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Sunnyside News 
 

Join us on 
May 6  

for our next 
membership 

meeting 
 

Mark your  
calendar for  
future SNA 
meetings  
August 5 

November 4 
 

Meetings are held at 
St. Finn Barr Church 
Hall, Edna @ Flood. 

 
Meet your neighbors, 
hear what’s going on 

in Sunnyside. 
 
 
 

Special Note: 
SF DPT will  

begin enforcing 
sidewalk parking 
laws and regula-
tions.  Please do 
not block and/or 
park on the side-

walk. 

SNA Spring Membership Drive in Full Gear 

April showers bring May flowers: The Monterey Blvd medians are in full bloom.  Thanks to the 
SNA Greening Committee for keeping Sunnyside blossoming. 

Sunnyside needs you….Our neigh-
borhood needs you . . . actually 
your neighbor who is not currently 
a member!  Please join us in reach-
ing out throughout our community 
to encourage everyone to join the 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Associa-
tion (SNA).  We have been com-
mended as one of the strongest 
neighborhood associations and yet 
our membership is below 10% of 
our residents. 

The SNA is currently running a 
campaign to engage our communi-
ty to be a part of the association.  
First, please make sure to renew 
your membership and second, in-
vite a neighbor to attend our May 4 

Quarterly Membership meeting. 

We are the voice for our communi-
ty, we meet regularly with our Dis-
trict 7 Supervisor Norman Yee and 
work to improve our neighborhood 
community.  With low dues of only 
$15 per year, we are an all volun-
teer group focused on improving the 
quality of life for all of our resi-
dents—young and old.  And, if you 
have a new neighbor, please 
spread the word to them to make 
sure that they know about our 
group.   

Let’s see what we can do together 
as we are all better together. 
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Sunnyside 
News 

Sunnyside News is published 
four times per year. SNA  
encourages members to  

submit news items, features 
or letter to the editor.  All 
letters must be signed. All 

items are subject to editing. 
 

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association assumes no  

responsibility for the  
statements and opinions  

expressed in Sunnyside News. 
Editorial views do not  

necessarily represent the 
official position of SNA. 

 

Cynthia Dragon, Editor 
newsletter.sunnyside@gmail.com 

415-935-1307 
 

 

Sunnyside  
Neighborhood  

Association 
 

Voice mailbox 415-937-1305 
www.sunnysideassociation.org 

 

Board 2012-2014 
  

Lisa Spinali,  President 
sunnyside.president 

@gmail.com 
  

Renee Espinoza,  
Vice President 

vicepresident.sunnyside 
@gmail.com 

  
Ray Kutz, Treasurer 
ray.kutz@gmail.com 

  
Estelle Smith, Secretary 

secretary.sunnyside 
@gmail.com 

  
Don Price,  

Member-at-Large 
memberatlarge. sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

President’s Message 

Dear Sunnysiders, 

Spring is in the air and you can certainly see our neighborhood in full bloom 
right along Monterey Boulevard.  Many thanks and kudos to our Greening 
Committee—talk about seeing their work pay off.   I also understand that 
they are about to take on a new project with the Detroit Steps . . . please let 
me know and I will pass your contact information on to the team. It’s also 
the time of year when we are outdoors more and a great chance to get to 
know one another as we walk from block to block.  Please make sure to 
say hello as you pass a fellow Sunnysider.  It’s just the neighborly thing to 
do. 

As you can see from our cover story, we are working to increase the mem-
bership of the SNA and need your help to make this increase happen.  We 
are doing another door hanger campaign and will be hosting a dessert bar 
as an added incentive at our next membership meeting on May 6.  It should 
be a lively meeting and look forward to seeing you there. 

Also, I wanted to thank our outgoing Newsletter Editor Rita Evans for her tireless service.  She has 
volunteered for more than 15 years as the editor –talk about serving her community.  We welcome 
Cynthia Dragon as our new editor. If you are interested in working on the quarterly newsletter, we 
would love to have you join us.   

And, finally as we go to print, we have just had the very sad news of the loss of Becky Lee who was a 
wonderful neighbor, friend and beloved custodian at Sunnyside Elementary.   

