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by Don Price

President’s
Message

Hello again to all from the Sunnyside Neighborhood

Association (SNA). SNA meets three times per

year, on the second Tuesday in February, May,

October. We also publish two newsletters per year.

We mail meeting notice cards to all paid members,

and we will mail special notice cards if issues come

up that effect our neighborhood.

All this for only $10 per household...a bargain!

We keep the membership dues low to insure all

neighbors who want to be members can afford it.

Dues are used to support the newsletter and mail-

ings, with all other aspects of the association on a

volunteer basis. Please send in your annual dues of

$10 now to insure you stay on the mailing list.

If you received this newsletter for the first time

via hand-delivery, welcome! We hand deliver the

Spring newsletter to every household in Sunnyside as

a service to all new residents, and to make sure that

all neighbors know that SNA exists. If you are new

to the neighborhood, please take a moment to join

your neighborhood association and come to our

meetings at the Sunnyside Elementary school.

Two current areas of interest I would like to

address are the City College/Judson Avenue hill area

and the Sunnyside Park rejuvenation. As many of

you know, in 1993 SNA successfully opposed the

college’s plan to build a gigantic warehouse on the

Judson Avenue hill. This is the sloped hill, with the

eucalyptus grove and open space, directly below

Judson at Foerster. Now it is time to act on a memo-

randum-of-understanding with CCSF for future use

of the hill, to keep it as an open space area. I have

met with the new CCSF chancellor, Dr. Phillip Day,

and he supports maintaining the area as open space.

In this regard, SNA will start a series of

inquiries with CCSF and the City on how best to

insure that this space is left alone for future genera-

tions to enjoy as open space. SNA’s thinking is to

convert the space to a botanical garden, in conjunc-

tion with CCSF curriculum and neighbors who plant

there now, and as a Community Garden where plots

can be used for a growing season and are assigned

to individuals for the season.

Meetings about this project will be held this

1999 SNA Meetings

May 11
October 12

The Sunnyside Neighborhood Association meets

on the second Tuesday of February, May and

October.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

meetings are held at 7:30 pm. We recognize that

people live busy lives, so we keep our meetings

to just one hour.

Meet your neighbors and hear informative

speakers at Sunnyside Elementary School,

250 Foerster (between Flood and Hearst).  RRRRR

President's Message, continued on page 6
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February Meeting

New CC Chancellor
Shares Vision,
Responds to Concerns

Decay of CCSF main campus, buildings and

grounds — Dr. Day was asked about the deteriora-

tion of the Phelan campus. The buildings have not

been maintained or painted in years, the grounds are

poorly landscaped and maintained, and there seems

to always be money for everything else but repairs.

He stated that the district is aware that repairs are

badly needed and a future bond issue may be needed

to pay for them.

Note from Don Price: As president of SNA, I

must say that I was very impressed with Dr. Day

and his ideas. It seems likely to me that he will try

and follow through with his vision and promises, as

best as anyone can in the City and County of SF.

Dr. Day invited me to a “Listening Session” at

CCSF, for SNA, in January. CCSF held these

sessions at all campuses for the benefit of groups,

businesses and individuals to “listen” to the needs of

the community. Attending were four CCSF Board of

Trustee members, the Chancellor, and three depart-

ment chairs. They listened to about 40 people, myself

included, speak for 5 minutes each.

It was really nice to see some proactive work

with the community—in advance of problems—and

that this was done at the request of the Chancellor.

Dr. Day has some good ideas, and I am hopeful

that we can work together with him and the Board of

Trustees to insure that Sunnyside is included in the

Master Plan for the college and on individual projects

that will have an impact on us all.  R R R R R

Dr. Phillip Day, the new Chancellor of City College

of San Francisco (CCSF), was the featured speaker

at the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association’s

February meeting. He comes to CCSF from Daytona

Beach, Florida, where he was the Chancellor of the

community college district.

