
Fal l  2011  

v.12,  n.4  

Sunnys ide News 

Sunnys ide Ne ighborhood Assoc ia t ion  

T he theme for this message can be 

expressed in one word, gratitude. 

Thank you to the approximately 200 vol-

unteers who showed up on October 15 to 

plant the entire median on Monterey 

Blvd. from the 280 freeway entrance to 

Ridgewood. It was a huge undertaking.  

I freely admit to having doubts before 

hand about whether we would get it all 

done, but you came through. It looks 

great and will look even better as the 

plants get acclimated and expand to fill 

the spaces. 

Thank you, Nicole, for writing the grant 

that provided the money, shepherding it 

through the city agencies and facilitating 

the workday. Thank you to the Depart-

ment of Public Works for providing staff 

and equipment to make the monumental 

effort possible.  

A special shout out goes to students 

from the Academy of Arts University who 

used this as one of their community ser-

vice projects, to students from Lowell 

High School, and to students from City  

President’s Message 

Many Thanks to All of You! 

by Bill Wilson 

President’s Message continued on page 3 

 

 

SNA  

2012 

Membership  

Meetings 
  

February 6 

May 7 

August 6 

November 5 

 

7:00 pm 

 

St. Finn Barr 

Church Hall 

415 Edna at Hearst 

 

SNA meets the first 

Monday of February, 

May, August  

and November. 

 

 

Everyone is welcome. 

Meet your neighbors and 

find out what’s going on 

in our neighborhood. 

  

 

What are these folks smiling about?? See pages 4-5. 
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T he near-constant 40-foot puddle on 

Circular near Congo may be a thing 

of the past. The problem is a large drain 

which was installed in the mid-2000s and 

set several inches above street level, 

rendering it useless.  

Years of 

complaints to 

DPW finally paid 

off when work 

began in early 

November to 

replace the drain. 

The new drain 

should be in place 

to handle winter 

rains. SNA thanks Sandra Zuniga of 

DPW who has kept us posted about the 

project.  

N e x t D o o r  S u n n ys i d e    

A i m s  a t  R e s i d e n t s   

Sunnyside 

News 

Sunnyside News is pub-

lished four times per year. 

SNA encourages mem-

bers to submit news 

items, features or letter to 

the editor.  All letters must 

be signed. All items are 

subject to editing. 

The Sunnyside Neighbor-

hood Association as-

sumes no responsibility 

for the statements and 

opinions expressed in 

Sunnyside News. Editorial 

views do not necessarily 

represent the official posi-

tion of SNA. 

 

SNA Board  

2010-2011 
  

Bill Wilson 

 President 

415-239-8203 

bill.f.wilson@gmail.com 

  

Stuart Rosenthal 

Vice President 

stuartames@gmail.com 

  

Ray Kutz 

Treasurer 

ray.kutz@gmail.com 

  

Rita Evans 

Secretary 

rita_e@pacbell.net 

  

David Tejeda 

Member-at-Large 

415-585-3272 

 

SNA Elections Coming — Get Involved! 

by Rita Evans 

 

S NA members, your chance to help lead our association is just around the corner. 

We’ll be electing officers at the February 6 membership meeting and we need you. 

If you’re interested in the neighborhood or issues such as traffic, green space, or rela-

tions with City College, being on the association board gives you a great way to help 

address them. You get to decide what speakers to invite to our meetings and which 

neighborhood events merit people’s time and energy. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Bill Wilson for his past two years of service as 

SNA president. Bill’s kept us in regular contact with our supervisor and city departments. 

He’s made sure that the people we want to hear from are at our SNA membership meet-

ings and that the meetings run smoothly. I hope we can keep him actively involved in 

one or more committees. 

So with Bill stepping down, you have an opportunity to step up – don’t be shy when that 

call for nominations goes out! 

Repair Underway to Fix   

Persistent Puddle   

S unnyside resident and former SNA 

board member Richard Goldman 

has set up a site for Sunnyside as part of 

Nextdoor. Nextdoor is a private social 

network for a specific neighborhood. You 

must register to use the site, and your 

address and residency in Sunnyside is 

verified. 

With a social network that’s so clearly 

and narrowly defined – just Sunnyside – 

the idea is create a sense of community 

online. Residents can get the word out 

about a break-in, offer suggestions for 

people to do repairs or babysit, share 

tools, or organize neighborhood events. 

