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G reetings Sunnysiders! 

AsAs the new president of the Sunny-

side Neighborhood Association, I am 

excited to serve our wonderful commu-

nity.  I am a third generation San Fran-

ciscan and  love our neighborhood com-

plete with its long time residents as well 

as newcomers who have just discovered 

what a special place Sunnyside is. 

My goal as president is to serve our 

community.  It is that plain and simple.  

In preparing for this position, I reviewed 

the SNA by-laws as they guide our work.  

The goals for our Association include: 

 

· to unite all segments of the Sunny-

side Neighborhood 

· to identify and publicize the needs 
and problems of the neighborhood; 
to address these needs and resolve 

these problems 

· to act as a liaison between the 
neighborhood and the City of San 
Francisco and its departments and 
between the neighborhood and City 

President’s Message 

Serving a Wonderful Community 

by Lisa Spinali 

President’s Message continued on page 3 

SNA  

Membership  

Meeting 

  

May 7 

Paella at 6:00 

Meeting at 7:00 

 

St. Finn Barr 

Church Hall 

415 Edna at Hearst 

 

SNA meets the first Mon-

day of February, May,  

August  and November. 

 

Everyone is welcome. 

Meet your neighbors and 

find out what’s going on in 

our neighborhood. 

 

Special Notice: On May 7, 

our meeting will start at 

6:00 with paella! Please 

come and meet and mingle 

with  your Sunnyside 

neighbors. 

  

Upcoming 2012 Meetings 

August 6 

November 5 

 

Sunnyside has been a wonderful community for a long time, and here’s a peek into the 

past at Sunnyside Elementary School — the 3rd grade class from 1939 (see page 3). 

"Building our community every day"  
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N e xt D oor  Sunn ys i de ,  a  N ew  Wa y  

f o r  N e ighb or s  t o  C o nne ct   

Sunnyside News 

Sunnyside News is published 

four times per year. SNA en-

courages members to submit 

news items, features or letter 

to the editor.  All letters must 

be signed. All items are sub-

ject to editing. 

 

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 

Association assumes no re-

sponsibility for the state-

ments and opinions expressed 

in Sunnyside News. Editorial 

views do not necessarily rep-

resent the official position of 

SNA. 

Rita Evans, Editor 
newsletter.sunnyside 

@gmail.com 
415-587-6234 

Sunnyside  

Neighborhood  

Association 
Voice mailbox 415-937-1305 
www.sunnysideassociation.org 

 

Board 2012-2014 
  

Lisa Spinali,  President 

sunnyside.president 

@gmail.com 

  

Renee Espinoza,  

Vice President 

vicepresident.sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

  

Ray Kutz, Treasurer 

ray.kutz@gmail.com 

  

Estelle Smith, Secretary 

secretary.sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

  

Don Price 

Member-at-Large 

memberatlarge. sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

Will Sunnyside Win or Lose in Redistricting? 

by Rita Evans 

 

S an Francisco is in the process of redrawing the lines for supervisorial districts and 

SNA is working to keep our neighborhood intact. We’ve been fortunate to have Dis-

trict 7 Supervisor Sean Elsbernd attend SNA’s meeting and be so attentive to our 

neighborhood concerns. With draft maps splitting Sunnyside in two, we’re very con-

cerned about our ability to make our voices heard by two different supervisors.  

 

When I wrote a letter to the redistricting commission advocating for Sunnyside as a unit, 

I wish I’d known about the map that the West of Twin Peaks Central Council (WTPCC), 

a consortium of more than 20 neighborhood associations, had submitted for considera-

tion as it shows Sunnyside’s boundaries intact. While we’d move to District 8, Sunnyside 

wouldn’t be split in half. Our arguments in favor of keeping Sunnyside boundaries intact 

would have carried more weight if we had known to point out that SNA is in accord with 

the redistricting lines supported by WTPCC.  

 

This highlights the importance of working together, whether it’s commenting on redis-

tricting as an association and not just as individuals, or advocating with a larger group 

such as WTPCC. SNA should reach out to WTPCC and the neighborhood groups 

around us that represent Glen Park, Miraloma Park and OMI. Let’s speak together and 

leverage all of our voices. 

 

For information about redistricting and a schedule of upcoming meetings, see 

www.sfgov.org/rtdf or call 415-554-7710. 

