
1  

Residents Soak up the Holiday Spirit 

President’s Message 

by Bill Wilson 

If I had to pick out a word to de-

scribe the theme of this message it 

would be community, because I‘ve 

seen such good examples of commu-

nity building in the last couple of 

months. I was reminded, at our 

annual Halloween party, how im-

portant it is that we provide oppor-

tunities for our neighborhood to 

come together.  

I have memories of Halloween par-

ties I attended as a youngster, so I 

know that it is important for us to 

provide memories for the next gen-

erations. I hope we have launched a 

neighborhood tradition that will be 

part of everyone‘s calendar of events 

not to be missed.  

I don‘t know if this is the first year 

that it happened, or just the first 

year I noticed it, but I was pleased 

to see entire families in costume. 

Some families had coordinated 

themes, such as the train station 

personnel and the ―I Dream of 

Jeannie‖. Next year perhaps that 

can become a contest category.  

For those of you who were not at 

our last general membership 

meeting on November 1, (I‘m 

sure it was because you were 

home studying your Voter Guide 

in order to make an informed 

choice on all those ballot ques-

tions, and not because you were 

watching that insignificant base-

ball game happening in Texas!) 

the Association has received a 

grant to do major Monterey 

Boulevard median landscaping.  

Part of the work we need to do is 

to coordinate the various agen-

cies that are doing work in our 

neighborhood so that we don‘t 

plant a median that is going to 

be torn up because of upcoming 

Planning Department projects 

such as the remodeling of Safe-

way, pipeline repairs, cell phone 

improvements etc. You would be 

surprised by the number of agen-

cies, companies and groups in-

volved.   

Finally I do have to mention the 

greatest example of community 

building that we‘ve seen as a city 

in recent times, if not for all 

times. I refer to the World Cham-

pion San Francisco Giants. No 

one gave them a chance, no one 

thought this would be the team to 

win it all, but they did. They be-

lieved in themselves, they worked 

hard together. They had the can 

do attitude that reflects our city at 

its best. I‘m proud that I live in 

the Sunnyside neighborhood of 

the great city of San Francisco.  
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415 Edna (at Hearst) 

SNA meets the first Mon-

day of February, May, 

August and November. 

Meet your neighbors and 

hear what’s going on in 

our neighborhood. 
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Zen Garden Mural Helps Combat Graffiti with Art Sunnyside News 

Sunnyside News is 
published four times per 

year. SNA encourages 
members to submit 

news items, features or 
letter to the editor.   

All letters must be 
signed.  

All items are subject to 
editing. 

Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 

Association assumes no 
responsibility for the 

statements and opinions 
expressed in Sunnyside 

News.  

Editorial views do not 
necessarily represent the 
official position of SNA. 

SNA Board 2010-2011 

Bill Wilson, President 

415-239-8203 
bill.f.wilson@gmail.com 

 

Stuart Rosenthal, Vice 
President 

stuartames@gmail.com 

 

Ray Kutz, Treasurer 

ray.kutz@gmail.com 

 

Rita Evans, Secretary 

rita_e@pacbell.net 

 

David Tejeda, Member-
at-Large 

415-585-3272 

 

Editor: Steve Robles 

Page 2 
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Artist Vera Lowdermilk created the Zen Garden Mural to help abate local blight. Photo by Bill Wilson. 

The San Francisco Arts Commission (SFAC) and the Department of Public Works (DPW) 

have joined forces in combating graffiti vandalism in the City by launching an innovative 

new pilot program called StreetSmARTS.  

The program connects established urban artists, or “writers,” with private property owners 

to create vibrant murals, a proven and effective strategy for making property less vulnerable 

to graffiti vandalism. StreetSmARTS also aims to restore San Francisco’s stature as a recog-

nized, international destination for mural art.“ 

Over the last year, the Arts Commission has been overwhelmed by a dramatic spike in graf-

fiti and vandalism incidents on the City’s public monuments. The Department of Public 

Works is equally burdened by this ongoing problem,” said Luis R. Cancel, director of cul-

tural affairs for the San Francisco Arts Commission.  

“StreetSmARTS is an innovative approach to dealing with vandalism, while providing ur-

ban artists with an opportunity to show their talent and creativity by creating something 

positive for our neighborhoods.” 

“The Department of Public Works is a proud partner in this effort that supports private prop-

erty owners as they battle against unwanted vandalism on their property. Engaging artists 

and providing opportunities, such as these, not only supports owners and artists, but pre-

vents graffiti from appearing in our communities. Everyone benefits,” said Mohammed 

mailto:bill.f.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:stuartames@gmail.com
mailto:ray.kutz@gmail.com
mailto:rita_e@pacbell.net
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Protect and Preserve Your Local Park Plants 
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance 

6/20/10 

$4549.53 

 

Income 

$650.08 

Income includes 

membership dues, 

donations, interest. 

 

Expenses 

$460.08 

Expenses include 

newsletter, P.O. Box 

renewal, meeting 

postcards, St. Finn Barr 

for November meeting, 

November meeting 

refreshments, postage, 

Alzheimer‘s Association 

donation in memory of 

Rita D‘Amico. 

 

Closing Balance 

10/29/10  

$4739.53 

 

Ray Kutz, 

SNA Treasurer 
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Plants are precious 
and intended for 
the admiration and 
pleasure of all citi-
zens. The only way 
to assure equal 
enjoyment is to 
admire from a 
respectful distance. 
They are expensive 
and hard to main-
tain by both Rec. & 
Park gardeners and 
volunteers.  

Once stepped on 
and broken, they 
require many 
months to get re-
established and 
start the growing 
process all over 
again, or are de-
stroyed and must 
be replaced. 

