City College is amenable to this, bike lanes installed on the campus

would be paid for by the College, not by the City, and Supervisor

Elsbernd said he would be willing to talk to the Planning Dept.

There will be a bike lane on Lee Ave., the new entrance to the

portion of  the campus west of  Phelan Ave. RRRRR

Remember, attend the August 4 SNA meeting where you can learn

more about these projects and make sure your voice is heard!

This peaceful spot on campus may not be quiet much longer.

If you are concerned
about the traffic, noise
and other problems a
soccer field at CCSF
could bring to Sunnyside
and would you like to talk
to others who care about
the college’s plans,
please contact Ellen Wall:

Ellen Wall
225 Edna Street

587-08326
ewall@ccsf.edu

WANTED

Editor for
Sunnyside News

Interested in neighbor-
hood events? Looking for
an outlet for your writing
or editing experience?
Want to contribute to
SNA?

Sunnyside News is
looking for a new editor.

For more information,
contact Chris Coghlan,
Chris@CoghlanRealEstate.com,
902-7310.

Concerned about
the Soccer Field?
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On Wednesday, May 20, the Presidio YMCA

organized Sunnyside Elementary School’s first

bicycle rodeo. Fourth and fifth graders were given a

memorable lesson in bicycle safety. A lucky few

even learned to ride a bike for the first time that day.

Pulling up with a van full of donated and

cheaply purchased mountain bikes, three dedicated

counselors from the Y sett up obstacle courses on

the playground. Complete with simulated railroad

tracks, ramps, stop signs, intersections and orange

cones, the counselors recreated the streets of San

School Rodeos
Teach Kids
To Ride Safely

Francisco in miniature. Students were given a bicycle

to use, a helmet to keep if they didn’t own one and

70 minutes of dedicated instruction in the basics of

bicycle awareness and safety.

“It was rewardng to see the success of those

students who did not have the skills to ride or ability

to balance on a bicycle mastering those skills by the

end of  the session” said fifth grade teacher Ms.

Wagner. “Some of  the kids never had exposure to

riding before. You could see the fear in their faces

turn into smiles of excitement and joy as they began

to ride.” “I enjoyed it a lot,” said 5th grader Isabella.

“I learned how to ride with brakes on the handle

bars.” Fifth grader Celeste said, “It was my third

time on a bike. I don’t know how to ride. I don’t

own a bike but I would like to learn.” And fifth

grader Camilla added, “It made me more aware

when I ride my bike. I learned how to go on the

ramp. I was scared before but not after.”

Kids also had fun with bikes at the School’s

annual SpringFest on May 31. Parent Jon Winston

improvised a second rodeo with orange cones

strategically placed around the tetherball courts. Kids

with bicycles and helmets rode the course and

shared their bikes with other kids at the fair. Winston

was thrilled to have had the privilege of helping two

first-graders learn to ride for the very first time. He

said, “It’s exciting to see these kids take off  and

experience a new kind of freedom and indepen-

dence. A rite of passage kids feel when they ride a

bike for the first time.”     R

by Karen Franklin

Garbage cans – the black, blue and green bins – on

sidewalks are unsightly, an obstacle to pedestrians

and a violation of the local municipal code.

It’s illegal to store your bins on the sidewalk.

Cans may be placed on the sidewalk after 6:00 p.m.

on the day before collection day. They must be

removed from the sidewalk within 24 hours of

collection. Cans must be stored out of sight.  R

Stash Your Garbage Cans
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R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
is $15 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.

Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:
SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127

Name (please print) _________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________ Zip Code _________

Phone____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________

Check one: Household $15______ or Business $25 ______

Additional donation: $ ________ Spr08

Donations to Sunnyside Neighborhood Association, a  501(c)(3) non-profit organization, are tax-deductible.

Time to Renew Your
SNA Membership?

Is there an abandoned vehicle on your street

collecting parking tickets or debris? Send an email

or call with the description and location for

enforcement action by Ingleside Station officers.

You can learn about police activities and criminal

actions in the neighborhood by subscribing to the

Ingleside Station Newsletter. Send an email to:

InglesideStationNewsletter-subscribe@yahoogroups

.com.

Captain Denis F. O’Leary
Ingleside Station

415-404-4030
415-404-4008 fax

Denis.O’Leary@sfgov.org

Get Rid of Abandoned Vehicles,
Sign up for Newsletter

For many SNA members, it’s time to renew your

membership. Check the date on your mailing label;

it it’s July 2008 or earlier, your dues are due.

We hope that you decide to renew your

membership. Your $15 annual dues support a local

organization that works with city departments on

your behalf, acts as a liaison to City College, helps

improve our local parks, and is part of what makes

Sunnyside a great place to live.

There’s membership form below. Please renew

your membership or join SNA today!
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

Time to renew?
Send your dues today!

Sunnyside – A Great Place to
Live! The neighborhood is
bounded by Mangels Avenue,
Ridgewood Avenue, Flood Avenue,
Phelan Avenue, Ocean Avenue,
Interstate 280, Circular Avenue
 and Baden Street.

Sunnyside
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