NextDoor's mission is to bring back a 

sense of community to the neighbor-

hood, one of the most important commu-

nities in each of our lives.  Please join us 

on line as it is a great way to get con-

nected to your neighbors . . . but it isn't a 

replacement for the old fashioned bor-

rowing a cup of sugar.   

You must be a Sunnyside resident to 

register. Go to sunnyside.nextdoor.com 

Please note that NextDoor.com is not 

affiliated with SNA, it is an additional re-

source for our members to connect with 

all Sunnyside neighbors. 

D id you know that there are 2,653 

households in our neighborhood? 

185 have joined us online at NextDoor.   

What is NextDoor?  It's an online com-

munity which is a great tool to share in-

formation with each other whether it be 

about a garage sale you are hosting, a 

recommendation for a good plumber or a 

quick way to learn about safety issues 

when they occur.  It's the easiest way for 

you and your neighbors—and only you 

and your neighbors—to talk online and 

make all of your lives better in the real 

world. And it's free.  
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I s  Su nn ys i de  

Pr ep ar ed?  
College of San Francisco and 

its Board 

· to engage in lawful activity for 
the benefit of the Sunnyside 
neighborhood 

 

So the activities of our Association 

will follow these. There are so 

many important things happening 

in our community and my number 

one priority is to create greater 

connection in our community.   

It is these connections that create 

cohesion and serve us in many 

ways including safety, emergency 

preparedness, beautification pro-

jects as well as dealing with large 

scale projects like the remodeling 

of Safeway, new developments at 

City College and changes in 

streets to accommodate bicyclists 

(just to name a few). 

I am honored to serve with a great 

team of neighbors including: 

· Renee Espinoza, Vice Presi-
dent 

by Estelle Smith  

L iving in an earthquake prone 

region reminds us how impor-

tant it is to be prepared.  After the 

1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, the 

San Francisco Fire Department 

created the Neighborhood Emer-

gency Response Team (NERT) 

training program.  This program 

provides training in disaster and 

emergency response. Since 1990, 

NERT has trained more than 

21,000 San Francisco residents to 

be self reliant in a major disaster. 

Major disasters can overwhelm 

first responders and citizens may 

be on their own for the first 72 

hours. NERT teaches that with 

basic training, any resident can 

make a difference in the lives of 

others when disaster strikes.   

NERT instills self-confidence and 

peace of mind with practical infor-

mation and hands-on, life-saving 

skills. 

 

Sunnyside needs a NERT-trained 

representative.  Free NERT train-

ing is provided by SFFD first re-

sponders to anyone who lives or 

works in San Francisco. Please 

consider becoming a NERT-trained 

volunteer for Sunnyside.  Create a 

lifeline between our families, 

neighbors, and the City's emer-

gency responders.   

For more information on the pro-

gram, including training dates and 

safety information, visit SF NERT 

at http://www.sf-fire.org/

index.aspx?page=859. 

· Ray Kutz, Treasurer (thank 
you Ray for staying on and 
serving another term) 

· Don Price, Member at Large 
(welcome back to the board) 

· Estelle Smith, Secretary 

You can learn more about them on 

page 5 of this issue. 

Our first meeting with your new 

leadership will be Monday, May  7, 

at St. Finn Barr Church Hall.  I 

hope you will join us as there are 

many important topics we hope to 

cover and we will be starting the 

evening with a paella dinner at 

6:00 as a way to get to know one 

another.  Please join us and bring 

a neighbor, too.  One of our high-

est priorities this year is to grow 

our membership and we are count-

ing on you to help us have greater 

connections to one another. 

Thank you and I look forward to 

getting to know you. 