Thanks for all that you do to support our community and I wish you the very best for this spring. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa 

Pedestrian Killed Crossing Street in Sunnyside  

It is was great sadness to report a Sunnyside resident was struck and killed while crossing 

a crosswalk.  Becky Lee was hit at the corner of Judson Avenue and Edna Street on April 

11. The incident occurred around 7 p.m. Ms. Lee was transported to San Francisco Gen-

eral Hospital where she was pronounced dead.  The driver of the vehicle remained at the 

scene.  No arrests have been made, the incident is still under investigation. 

Not only was Ms. Lee a member of our neighborhood, she also worked at Sunnyside Ele-

mentary.  Friends of Monterey Blvd., summed up Ms. Lee wonderfully, “Becky Lee was 

the custodian at Sunnyside Elementary School. She was a truly wonderful woman who 

knew every child by name, who always stopped to talk to children who looked like they 

needed a friend, who helped anyone who needed it. She helped me every Friday that I 

ran the Food Pantry for the school. She was a proud mother of 2 boys in college, she was 

looking forward to retiring with her husband, she always had a smile and a hello. “ 

The Sunnyside Elementary PTA is collecting donations for Becky's family to help pay for 

her funeral expenses. Any contributions can be made payable to "Sunnyside PTA" with 

"Becky Lee" written in the memo, and dropped off in the school office on the corner of 

Foerster and Hearst. All funds will be passed to Becky's husband.  

These events remind both drivers and pedestrians to be careful and diligent.  Making eye 

contact ensures drivers and pedestrians both see each other.   
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Free Mobile Phones  

Ric Lopez 

-FAMILIARS 

 What does that mean? To most of us it’s the 
length, or closeness of some place or person. Sunnyside is familiar to me, like 
an old bound book that sits proudly on a bookshelf, with lots of pictures and 
stories!  

(1966) It’s here, spring, the strange and charismatic primavera, a season in 
Sunnyside that can never be weather predictable, yet so welcomed by all the 
neighborhood kids, because of our much appreciated school spring break.  

As most of the kids in the neighborhood headed up north, or east, to crowded 
cabins, the rest of us chose to stay in town, and stay away from the traffic and 
chaos of this short but sweet break. Spring always brings around some smiles, 
and sometimes laughter, as I think back on the places and people that filled the 
everyday “stuff” we do.  

I remember going to the butchers, on Detroit Ave. to pick up a ham my mom 
had ordered for our Easter Dinner. The butcher was a great guy, he would al-
ways tell you a joke, and even if it was the same joke he had told you before, 
you still laughed.  

I would ride my bike around the neighborhood to see if anything had changed 
out of the ordinary, and little did. I was that perfect age, as a kid, when perma-
nence was your psyche, and the people in your everyday life were going to be 
around forever, at least that’s what you believed whole heartedly. I will always 
remember the grouchy neighbor, the lady with all the cats, the nuns floating in 
front of the church, the white haired storekeeper at Log Cabin, the tasty sand-
wiches from Tony’s on Monterey Blvd, and of course that butcher, yes all the 
familiars.   

Familiars become part of a constant weaving of a comforting warm blanket, 
and a source of security, and if it unravels, or becomes tattered, memories will 
always mend it back together.  

Sunnyside of Life 

Estelle Smith 

California low-income residents 
may qualify for a free mobile phone 
and service.  This is a new 
statewide program, which is part of 
the federally funded Lifeline effort. 

Two companies, Reach Out Wire-
less and Assurance Wireless are 
providing the phones.  These com-
panies are offering free phones 
and monthly plans for 250 talk and 
250 text messages to anyone who 
has an annual income of less than 
$14,702.  There is one phone per 
household. 

For more information, contact the 
phone providers 

Assurance Wireless:  
800-395-2171 
www.assurancewireless.com 
 
Reach Out Wireless:  
877-777-1914 
www.reachoutmobile.com 
 

Free eBooks from the Library 

Cynthia Dragon 

Welcome to the next generation of books!.  SFPL has made it 
faster for you to get the books you love to read.  You can use 
your Kindle, iPad, PC, and other devices to access and download 
books for free.   