To register for Nextdoor Sunnyside go 

to https://sunnyside.nextdoor.com/

choose_address/. 
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E m e r g e n c y P r e p a r e d n e ss   F o c u s  

f o r  S u n n ys i d e  N E R T    

President’s Message 

continued from page 1 

 

College. Their youthful energy and 

enthusiasm helped the work go 

quickly.  

There will always be a special 

place in my heart for those volun-

teers from the  neighborhood who 

so reliably show up Saturday after 

Saturday whether we are working 

on Circular or Monterey, the con-

servatory or the playground.  

I know if I start naming names I will 

forget someone, so just know that 

your effort does not go unnoticed 

or unappreciated. I am very glad to 

live in a neighborhood that takes it 

civic responsibilities so seriously.  

I have chosen not to run for re-

election as President of the Sunny-

side Neighborhood Association. I 

need to spend some time on per-

sonal projects that I can’t afford to 

put off any longer.  

The ten shelves of DVD containing 

thousands of pictures I’ve taken in 

the past ten years need organizing, 

the boxes of personal effects accu-

mulated over a life time need sort-

ing (and tossing according to my 

husband!) and the opportunity to 

spend time in Italy where my hus-

band’s family lives while his mother 

is still living, all make it impossible 

to devote the amount of time it 

takes to be President. I will con-

tinue to be a member and help out 

when I can.  

I will always be grateful for the op-

portunity I’ve had to be a part of 

this neighborhood. 

Wednesdays January 25, February 

1, and February 8, 9:00am-

4:00pm, San Francisco Federal 

Building, 90 7th Street @ Mission. 

for more information, see http://

www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?

page=879 

S NA occasionally hears from 

members who are involved in 

disputes with neighbors and are 

looking for help. One option is 

Community Boards, a nonprofit 

offering mediation services.  

Community Boards can help with 

issues such as noise complaints 

between neighbors, landscaping 

issues between neighbors, hostili-

ties between members of an or-

ganization, and family arguments. 

Community Boards offers a low-

cost alternative to lawsuits. They 

charge a small fee to cover the 

cost of providing panels of trained 

mediators who can help solve dis-

putes. For more information see 

www.CommunityBoards org or call 

Jim Garrison, 415.920.3820, x104.  

 

Nonprofit Offers  

Conflict Mediation 

S unnyside hasn’t had a NERT 

(Neighborhood Emergency 

Response Team) Coordinator for 

some time, but neighbor John 

Stauffer is ready to rebuild an ef-

fective NERT Team if neighbors 

indicate that NERT participation is 

important to them. John was re-

cruited by SFFD NERT Program 

Coordinator Erica Arteseros.  

NERT’s underlying premise is that 

a major disaster will overwhelm 

first responders leaving many citi-

zens on their own for the first 72 

hours or longer after the emer-

gency. The goal is to teach as 

many San Franciscan's as possi-

ble that, with basic training, they 

can make a difference in the lives 

of their families and others when 

they are affected by a disaster. 

If you’re interested, please contact 

John at johnjstauffer@att.net. 

The Sunnyside NERT Yahoo 

Group is already established and 

an invitation to join and participate 

in Sunnyside NERT will be sent to 

current and past NERT certified 

residents in the Sunnyside.  

Sunnyside residents can attend 

classes anywhere in the city. 2012 

classes are listed below; additional 

classes will be added. 

Wednesdays from January 11 

through February 15 from 6-9pm at 

Katherine Delmar Burke School, 

7070 California St @ 32nd Ave.  

Tuesdays from January 17 through 

February 21 from 6:30-9:30pm at 

SFFD Headquarters, Commission 

Room, 698 2nd St @ Townsend. 
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P r o p o s e d  B u s  

M a n e u ve r s  a t  

P h e l a n  L o o p  

R a i s e  C o n c e r n s  

M ore than 200 volunteers 

transformed the Monterey 

Boulevard median into a beautiful 

planted area on  October 15. Sun-

nyside neighbors and student vol-

unteers from City College of San 

Francisco, Academy of Arts Uni-

versity and Lowell High School 

joined together in a festive work 

party. They made short work of 

getting 400 new plants in the 

ground and giving the area a whole 

R epresentatives of city depart-

ments, including the Depart-

ment of Planning and MTA, pro-

vided updates on the Phelan Loop 

design at a meeting October 6. 