Dr. Day spoke about his vision for the college,

and said he plans to stay here for many years, unlike

his predecessors. He said he knew what he was

undertaking prior to accepting the job. Dr. Day

commented on several areas of interest to Sunnyside

residents:

 Parking – Although many neighbors are concerned

about  parking problems, CCSF believes that cur-

rently there is really no way to alleviate parking

problems. Both Phelan Avenue reservoirs are now

open to student parking, and the college is encourag-

ing students and staff to take public transportation.

This is, and probably always will be, an issue for the

Sunnyside neighborhood.

Judson Avenue hill open space — Dr. Day

supports the proposal for keeping this hill as open

space and promised to help SNA develop a plan to

do so with the community college district. He thinks

botanical and community gardens are a good idea.

Non-notification of neighbors concerning

building projects — Dr. Day was told that on three

occasions — the hill warehouse fiasco in 1993, the

tennis courts in 1997, and the new gym area bunga-

lows in 1998— CCSF did not notify neighbors about

major building projects until the project was ready to

go, or, in the case of the bungalows, not at all. He

was put on notice by SNA that if this happens again,

SNA and other surrounding neighborhoods will move

to block the project — and any other projects.

Neighborhood residents must be included in the

planning process from inception.

Send SNA Your
E-mail Address

SNA is online, and we’d like to add your

e-mail address to our database. Please

include it on your membership renewal,

or send it to Sunnyside-
Association@INAME.com. RRRRR
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From the Editor

by Rita Evans

What a lovely sight to see a profusion of wildflowers

thriving in the median strip of Monterey Blvd.!

The strip, which has been choked with weeds

and litter for most of the past decade, took on a

whole new look last spring. Responding to the bounty

of water brought on by El Nino, one type of flower

after another bloomed in a riot of color that lasted

several months.

The display continues this year, with our

beautiful state flower, the California poppy, showing

off its lovely orange and yellow petals. Those

exquisite  harbingers of spring, baby blue eyes, lift

their heads to the sun. Tidy tips and lupines add to

the colorful scene, as do many other species of our

native wildflowers.

I smile every time I see those flowers. And I

often wonder who took the initiative to sow the seeds

and bring such visual delight to Sunnyside – thank

you, whoever you are!  RRRRR

Sunnyside Neighborhood
Association

President - Don Price
Vice-President - Dave Wall
Treasurer - Rita D’Amico

Editor/Secretary - Rita Evans

If you wish to discuss neighborhood concerns,

contact the president or board members, or leave

questions or suggestions for SNA,  please call

Sunnyside Line, 415-331-1500 x100.Your call

will be returned within a week.

SNA’s e-mail address: To contact us via e-mail,

please send your message to:

Sunnyside-Association@INAME.com.

As always, you can also reach us at PO Box

27615, SF, 94127.  RRRRR

Sunnyside News

Please contribute to Sunnyside News -- your news,

features or letters to the editor are most welcome.

Mail items to Sunnyside News, PO Box

27615, S.F., CA 94127, or contact Editor Rita Evans,

587-6234, or e-mail never@sirius.com.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

assumes no responsibility for the statements and

opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial

views do not necessarily represent the official

position of SNA. RRRRR

How It Got Its Name…

Mount Davidson – The highest point in San

Francisco at 927 feet, Mt. Davidson is named for

George Davidson, scientist and geographer.

Davidson came to California in 1850 as a govern-

ment surveyor, and for a number of years he was

director of the U.S. Coast Survey, charged with

determining the exact geographic locations of key

points along the western coast. Davidson and his

wife, Ellinor, lived for a time in a camp atop Mount

Tamalpais, while he completed triangulation work.

Davidson was a professor of at the University of

California. Davidson Avenue in the Bayview District

also is named for him.

Joost Avenue – Behrend Joost was an immigrant

from Germany. In 1891, he built the electric street-

cars that connected Glen Park to the rest of San

Francisco.