Lisa Spinali, 

sunnyside.president@gmail.com 

President’s Message, continued 

A Peek into the Past: Digital Conversion Makes  

Neighborhood Images Available  via NextDoor Sunnyside 

A wonderful collection of historic photos of Sunnyside have been posted on 

the NextDoor Sunnyside site at https://sunnyside.nextdoor.com/

community_resources/. Jennifer Heggie, who chaired The Sunnyside His-

tory Project (2005-2006), reports that 

the project obtained many of these pho-

tos from Sunnyside residents and do-

nated photos to the Western Neighbor-

hoods Project (WNP) run by Woody 

LaBounty and for use in the Arcadia 

book by Jacquie Proctor. Fernando Or-

landi digitized them and Bill Wilson up-

loaded them. Links to others are courtesy WNP and were posted by Rich-

ard Goldman. Thanks to Sunnyside neighbors who donated items or partici-

pated in the project with particular thanks to David Becker for his extensive 

research.  
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T h a n k  a  Te a c h e r  To d a y  C a m p a i g n  

P r o p o s e d  f o r  S u n n y s i d e  S c h o o l  

by Renee Espinoza 

Hi, Sunnyside neighbors. Here is a 

great opportunity to support our 

local public school!  I work at San 

Francisco Education Fund and we 

are running a Thank a Teacher 

Today campaign to acknowledge 

public school teachers for their 

hard work, professionalism and 

dedication. In May we'll be deliver-

ing care packages (Peet's good-

ies), classroom supplies (a long list 

requested by teachers) and a 

teacher discount program to 

teacher lounges at all 114 public 

schools, as well as raising funds to 

provide teacher professional devel-

opment and classroom volunteers.  

Some neighborhood groups and 

businesses are sponsoring the 

program at their local school and I 

thought it might send a nice mes-

sage of support to our dedicated 

educators at Sunnyside Elemen-

tary School.   

Anyone who wants to chip in could 

with a goal of raising $1,200, the 

sponsorship cost. Deliveries would 

arrive with banners acknowledging 

that the gifts are from "Your Sun-

nyside Neighbors." More informa-

tion is at www.thankateacher 

today.org and you can donate 

online or through me. If you donate 

online, please write “Sunnyside” 

where it asks for the school, and 

"Sunnyside Neighbors" in the 

notes section and also let me 

know. There will also be opportuni-

ties to actually deliver the supplies 

or give supplies if you are inter-

ested. 

Teachers have already started tell-

ing us how much it means to them. 

A teacher saw a posting we put up 

about the campaign and wrote us 

this, which I found touching:  “This 

is so incredibly kind of you.  I am a 

parent in the Mission, and I teach 

at a public school in Redwood City.  

I wish there were more people like 

you taking the time, care, and en-

ergy to express their appreciation 

for teachers!  It's an incredibly diffi-

cult job, but stories like this truly 

keep us going! Hats off to you!” 

Let me know what you think - I'll be 

excited if you love the idea and 

won't be offended if you hate it! 

Renee Espinoza, 150 Staples Ave. 

Vicepresident.sunnyside@gmail.com 

Take a Bite  

Out of Crime 

W hile we are blessed to live in 

a safe neighborhood, as we 

have seen with recent car break-

ins, we aren’t immune to crime.  

Staying proactive, vigilant and 

looking out for each other remains 

an excellent way to prevent crime.   

Our neighbors are more likely to 

look out for our homes and report 

suspicious activities. San Fran-

cisco’s SAFE Neighborhood Watch 

program is a 

great way for 

Sunnyside resi-

dents to work 

together.  SAFE 

can assist in 

organizing a 

Neighborhood 

Watch group for 

each block. 

They provide free crime prevention 

information and materials and help 

connect additional resources in 

San Francisco.  SFPD encourages 

Neighborhood Watch programs as 

they are the eyes and the ears of 

communities. 

To get started and learn how to 

organize a SAFE Neighborhood 

visit SAFE’s website, 

www.sfsafe.org.  After recruiting a 

few of your neighbors, contact 

SAFE at (415) 553-1984.  A Public 

Safety Coordinator will meet to 

discuss concerns and goals for 

your neighborhood and help get 

the Neighborhood Watch organiz-

ing off the ground. 

A  work crew is going around 

Sunnyside in orange vests, 

intentionally looking like City em-

ployees and trying to con resi-

dents. They put a depth gauge or 

camera down your sidewalk trap 

opening, show you footage of a 

bad-looking sewer (not yours), and 

then try to sell you a new system.  

Sunnysiders, watch out for these 

guys and don’t be taken in by this 

con. At least one neighbor has 

confronted them and told them to 

leave as the trap is private prop-

erty. They don’t like having their 

photos taken. Call 911 if you feel 

threatened.   