The focus was the future bus turn-

around, the Phelan and Ocean 

Avenue intersection, and changes 

to the garden facing Phelan. Con-

struction of the loop is slated to 

begin November 2012 and con-

tinue for one year.  

Bus drivers will enter the loop west 

of the fire station from Ocean. 

They will stop behind the station 

for a 5-6 minute break before turn-

ing right onto Phelan. A third driv-

ing lane will be added for the short 

distance from where buses emerge 

onto Phelan to Ocean Avenue. 

Parking places on that section of 

Phelan will be removed, and there 

will be no separate bike lane. The 

Phelan median will be moved west 

by eight feet; the crosswalk at 

Ocean and Phelan will be straight-

ened, the islands removed and 

corner bulb-outs added to minimize 

crossing time for pedestrians. 

Construction has not yet begun on 

an affordable housing complex and 

adjacent park plaza to border the 

bus loop. Public meetings will be 

held to address each of these fu-

ture developments. 

Representatives for City College in 

the audience reported an average 

of two bicyclists an hour on 

Phelan. They said feedback from 

bicyclists is that they do not feel 

safe with the current configura-

tion. There has been one reported 

accident of a bicyclist hit by a car 

turning into the reservoir. They 

expressed concerns with safety 

and congestion. The College will 

break ground on a performing arts 

center on Phelan in March 2012. 

Plans for the arts center have in-

cluded a road with bike lane be-

hind the center and extending from 

Riordan High to Lee and Ocean.  

Questioned afterward, the project 

manager for the Avalon develop-

ment predicted the market-rate 

rental units already well under con-

struction on Ocean will be avail-

able beginning March 2012; the 

Whole Foods grocery on the 

ground floor is projected to open in 

late 2012. 

by Jennifer Heggie new look.  An irrigation system 

was installed, helping to ensure 

the long-term viability of the new 

greenery. This was a wonderful 

community effort involving people 

of all ages in a project which will 

grace Sunnyside for years to 

come.  

Nicole Nantista deserves acco-

lades for her tenacity and persis-

tence in seeing the two-year-long 

process to fruition, with a suc-

cessful grant application involving 

months of planning and piles of 

paperwork.  

The work of neighborhood beauti-

fication, however, never ends.  

There will be more planting on 

Monterey in the future, and work 

on the Circular Avenue Ribbon 

Garden continues. Future work 

parties will be divided among 

those two areas as well as others 

which may arise.   

Keren and Bob Abra, who show 

up at just about every greening 

activity, are taking over the co-

chairmanship of SNA’s Greening 

Committee. Former Chair Pat 

Moore did an outstanding job as 

shown by the ribbon-cutting on 

Circular in July and the great turn-

out to transform Monterey in Oc-

tober.   

Sunnyside residents owe a big 

―Thank you!‖ to volunteers such 

as Nicole, Pat, Keren and Bob 

who help make our neighborhood 

a great place to live. 

Neighbors, Student Volunteers 

Make Monterey Boulevard 

Greening a Huge Success 
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New Greening Committee Co-Chair Bob Abra is joined 

by Nicole Nantista, who secured the grant for the me-

dian planting.  

The Monterey median, Sunnyside’s ―Front door,‖ won’t be 

the same after many hands worked to put 400 plants in the 

ground, transforming this part of the neighborhood. 

New Greening Co-Chair Keren 

Abra maintains the Circular Ribbon 

Garden. 

Student volunteers from several 

schools joined neighbors in the 

greening project.. 

Sunnyside 

benefits again 

from neighbors’ 

willingness to 

get involved. 

Volunteers of 

all ages and 

sizes dug in 

and helped 

green the 

median. 
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T r e a s u r e r ’ s  

R e p o r t  

 

B e g i n n i n g   

B a l a n c e :  

 

8/05/11   $4662 

 

Income:  $895 

 

Membership Dues, 

Donations, and Interest 

 

Expenses: $518 

 

Newsletter and postage, 

Meeting notices and 

postage,  St. Finn Barr 

Hall rental 

 

Closing Balance: 

 

11/07/11 $5039 

 

Ray Kutz 

SNA Treasurer 

 

C aptain Daniel Mahoney of Ingle-

side Police Station introduced him-

self to Sunnyside residents at the No-

vember SNA meeting. The 30-year 

SFPD veteran noted the frequent turn-

over in captain at the station over the 

past few years and says he plans on 

staying. He’s deploying officers for tar-

geted enforcement  based on daily 

crime statistics. 