Ingleside District – This city neighborhood takes

its name from the Ingleside Race Track, which was

open from 1885-1905. Urbano Drive follows the

contours of the raceway’s mile-long oval, and the

track’s sundial is the centerpiece of a mini-park on

Entrada Court.

Thanks to Ron the Barber for much of the infor-

mation on George Davidson. If you'd like to

share the origin of any street or place names in

the Sunnsyide area, please let us know; contact

information is below.  R R R R R
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Neighborhood Slated
for Tree Planting
May 15 - Sign Up Now!

On Saturday, May 15, Friends of the Urban Forest

(FUF) will hold a tree planting in Sunnyside, with a

target of 250 trees.

For the rock-bottom price of just $25, you

receive a tree, permit, sidewalk cement removal,

protective stakes and screens, and a first year

maintenance check, including pruning and readjusting

ties. Previous neighborhood tree plantings have

covered only sidewalk trees, but this effort in-

cludes front yards.

What a great opportunity! Planting trees

increases property value, improves air quality,

provides sound reduction and insulation, and beauti-

fies the neighborhood. FUF takes care of the re-

quired City permit, and even cuts and removes

sidewalk cement if necessary.

Sunnyside has benefited tremendously from

earlier tree plantings, but the area is still in desperate

need of trees. City College is leading the way, with

70 trees slated for the campus, 59 along Judson and

11 on Phelan. Sunnyside Elementary School will

receive a total of 50 new trees to grace the three

street sides of the school. Think of how these trees

will enhance our neighborhood in the coming years.

And you can add to that beauty.

In order to participate, you must sign up with

Sonny at 584-4443 by April 15. Don’t miss this

chance to beautify your home and the neighborhood,

while increasing your property value.

Friends of the Urban Forest is San Francisco’s

non-profit, citizen tree planting organization. Since

1981, it has worked with residents and volunteers to

plant more than 27,000 trees in the city. Help FUF

expand the urban forest and build a better commu-

nity!  R R R R R

Letters to the Editor

Sunnyside News welcomes Letters to the Editor.

There’s a lot going on in Sunnyside, and if you want

to comment on neighborhood issues, we encourage

you to write. All letters must be signed.

Our Fall issue is tentatively scheduled for

October, so please contact editor Rita Evans by

September at 415-587-6234, never@sirius.com, or at

SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA, 94127. RRRRR

Curb painting is handled by the Traffic Engineering

Division of the Department of Parking and Traffic

(DPT). Here’s the procedure for requesting to have

your driveway tips painted red and stenciled by DPT

to discourage illegal parking.

Send a letter to DPT requesting the curb

painting; requests must be in writing. Include the

address where the driveway is located, and the

signature of the property owner. Send it to:

Dept. of Parking and Traffic

25 Van Ness Avenue, Room 345

San Francisco, CA 94102

DPT says that all requests are handled on a

first-come, first-served basis. Right now it takes

DPT an incredible 16 weeks to respond to your

request in writing. You can call DPT at 554-2300 to

check on the status, but not until those four months

have passed. Keep a copy of your original letter, and

know the date on which it was sent.

There is a minimum charge of $55 for curb

painting. This program is on a cost-recovery basis.

If you wish to have your curb re-painted, and

you can’t see the “DPT” or “SFPD” stencil, you

must follow the same procedure. If you can see the

“DPT” or “SFPD” stencil, you can leave a phone

message with DPT at 554-2300. DPT will send you

a re-painting bill.

Remember, it is illegal to paint your own curb,

or to have a painted curb without a “DPT” or

“SFPD” stencil.  RRRRR

How to Have Your Curbs
Painted - Legally
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Friends Group Holds

Beautification Days,

Addresses Tough Issue

Of Dogs in Sunnyside Park

can run loose. When Sunnyside Park was listed as a

possibility, protests were made by the Friends of

Sunnyside Park, and it was taken off the list. Other

than city employees, the Task Force is, however,

predominantly made up of dog-advocacy groups, and

one such group had our park put back onto the list.

