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Sunnyside Conservatory’s Concert Se-

ries kicked off to a full house July 23 

with the Temescal String Quartet. A 

recording of the concert can be heard at 

the Friends website http://

www.sunnysideconservatory.org/ 

 

The series continues with accordion 

music courtesy of Tara Linda on Friday, 

Oct. 1, and Friday, November 12 with 

Teresa Tudury. The Conservatory opens 

at 6:30pm and the concerts beginning at 

7pm. Money raised goes to provide 

programming such as the pumpkin 

carving that takes place on Saturday, 

Oct. 30 from 11am to 3pm at the Con-

servatory. 

Conservatory Concert Series Continues to Enthrall Residents 

President’s Message 

by Bill Wilson 

The only constant in life is change, 

and changes seemed to have come 

big time to our neighborhood.   

With the Kragen site project and 

the Phelan Loop Affordable Hous-

ing getting approval by the Planning 

Commission and the court injunc-

tion lifted on the implementation 

of the bicycle plan, projects that will 

have a great impact on our 

neighborhood although they are not 

directly located in our neighbor-

hood, have been given the green 

light.  

After watching the Planning Com-

mission meeting where the Phelan 

Loop affordable housing project was 

approved (July 22, 2010 Item 11), 

I’m not sure how effective our ef-

forts to be heard would have 

been because it was clear that the 

Commissioners weren’t really 

interested in what neighbors had 

to say.  

The sponsor of the Phelan Loop 

project is the Bernal Heights 

Neighborhood Association. Rep-

resentatives of the BHNC and 

several of the people, transitional 

age youth, part of the project is 

targeted to help came to our 

August membership meeting and 

presented to us their plans.  

While we may not be in agree-

ment on the process that led to 

the approval of the project, I 

hope that we can agree that this 

project cannot be allowed to fail.  

The people living in this building 

will be our neighbors. We will all 

benefit if we treat them that way. 

The Bernal Heights Neighbor-

hood Center has offered to ar-

range a tour of their other pro-

jects in the city so that we see first 

hand what they do.  

Please contact me to let me know 

if you are interested and we can 

arrange a convenient time. (415-

239-8203 or 

Bill.f.Wilson@gmail.com) 

If you have recently driven along 

Circular Drive you may have 

noticed the result of the hard 

work Pat Moore and the Green-

ing Committee members. They’ve 

been out most weekends making 

our neighborhood a little more 

green and a lot less weedy! 
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November 1 
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415 Edna (at Hearst) 

SNA meets the first Mon-

day of February, May, 

August and November. 

Meet your neighbors and 

hear what’s going on in 

our neighborhood. 

Inside this issue: 

Residents Receive an 
Earful of Updates on 
Safeway, Phelan Loop 

2 

Find Out How You 
Can Help Improve 
Monterey Blvd. 

3 

Help Us Throw Our 
Sunnyside Halloween 
Event! 

3 

Meet Your New Editor-
in-Chief 

4 

SFPUC Offers Free 
Tours of Wastewater 
Plant 

4 

Edna Residents Win 
Traffic Victory 

5 

We Want Your 
Sunnyside Stories! 

5 

http://www.sunnysideconservatory.org/
http://www.sunnysideconservatory.org/
mailto:Bill.f.Wilson@gmail.com


2  

Safeway, Phelan Loop Discussed at August SNA Meeting 

split delivery schedule of 10am
-3pm and 8pm-2am. Neighbors 
will need to agree to this 
schedule, which will involve 
four trucks backing into the 
enclosed loading dock each 
day – two during the 10am-
3pm window and two during 
the 8pm-2am window. 

The store will almost double in 
size, and there will be addi-
tional parking spaces in the 
lot, offsetting the loss of spaces 
on the street.  

You can view a video of the 
exterior of the project at 
www.sunnysidesafewaysf.com. 

Natalie reported that the pro-
ject is ready to go to the city 
Planning Department for re-
view. Construction could be-
gin in the summer of 2012 
and a 10-month construction 
time is anticipated.  

Phelan Loop  

Phelan Loop, the property on 
Ocean Avenue adjacent to the 
Fire Station which is used as a 
bus turnaround, has been ap-
proved for development by the 
city Planning Department.  

Kevin Kitchingham, Housing 
Director for developer Bernal 

Heights Neighborhood Cen-
ter, described the project as 70 
units of affordable housing for 
families and transitional aged 
youth. The building will be a 
mix of studios and 1-, 2- and 3-
bedroom units. 

The youth are young adults 
who have aged out of the fos-
ter care system, and Sunnyside 
residents heard from two 
young people in the foster 
system who appealed to 
neighbors to support the pro-
ject when they need such hous-
ing to make a successful transi-
tion from being in foster care 
to becoming responsible 
adults.  