Don’t Get Conned! 
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Lisa Spinali, President 

Lisa is a native San Franciscan 

who has resided on Edna Street 

for four years.  She has worked in 

the nonprofit, government and pri-

vate sectors throughout her career 

and knows how to navigate sys-

tems.  She is delighted to serve as 

president as it is a way to directly 

give back to her community as well 

as get to know her neighbors.  

When Lisa isn't working as a non-

profit consultant, she loves to cook, 

entertain and take on a fun craft 

project or two.  As president, her 

number one priority is to 

strengthen the Sunnyside commu-

nity. 

 

Ray Kutz, Treasurer 

Ray and his wife have lived in Sun-

nyside for eight years.  He has 

been SNA treasurer for two years 

and is also currently the Chair of 

the San Francisco Shakespeare 

Festival board.  He has volun-

teered for the history project, ga-

rage sales, greening projects and 

could recently be seen pitching in 

on the Monterey Greening project.  

 

Meet Your New SNA Board Members 

Renee Espinoza, Vice President 

Renee and her family and have 

been happy Sunnyside residents 

for four years and she has called 

San Francisco home for more than 

15 years. She shares her home 

with her partner MJ, their daughter 

Josie and their two cats and two 

dogs--that's a houseful!  She be-

lieves that a strong community 

must have rich and diverse ave-

nues of engagement for all of its 

members.  She has had the for-

tune of blending personal passion 

with professional goals, by working 

in various non-profits throughout 

the City to encourage engagement 

and volunteerism.  It is with this 

spirit that she hopes to build upon 

the current SNA foundation and 

create stronger and diverse oppor-

tunities to engage all of our com-

munity members. 

 

Estelle Smith, Secretary 

Estelle fell in love with Sunnyside 

on her first visit. She thinks it's a 

hidden gem in San Francisco.  She 

has worked in management con-

sulting, and after years of travel, 

now works in software strategy.  

She is an eight year veteran of  the 

San Francisco Road Runners and 

served on its board for two years.  

She served as membership direc-

tor, communication lead, merchan-

dise manager and website man-

ager.  She is excited to leverage 

her experience for SNA.  Estelle is 

an avid runner, loves taking her 

dog Beau to Ft. Funston, riding her 

bikes and scooter, and having fun 

with friends.  As Secretary, she 

wants to promote participation and 

communication within the Sunny-

side community. 

 

Don Price, Member at Large 

Don has lived in Sunnyside on 

Edna Street since 1990.  He has 

been involved in SNA since 1992 

and served as President and Vice 

President several times. He loves 

our neighborhood and has always 

tried to promote it at City levels as 

a distinct district. He hopes that the 

Safeway remodel will lead to re-

newed interest for small busi-

nesses to locate on Monterey Blvd. 

Don is also the Chair of the SNA’s 

CCSF Committee and invites any-

one interested in joining the com-

mittee to contact him. 

 

You Are Cordially Invited 

 

On Monday, May 7, at 6:00pm, 

meet the new board  

at SNA’s membership meeting  

at St. Finn Barr Church Hall. 

 

A light paella dinner  

will be served and we can min-

gle and get to know each other. 

Please come and bring your 

neighbors! 
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Tr e a s u r e r ’s  

R e p o r t  

 

B e g i n n i n g   

B a l a n c e :  

 

11/07/11  

  $5039 

 

Income:  $340 

 

Membership Dues, 

Donations, and Interest 

 

Expenses: $811 

 

Newsletter and postage, 

Meeting notices and post-

age,  St. Finn Barr Hall 

rental, Halloween event 

 

Closing Balance: 

 

03/18/12  

  $4568 

 

Ray Kutz, SNA Treasurer 

Coming Attractions and Announcements 

New SNA Website 

SNA is launching its updated website at www.sunnysideassociation.org and volun-

teers are needed!  If you are a current SNA member and interested contributing to the 

website, please contact us at info@sunnysideassociation.org. 

 

Earth Day Cleanup and Planting 

The SNA’s CCSF Committee will sponsor a cleanup and planting on the Judson Ave. 

Hillside on Earth Day, April 22, from 11:00-2:00.  Information on NextDoor Sunnyside 

or email Don Price at snasfmemberatlarge@gmail.com 

 

Donations Sought 

St. Finn Barr Church is soliciting donations for a birthday party its members are host-

ing at the Multi-Service Center at 5th and Bryant. Volunteers are collecting donations 

of toiletries for gift bags for those celebrating their birthday. Please help make this a 

special day by donating sample sizes of shampoo, conditioner or lotion, or soap, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss or face towels at the church rectory by May 5. Dona-

tions of cookies and candy are also welcome. 