If approved, Sunnyside Park would be an

official off-leash dog run where anyone from any-

where could bring their dogs and run them off-leash,

and they could not be stopped for sports on the field,

picnics, festivals, or any other reason. Absent from

this Task Force was any representation from neigh-

borhood park groups, or anyone to speak for the

greater community of regular park-going citizens.

 Neighbors are encouraged to call Supervisor

Brown’s office at 554-7601, and the Recreation &

Parks Commission at 831-2750, to ask that

Sunnyside Park be removed from the Off-Leash list.

Another issue under debate is the placement of

three picnic tables with barbecue grills at the periph-

ery of the field. These would be funded by the

$10,000 grant received from the Friends of Recre-

ation & Parks last September. Since the primary goal

of the Friends is to bring you, the neighborhood, back

to your park, it was determined that tables/grills were

wanted and would be the most usable and quickest

way to provide recreational opportunities at the most

assessable part of the park. Concerns regarding

smoke, ashes, and bones attracting animals have

been expressed by some, and one grill may be

installed for a test period to identify problems, if any.

A survey of the people living on the park’s edge will

be conducted.

Another survey, inserted in this newsletter,

addresses the issues above as well as a request for

all neighbors to list preferences for your neighbor-

hood park. Please, take a moment to complete this

survey, and return it by April 24. This will assist

the Friends in finding a consensus for the best

options benefiting the greatest number of our neigh-

bors.  RRRRR

Improvements to the Sunnyside Recreation

Center and Park continue as spring approaches. The

freshly painted buildings and walls make painting

over infrequent graffiti easier, and safety railing

repairs are complete. Two beautiful bulletin boards

made by children enrolled in the Rec Center pro-

grams will display a park map, program schedules,

kids’ art, park rules, and neighborhood notices.

Beautification Days continue with the Friends

of Sunnyside Park trimming, weeding, refilling holes

and  reseeding parts of the field. Our first garden, a

native-plant flowerbed, is complete along with the

installation of a surviving magnolia tree sapling from

the winter of 1998 high winds.

The next such work-play day will be Saturday,

April 24, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The Friends will

begin the restoration of the park’s natural spring and

planting of a water, or “riparian,” garden. They will

also participate with the Sunnyside Elementary

School to culminate its “Sunnyside School Saves

the Earth” environmental and science week.

Butterflies are expected to be released and a water-

shed project will begin in conjunction with the

restoration of the spring.

The issue of dogs in the park has occupied a

great deal of time and energy, with a Dog Use Task

Force being formed to look for a balanced and

respectful way to address this otherwise very

divisive and contentious subject.

Currently, all dogs are supposed to be kept on-

leash and owners are required to clean up feces left

behind by their pets, curtail any destructive behavior,

and otherwise respect the fact that many people,

especially small kids, are not comfortable around

dogs. This issue is not isolated to our park, but is a

heated debate all over The City.

The S.F. Board of Supervisors has formed a

Dog Off-Leash Task Force, headed by Supervisor

Amos Brown, to find additional places where dogs

by Andrea O'Leary

SNA will not sponsor a neighborhood-wide garage

sale this October, due to lack of interest in 1998. We

will re-visit this in 2000.  R R R R R

Garage Sale Dropped



Page 6 Sunnyside News

autumn to gather input from neighbors. SNA will try

to arrive at a memorandum-of-understanding about

parameters with CCSF prior to autumn. We will

notify all of you when these meetings will take place.

(See page 2 for more on Dr. Day.)

Now about Sunnyside Recreation Center and

Park. Located at Foerster and Mangels, it is a small

park with potential, but had fallen into serious

disrepair. In Spring of 1998, Friends of Sunnyside

Park formed to address issues in the park with the

City. They are well along in the process of trans-

forming the park into useable space, and all involved

are to be thanked and commended for their work.