The city will provide on-site 
services for these residents. 
Property manager Mercy Ser-
vices will provide a resident 
services coordinator for all 
building residents. 

Neighbors objected to the pro-
ject’s lack of parking – only 
five spaces will be provided for 
the 70 units.  

Kevin pointed to the city’s 
Transit First policy, and the 
project’s proximity to Muni 
and BART. 

           (Continued on Page 7)

by Rita Evans 

The Safeway remodeling and 
development of the Phelan 
Loop were featured items at 
SNA’s August membership 
meeting. 

Safeway 

Natalie Mattei of Safeway up-
dated neighbors on plans for 
remodeling the store on Mon-
terey Blvd. Planning for the 
project has been underway for 
more than a year, and Natalie 
has made previous presenta-
tions to SNA, along with meet-
ing with neighbors whose 
properties are adjacent to the 
store. She reported on two 
major issues related to deliver-
ies. 

At the City’s insistence, Safe-
way investigated rooftop deliv-
eries. This option was opposed 
by both neighbors and the 
company. Much to their relief, 
there are several obstacles in 
placing the loading dock on 
the Safeway roof, and there-
fore deliveries will be made to 
a loading dock on Monterey. 

In exchange for not requiring 
deliveries on Safeway’s roof, 
the City would like Safeway’s 
four (4) delivery trucks a day to 
deliver during off-peak traffic 
hours on Monterey Blvd. Safe-
way is seeking a compromise 
with the neighbors on delivery 
schedules.  

The small delivery trucks 
would continue to deliver 7am 
– 7pm as they do today. Nata-
lie outlined a proposal for 
Safeway’s four (4) delivery 
trucks a day which entails a 
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by Jonathan Winston 

It’s a sad fact that on very busy 
streets like Monterey Boulevard 
neighbors don't know each other. 

Unlike on the side streets, people 
don't linger outside and meet 
their neighbors. Residents are, in 
large part renters and have less 
interest in joining neighborhood 
associations. 

If you live on or use our neighbor-
hood's main drag, the Friends of 
Monterey Boulevard was formed 
with you in mind. We want to 
bring the community together for 
its betterment. 

We have several projects going on 
to improve the safety and livability 
of the street. Our number one 
goal is to lower the speed limit to 
25 miles per hour between the 
freeway and Ridgewood. Take a 
close look at the residential win-
dows physically on Monterey 
Blvd. Notice that in many, many 
windows, they have posted the 
Friends of Monterey Blvd. -
produced ―SLOW DOWN‖ plac-
ards.   

Anyone who uses Monterey 
Blvd. frequently knows that peo-
ple drive much faster than the 
posted speed limit, as if it is sim-
ply the continuation of the free-
way off- and on-ramp. It’s clear 
that Monterey residents, as well as 
the parents and teachers of both 
elementary schools, want the same 
speed limit as streets like Masonic 
or Divisadero.  

Also, as we let everyone know at 
the general meeting in May, 
FOMB has partnered with 
WalkSF to conduct a study of the 
traffic flow at three prob-
lem Monterey Blvd. intersections- 
Foerster, Edna and Detroit 
streets.  The study will concentrate 
on pedestrian use at these intersec-
tions and will include counts of 
the number of pedestrians at key 
times of the day and how they 
interact with the car traffic along 
the Boulevard- pedestrians cross-
ing against lights, close calls with 
passing traffic (including the num-
ber of cars that fail to stop at 
lights and signs), pedestrian inter-
action with buses...  
 
This study was originally sched-
uled to be completed before the 
school year ended.  Unfortu-
nately, we were unable to find 
trained counters to complete this 
task.  Our counters will be pro-
vided through Senior Action Net-
work. However, at this time, the 
network has no trained counters 
on this side of town and we have 
had to push back our count until 
the first week of September.  

If you, or someone you know 
from the area, would be interested 
in becoming trained to be a traffic 
counter (this is a paid, part time 
position), please let us know at 
friendsofmonter-
eyblvd@gmail.com and we can get 
you trained to help! 
 
Many of you have seen the yellow 
and black "We Live Here" signs 
that have sprouted up around the 

City.  These signs are part of our 
grant and have been purchased 
and granted permits to 
hang.  Keep your eyes open for 
them between Foerster and Edna 
soon. They should be up in time 
for the beginning of school. 
 
Lastly, we have printed up a survey 
for anyone who 
uses Monterey Blvd to fill 
out.  This survey will allow those 
who fill it out to directly express 
their opinion about Monterey 
Blvd. traffic.  

We have paper copies for those 
who wish to fill them out and we 
now have an online version for 
those who prefer a more modern 
approach. 