 

CCSF Wellness Center Passes 

Every semester, SNA receives a limited number of passes to use the athletic facilities 

at City College.  If you are interested in receiving a complimentary pass, please make 

sure to attend the May 7 meeting and provide your name to Estelle Smith, Board Sec-

retary.  Please note that since there are a limited number, we will use a lottery system 

to distribute them. 

 

Sunnyside School Springfest 

SpringFest, Sunnyside Elementary's annual fundraising event, will be held on Sunday, 

May 6 beginning at 11:00. Springfest features delicious food, a student art show, 

games, a silent auction, a raffle with a Grand Prize of passes for four to Disneyland, 

and live entertainment. Proceeds provide vital funding for science and sustainability, 

LEAP artist in residence, school garden, a safe and healthy lunch program, reading 

specialists, field trips and an art cart. http://www.sunnysidek5.org/springfest-2012.html  

 

Ingleside Police Station 

Ingleside Police Station holds a community meeting the third Tuesday of each month, 

7:00-8:00pm, in the Community Room, 1 Sgt John V Young Lane, adjacent to Balboa 

Park. You can sign up to receive the daily crime report via email or RSS feed at the 

station’s website at SFPDInglesideStation@sfgov.org. Call the station at 415-404-

4000 for non-emergency calls. 

 

Fiber Optic Network 

Sunnyside has a new high-speed communication provider, Clearwire.  The company 

is installing a fiber optic network and you may have seen their brown boxes (see 

photo at left) with an electric meter located on poles throughout the neighborhood. One of Clearwire’s boxes. 
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
  

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses.  

Make checks payable to SNA and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 
  

  Name (please print) ____________________________________________ 

  

  Street/City _________________________________ Zip _______________ 

  

  Phone _____________________    Email ___________________________ 

  

   Household $15 _____        Business $25 _____          Donation $_____ 

  

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 

SNA and City College Negotiating MOU for New Soccer Field;  

Adequate Fencing Still Needed to Block Access to Campus from Marston  

City College of San Francisco and SNA are negotiating a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding 

CCSF’s new soccer field.  Originally conceived as a practice field for the college, the field was jointly financed by 

the Community College District and Lick-Wilmerding High School. Construction began in 2008 but was stalled by 

contract problems; the field was completed in late 2011.  

SNA has met with CCSF administrators and have agreed that 

the college and Lick-Wilmerding may use the field Monday 

through Saturday from 8:00am to dusk with no Sunday activity. 

The public is not allowed to use the field due to liability issues. 

Outstanding issues include securing the field from unauthorized 

usage and effectively blocking access to the campus from Mar-

ston Avenue and Judson hillside.  SNA will follow these issues 

to completion and hopes to sign the MOU soon.   

You can report unauthorized field use to the CCSF police at   

415-239-3200. 

Anyone interested in joining the SNA’s CCSF Committee should 

contact committee chair Don Price at  memberat-

large.sunnyside@gmail.com. 
People routinely hop this low fence to get to the campus.  



Sunnyside News — 
Voice of the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 
Association 
 
37 Years of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors,  
1975-2012 

Sunnys ide Neighborhood 

Assoc iat i on  

S u n n y s i d e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s n .  

P O  B o x  2 7 6 1 5  

S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C A  9 4 1 2 7  

 

I f  t h e r e ’ s  a  r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  i n s i d e ,  i t ’ s  t i m e  

f o r  y o u  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  S N A  d u e s .  P l e a s e  s e n d  

y o u r  d u e s  t o d a y .  

Sunnyside neighborhood is located 

in south-central San Francisco.  

Sunnyside is  bounded by Circular, 

Monterey, Joost, Baden, Mangels, 

Ridgewood, Flood, Phelan, Ocean, 

and I-280.  

Sunnyside—A Great Place to Live! 

 

SNA Membership 

Meeting 

Monday, May 7 

Paella at 6:00pm 

Meeting at 7:00pm 

Meet your neighbors 

and the new SNA 

board and enjoy a 

light paella dinner! 