Also, since the park is at the edge of two

neighborhoods (Sunnyside and Miraloma Park) this

has fostered a good working relationship between the

two neighborhood associations.  The Friends meets

every month for planning and discussion, and has

secured $35,000 in funds from City entities to begin

the long road back to being a great park. If you use

the park or live near it, support the Friends and

attend their meetings.

Another small park in Sunnyside in need of a

“friends” group is the Monterey Conservatory,

located between Baden and Congo. If you are

interested in setting up a group, please call me at the

SNA voicemail line (415-331-1500, x100).

One last thing I would like to mention is the

decay of quality of businesses along Monterey Blvd.

It seems that many shops have come and gone and I

am hoping that SNA can get involved in a rejuvena-

tion project soon. My hope is that the merchants on

Monterey (along with Safeway) will lead the way

with a merchants association and I will bring you

more on this in another issue of the newsletter.

Have a wonderful Spring, and don’t forget to

send in your dues!  RRRRR

If you're an SNA member, on your Sunnyside News

mailing label is a line that reads, “Dues paid through

[date]”. If the date on the label is 1999 or earlier, it’s

time to pay your dues. RRRRR

Are My Dues Due?

President's Message, continued from page 1

If you can’t feed one hundred people, then feed just

one.  —  Mother Teresa

An expert is someone called in at the last minute to

share the blame.

Man listening to his answering machine message:

“Hi, this is your wife. To find out what’s for dinner,

press “1”. To apologize for something you said, press

“2”. To say “I love you,” press “3”.”

Q: Why did the silly blonde keep staring at the

orange juice carton?

A: Because it said, “Concentrate.”

The closest we come to perfection is when we write

our resumes. RRRRR

BARBER CLIPS

Local Humor and Wisdom

As Collected in the Sunnyside

by Ron the Barber
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Spr99

R R R R R SNA Annual Membership Dues R R R R R

Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association is $10 per year.
Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:

 Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
PO Box 27615

San Francisco, CA  94127

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________ Zip Code________

Phone ________________________ E-mail________________________________

try out new approaches and ideas. All you need to fill

the job is an interest in preparedness for your family

and neighborhood, in doing your best, and  having

some fun with it. If enough residents don’t volunteer

to take on these roles,  assignments will be solicited.

We all must do our part for our own and the greater

community’s sustainability at the time of disasters.

Jefes will collaborate with their counterparts

from the other sectors for joint drills, practices,

events, and new class recruitment. We will continue

to share activities with our neighboring NERT Teams

up the hill and within our Emergency Response

District. You will also get turns at attending the

quarterly NERT Organization Coordinator meetings

and share ideas with other Team leaders, seeing the

bigger picture city-wide, and becoming a part of

something very important to us all.

In order to maintain continuity during this

process, Andrea O’Leary will continue as Team

Coordinator and rotate out or share a co-Jefe

position in Miraloma South. Look for maps and

details in the mail; and in the meantime, call Andrea

(334-3601) today to help with getting this material

out.  RRRRR

New NERT Structure
Intended to Promote
Neighborhood Involvement

The January 26 Sunnyside Neighborhood

Emergency Response Team (NERT) meeting

revealed that members want the Team to stay intact,

yet are willing to try another means of management

within the team structure. As a result, effective April

1 the Team is broken down into seven sectors:

Sunnyside East, Sunnyside West, Sunnyside North,

Miraloma South, Vista Verde, Malta, and Westwood

Heights. Each sector will be responsible for its own

communications between neighbor NERTs and will

create a secondary staging area close by.

Those who have expressed interest in a

leadership position will go on to be that sector’s co-

“Jefe” (Spanish for “Boss”).  Two people will share

the Jefe position, and will rotate out of that position

each April.

Stand up and be counted! Volunteer your time

and talents; you will learn a lot and get that chance to
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

R R R R R Sunnyside - A Great Place to Live! R R R R R

Sunnyside is located in south-central San

Francisco near City College. Neighborhood

boundaries are Mangels, Baden, Circular,

Havelock, and Ridgewood.

We invite you to join the Sunnyside

Neighborhood Association today!