This survey, combined with the 
results of the pedestrian count 
and information on file with the 
SFPD about accident rates at these 
three intersections will be used to 
help determine the needs 
of Monterey Blvd. for better pe-
destrian planning and improved 
safety for those who walk through 
our neighborhood. Find the sur-
vey at http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/
montereyblvd. 
 
For continued information about 
this evolving project, to fill out 
our on-line survey or to express an 
interest in becoming a traffic 
counter, please visit us at  

friendsofmonter-
eyblvd.wordpress.com 

You Can Help Improve Monterey Boulevard  
Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance 

3/27/10 

$4532.09 

 

Income 

$940.06 

Income includes 

membership dues, 

donations, interest. 

 

Expenses 

$922.62 

Expenses include 

newsletter, P.O. Box 

renewal, meeting 

postcards, St. Finn Barr 

for August meeting, 

August meeting 

refreshments, postage, 

Alzheimer’s Association 

donation in memory of 

Rita D’Amico. 

 

Closing Balance 

7/30/10  

$4549.53 

 

Ray Kutz, 

SNA Treasurer 
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Volunteers Needed for Sunnyside Halloween Event 
Looking to help make some Halloween fun happen in your neck of the woods? The 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association is on the prowl for volunteers to assist in put-

ting on an event for the whole family to enjoy! Lots of friends and smiles are to be 

made, and conveniently close to home. If you’re interested, contact Bill Wilson at 

Bill.f.Wilson@gmail.com. 

mailto:friendsofmontereyblvd@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmontereyblvd@gmail.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/montereyblvd
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/montereyblvd
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/montereyblvd
http://friendsofmontereyblvd.wordpress.com/
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New Editor Takes the Helm at Sunnyside News  

See Your Tax Dollars at Work to Protect the Bay 

One Saturday per month,  SFPUC offers free tours of the Oceanside Water Pollution Control Plant. Last-

ing 1-3 hours, the plant tour concentrates on the complex treatment processes involved with getting 

wastewater clean enough to put back into the San Francisco Bay or Pacific Ocean. You’ll observe science 

and technology in action, while getting answers to questions you may have.  

 

Tours are available on a first-come-first-serve basis for up to a maximum of 30. Adults are required to 

submit photo ID along with a tour request form at least two weeks prior to a scheduled tour. Call (415)

554-3289 to have a tour request form mailed to you, or download one at www.sfwater.org/tour. 

 

Upcoming tours are scheduled for September 11, October 16 and November 20. The Oceanside Plant is 

located at 3500 Great Highway at Skyline. 

Local writer Steve Robles has assumed the role of editor-in-chief at Sunnyside News, following the departure of 

interim editor Richard Goldstein. While you may notice some stylistic and formatting changes on the surface 

of Sunnyside News, we want to assure you, our readers, that the focus of this newsletter will stay the same as it 

has under previous stewardship—our community of Sunnyside. 

We will continue to champion the values that make our neighborhood, as the saying goes, a great place to live, 

as well as documenting the changes that come to any area in San Francisco that has the mixed fortune of being 

host to a major traffic artery. 

But most importantly, we will endeavor to engage YOU to be an active voice that shapes these changes due to 

come, and to ensure that they come in ways that benefit Sunnyside, first and foremost. 

Join us, won’t you? 

 

Sunnyside Conservatory’s Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Friends of Sunnyside Conservatory Friday Night Fundraising Concert Series continues 

Friday, October 1 – Accordion Ladies Jam   

Friday, November 12  - Teresa Tudury and Friends 

Other upcoming programs – 

Saturday, October 30 – The annual pumpkin carving returns to the Conservatory from 11am – 2pm 

Saturday, December 4 – Holiday card making workshop from 11am— 2 pm 

http://www.sfwater.org/tour
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Everyone in Sunnyside has a story to tell—and Sunnyside News wants to share yours. 

Whether it’s a recollection from a different era of our area that some of us might not know about (was there 

really a gas station on Monterey Blvd.?), or something you’ve experienced just living day-to-day in the crème 

de la crème of San Francisco neighborhoods, we want to hear your story, and let your neighbors hear it as 

well! 

Submissions should be 1000 or less. Much less if you’d like … we’ll even take Sunnyside-themed poems! They 

can be emailed to us at sunnysidenewsletter@gmail.com. 

We look forward to hearing your Sunnyside story! 

Traffic Victory on Edna Street 

Chalk up a victory for local residents near City College as they continue to try to mitigate traffic issues around the school. The 100 block of 

Edna between Marston and Judson is now one way north. If you are on Marston you can head north on Edna, but if you are on 

Judson you can't turn south on Edna. This will make life much easier on those at the end of Edna. Photo by Bill Wilson  

Page 5 
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What’s Your Story, Sunnyside? We Really Want to Know! 
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 Sunnyside is Getting Greener All the Time, Thanks to Greening Committee 

(Cont’d from Page 

Two) 

It’s anticipated that 

construction will begin 

in mid-2012 and will 

take 17 months.  
 