Sunnyside Conser-
vatory‘s plants were 
carefully selected to 
reflect flora the 
original owner, Mr. 
W. A. Merralls, 
brought from far 
away and exotic 

places in the Vic-
torian era.   

Sunnyside Park 
was reopened 
three years ago 
(Nov. 17, 2007), 
and yet plants off 
the grass field 
(especially the mid 
to south-western 
corner) should 
have spread and 
matured more 
fully by now.  

These beds are 
not a part of the 
field play space. 
Many of the resi-
dents across the 
fence on Mangels 
Ave. are relying 
upon mature 
plants to provide 
buffer zone pri-
vacy from the 
hundreds of eyes 
that visit the park 
every week.  

Digging is fun, 
but the sand box 
is the place for 

this activity…or in 
private back yards. 

The Park‘s north-
ern slope off the 
field level has a 
natural spring 
―Riparian Gar-
den‖ that is 
unique to a public 
playground. Pull-
ing reeds out of 
the mud is harm-
ful to the Garden.  

The slope is attrac-
tive as a climbing 
―wilderness experi-
ence,‖ but slippery 
erosion is obvious 
by bare spots and 
exposed roots of 
remaining bushes.  

Children have slid 
down the slope, 
tripping over re-
taining walls, and 
fallen several feet 
onto the asphalt 
path. This could 
result in injury 
and liability is-
sues. 

Public parks are 
back yards to 
many citizens and 
often described as 
extensions of 
homes. Would we 
welcome damag-
ing activity in our 
own flower beds 
and living rooms?  

No one wants 
fences and more 
signs giving in-
struction for obvi-
ous good behav-
ior. We all want 
parks to be fun 
and friendly, but 
must also be 
thoughtful of the 
investment and 
preservation by 
treating our 
neighborhood 
assets with tender 
care for the long-
term. 

A message from 
Sunnyside Park 
Families and 
Neighbors. 

What’s Your Story, Sunnyside? We Want to Know! 

Everyone in Sunnyside has a story to tell—and Sunnyside News wants to share yours. 

Whether it‘s a recollection from a different era of our area that some of us might not 

know about (was there really a gas station on Monterey Blvd.?), or something you‘ve ex-

perienced just living day-to-day in the crème de la crème of San Francisco neighbor-

hoods, we want to hear your story, and let your neighbors hear it as well! 

Submissions should be 1000 or less. Much less if you‘d like … we‘ll even take Sunnyside-

themed poems! They can be emailed to us at sunnysidenewsletter@gmail.com. 

We look forward to hearing your Sunnyside story! 
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Second Annual Halloween Block Party Brings Families and Fun 

Neighborhood kids clamor to compete in the pumpkin decorating contest at this year‘s Sunnyside Halloween Block Party. Photos by Bill Wilson. 

Despite the fever pitch of the San Francisco Giants‘ World Series against … um, what team was 

that again? Anyway, ‗twas the night before Halloween, and all through the neighborhood, folks 

were tuned into Game 4, but parents and their children still came out to show off their Sunny-

side pride, as well as some amazing costumes in all sizes! 

For the second year in a row, the end of Marston was turned into a spooky hollow, complete 

with haunted house, jumpy castle, food, fun, and best of all, the most adorable kids in the cutest 

costumes one can imagine. 

Special thanks go out to Michael Gagne, who chaired the Halloween Block Party Committee, 

and all the volunteers who made it such a success, including all the great neighbors on Marston. 

All have agreed that this looks like it‘s turning into quite the tradition … we hope so. 
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 Area Volunteers Do Their Part in Greening Efforts Along Freeway Corridor 
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Sunnyside‘s Greening 

Committee, headed 

by Pat Moore, contin-

ued its amazing efforts 

to beautify areas on 

Staples and Detroit, 

as well as Congo and 

Flood. 

Local heroes for the 

fall campaign seen 

here included Pat, 

Eileen Shields, Bob 

Abra, Steven Brown 

(Head of Environ-

mental Horticulture 

Dept. at City Col-

lege), Ming Louie, 

Diane Piagneri, the 

Mason family (Paul, 

Kate and Cole), Bob 

Abra, and Ming 
Photos by Pat Moore. 
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
 

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses. Make checks payable to SNA 

and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 

 

 Name (please print) ________________________________________________ 

 

 Street/City _________________________________________ Zip ___________ 

 

 Phone _____________________    Email _______________________________ 

  

  Household $15 _____    Business $25 _____ Donation $_____ 

 

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 

Empower Your Neighborhood, Empower Yourself—Join SNA Today 

Membership in the 
Sunnyside Neighbor-
hood Association 
currently is 172 
households.  

There‘s strength in 
numbers when we 
need to negotiate 
with city depart-
ments or City Col-
lege, and it‘s to our 
benefit to have more 

of our neighbors as 
SNA members.  

For just $15 per year, 
neighbors can be 
part of SNA. 

Maybe your 
neighbors don‘t 
know about SNA, or 
Sunnyside News? How 
about asking them if 
they‘d like to go the 

next SNA meeting, 
or read the newslet-
ter?  

Let them know that 
there‘s a friendly 
group of residents 
who work together to 
improve our parks, 
communicate regu-
larly with Supervisor 
Sean Elsbernd, re-
duce the impact of 

parking and traffic 
from City College, 
and help make Sun-
nyside a great place 
to live. 

And check your mail-
ing label to see if it‘s 
time to pay your dues 
– we need YOUR 
support, too! 
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Sunnyside—A Great Place to Live! 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 27615 

San Francisco, CA 94127 

 

Time to renew? Check the mailing label. Send your dues today! 