Capt. Mahoney warned neighbors that 

the sharp increase in the price in gold 

has lead to a similar increase in the 

number of chain snatchings. He also 

cautioned everyone that thieves are 

watching for people wearing iPods and 

those who are texting; they are adver-

tising that they have something worth 

stealing, and they’re not paying atten-

tion to their surroundings.  

Ingleside Station holds a community 

meeting the third Tuesday of each 

month, 7:00-8:00pm, in the Community 

Room, 1 Sgt John V Young Lane. 

Check out the station’s website at 

SFPDInglesideStation@sfgov.org. You 

can sign up to receive the daily crime 

report via email or RSS feed.  You can 

reach the station at 415-404-4000  for 

non-emergency calls. 

S afeway Committee Chair Daphne 

Powell gave an update on the 

store construction project at the No-

vember SNA meeting. Safeway has 

made a number of changes in re-

sponse to neighbors’ concerns and 

recently agreed to have a flagger on 

Monterey each time an 18-wheeler 

pulls in.  

An Environmental Report was been 

issued and comments solicited. A par-

ticular ongoing concern is Safeway’s 

desire to have the option to operate 24 

hours per day. While it does not plan 

24-hour operations, it wants to retain 

the option.  

Since a 150-foot section of median on 

Monterey Blvd will be removed to ac-

commodate the turning move of the 

trucks into the new loading dock, Safe-

way will provide mitigation by partici-

pating with the city in improving traffic 

safety at the Monterey-Foerster inter-

section. Safety upgrades at this dan-

gerous spot would be a real benefit for 

Sunnyside.  

Construction of the new Safeway store 

may begin in late 2012 and will take 

ten months.  

Captain Mahoney 
Meets Neighbors   

at SNA Meeting 

Environmental     

Review Underway  

for Safeway Project  

Supervisors’ district lines are being redrawn in response to the 2010 Census and 

you can attend a Redistricting Task Force Community Outreach meeting. Of par-

ticular interest to Sunnyside are the meetings for Districts 7 and 8: 

Districts 3, 6, 8 - Saturday, Nov 19, 10:00 AM, Tenderloin Community 
School, 627 Turk Street 

Districts 4, 7, 11 – Wednesday, Nov 30, 6:00 PM, Balboa High School 
Auditorium, 1000 Cayuga Street 

Redistricting Community Outreach Meetings for Districts 7 and 8 
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
  

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses.  

Make checks payable to SNA and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 
  

  Name (please print) ____________________________________________ 

  

  Street/City _________________________________ Zip _______________ 

  

  Phone _____________________    Email ___________________________ 

  

   Household $15 _____        Business $25 _____          Donation $_____ 

  

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 

H alloween on Marston attracted 200 neighbors to the third an-

nual celebration on October 29. Attendees enjoyed costume 

contests for adults and kids, refreshments, and games in a safe 

environment. Special hanks to Mike Gagne and Bill Wilson for or-

ganizing and publicizing the event and obtaining the street closure 

permit. 

Halloween on Marston wasn’t just for kids — plenty of 

adults donned costumes and joined in the fun. 

Dressing up and kids having fun in a safe 

place  highlighted Halloween on Marston. 

Neighbors Young and Old Gather on Marston for a Sunnyside Halloween 



Sunnyside News — 
Voice of the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 
Association 
 
36 Years of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors,  
1975-2011 

Sunnys ide Neighborhood 

Assoc ia t ion 

S u n n y s i d e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s n .  

P O  B o x  2 7 6 1 5  

S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C A  9 4 1 2 7  

 

C h e c k  y o u r  m a i l i n g  l a b e l :  I f  i t ’ s  t i m e  t o  r e n e w ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  y o u r  d u e s  t o d a y .  

 
Sunnyside neighborhood is located 

in south-central San Francisco.  

Sunnyside is  bounded by Circular, 

Monterey, Joost, Baden, Mangels, 

Ridgewood, Flood, Phelan, Ocean, 

and I-280.  

Sunnyside—A Great Place to Live! 