Captain Louis 

Cassenego, SFPD, In-

gleside Station 

 

Capt. Cassenego dis-

tributed maps showing 

criminal activity in the 

August SNA Meeting Notes (Cont’d) 
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neighborhood. SFPD is 

analyzing crime patterns 

to focus resources. In 

Ingleside, one quarter of 

larcenies last spring oc-

curred at City College, 

and sting operations 

were put in place. An-

other one quarter oc-

curs at Safeway super-

markets in the district, 

and SFPD is encouraging 

managers to deploy 

more security. 

Supervisor Sean Elsbernd, 

District 7 

 

Sean reported that Proposi-

tion G, a measure he spon-

sored, will be on the ballot 

in November. Known as 

“Fix MUNI Now,” it will 

eliminate the current City 

Charter provision requiring 

that operators be paid the 

average of the two highest 

paying transit agencies in 

the country.   

A proposal to add 6000 new 

rental and condo units to 

Parcmerced, along with new 

parks, stores and an exten-

sion of the MUNI M-line, was 

scheduled for its first hear-

ing.  

 

The St. Francis Circle track 

replacement project is run-

ning ahead of schedule. Con-

struction and traffic have 

had a very bad effect on 

businesses in West Portal.  

by Rita Evans 

Circular Avenue looks a lot different these days thanks to the efforts of the SNA Greening Committee. Under the dynamic di-

rection of chair Pat Moore, committee members have spent many Saturday mornings since May removing trash, brush and de-

bris from the south side of the street which borders I-280. In addition to trash blown up the street, the strip attracts midnight 

dumpers who leave behind old appliances, broken furniture, construction material and old mattresses.  

Sunnyside neighbors owe the Greening Committee a big thanks for tackling this dirty job, sticking with it for months, and 

greatly improving this area. Further improvements could happen if Pat is successful in securing a grant from the Parks Trust to 

fund planting along the street. 

Good news for another location arrived at the end of August, when DPW gave the Greening Committee the green light to pro-

ceed with planting both the Congo and Staples traffic triangles. A planting plan prepared by a landscape consultant was submit-

ted and approved very quickly (many thanks to Sandra Zuniga). Planting will commence with the start of the rainy season. As 

Pat noted, “Each step will have to be fine-tuned in coordination with the weather, but we'll keep you informed as quickly as 

possible when it's time to move.” 

The Greening Committee will also be working on the Monterey median. A Community Challenge Grant was submitted earlier 

in the year, and grant decisions will be made at the end of September. If the grant is funded the work will begin in early 2011 

with planning sessions, design, and implementation (planting) only later in the year.  In the meantime, only clean-up work will 

be done on the median. 

If you’d like to be part of this active group that’s getting things done while planning future projects, the Greening Committee is 

looking for more volunteers. Pat wants to engage more neighbors, and help is needed on a variety of tasks. If you like to get 

your hands dirty, show up for a work party. Or lend a hand with soliciting funds, working with Caltrans, helping with refresh-

ments, toting tools to the work parties or working with our local merchants. 

Sunnyside is turning greener – join the Greening Committee and be a part of this great change! Contact Pat Moore, pat-

moore695@comcast.net.  
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
 

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses. Make checks payable to 
SNA and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 

 

 Name (please print) ________________________________________________ 

 

 Street/City _________________________________________ Zip ___________ 

 

 Phone _____________________    Email _______________________________ 

  

  Household $15 _____    Business $25 _____ Donation $_____ 

 

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 

Empower Your Neighborhood, Empower Yourself—Join SNA Today 

Membership in the 
Sunnyside Neighbor-
hood Association 
currently is 172 
households.  

There’s strength in 
numbers when we 
need to negotiate 
with city depart-
ments or City Col-
lege, and it’s to our 
benefit to have more 

of our neighbors as 
SNA members.  

For just $15 per year, 
neighbors can be 
part of SNA. 

Maybe your 
neighbors don’t 
know about SNA, or 
Sunnyside News? How 
about asking them if 
they’d like to go the 

next SNA meeting, 
or read the newslet-
ter?  

Let them know that 
there’s a friendly 
group of residents 
who work together to 
improve our parks, 
communicate regu-
larly with Supervisor 
Sean Elsbernd, re-
duce the impact of 

parking and traffic 
from City College, 
and help make Sun-
nyside a great place 
to live. 

And check your mail-
ing label to see if it’s 
time to pay your dues 
– we need YOUR 
support, too! 
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Sunnyside—A Great Place to Live! 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 72645 

San Francisco, CA 94127 

 

Time to renew? Check the mailing label. Send your dues today! 