You can access OverDrive Read, Axis360, and many more software applica-
tions at SFPL’s webs. More an eAudio connoisseur, or maybe into streaming 
eMusic or podcasts?  No problem, SFPL offers it all.  For a complete listing and 
instructions on how to access each application, click on the library tab on 
SFPL’s homepage, www.sfpl.org, or visit the Ingleside or Glen Park branches of 
the library to get live assistance. 
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By Rita Evans 

How long do you spend commuting each day? The latest travel survey shows 
the average travel time to work in the U.S. is 25.4 minutes. Mine is twice that - 4 
minutes to get dropped off at BART, 37 minutes on BART, 12 minutes walking to 
my workplace. 

How do Sunnyside commutes compare? If we average the three zip codes that 
encompass Sunnyside and surrounding neighborhoods, it's about 29.3 minutes  
(94131 is 29.4, 94127 is 28.5, 94112 is 30.0). How do you spend your commute? 
Reading or playing games? Listening to music? Exercising while walking or 
biking? Getting squashed on MUNI? Getting stuck in traffic? I read the old 
fashion way - paper. 

Urban Harvesting    
Program, Gather & 

Give Back  

The Department of Public 
Works is working with San 
Francisco residents and busi-
nesses to help collect and dis-
tribute food grown from trees 
and community gardens for 
distribution to shelters, food 
banks and other communities 
of need. 
 
The goal of this program is to 
provide all of San Francisco 
residents’ access to healthy 
and nutritious food; reduce 
waste of locally grown food; 
and create a food distribution 
system that targets communi-
ties that normally do not have 
access to fresh and healthy 
food.  
 
For more information, contact 
415-641-2625 or 
www.sfdpw.org/
urbanharvesting.com 

In the mood for a little pampering and TLC?  Then 
stop by the Sol y Luna Spa at 691 Monterey Boule-
vard (right next to Safeway). Proprietors Alison and 
Henry Lenh opened this urban spa in 2009 with the 
goal of creating the cleanest, friendliest and highest 
quality services at reasonable prices.  

This husband and wife pair is wonderful examples 
of small business owners.  Alison has worked in the 
beauty field for more than 18 years and knows all of 

the tricks of the trade. The spa specializes in providing an array of services 
including manicures, pedicures, hair removal, massage and reflexolo-
gy.  Ms. Lenh stays on top of the latest industry trends and ensures the 
best services available.  These new trends include sugaring (vs. waxing), 
gel manicures, threading and Emminence Organic skin care products for 
facials.  Henry’s skills in foot reflexology are 
top of the line.  

Business Spotlight: Sol Y Luna 

How does Your Commute Compare? 

Phelan Loop Construction Underway 

By Rita Evans  

 
Driving past the Phelan/Ocean intersection in the past month, 
heavy equipment can be seen transforming the Phelan Loop. 
Discussed for years, part of the formal planning process for 
even more, changes to the loop finally are underway. 
 
Of most interest to most Sunnyside residents are the traffic 
changes that will accompany the physical changes as buses will exit the loop 
onto Phelan, turning left toward Ocean. The buses will be making this maneuver 
at an intersection which already is very congested; back-ups on Phelan may ex-
tend to Riordan High School. Changes to the intersection itself will include a rea-
lignment and shortening crosswalks, both of which should improve pedestrian 
safety. 

Extra…Extra…
Newsletter volunteers want-

ed! 

Submit Sunnyside articles, 

photos, and updates to: 

newsletter.sunnyside 

@gmail.com  
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A Diego Rivera Gem in the Neighborhood 

Sunnyside Real Estate 

Richard Goldman 

Diego Rivera was considered the greatest Mexican painter of the 

twentieth century. His masterwork, Pan American Unity, was painted 

during the 1940 Golden Gate International Exposition on Treasure 

Island. The painting was intended for a City College library which 

was never built. After the Exposition, it was housed in crates until the 

1960’s when it found its current home, right here in Sunnyside, in the 

lobby of the Diego Rivera Theater at City College of San Francisco. 

Diego Rivera said about this mural, “My mural will picture the fusion 

between the great past of the Latin American lands, as it is deeply 

rooted in the soil, and the high mechanical developments of the Unit-

ed States.” 

Open to the public and free of charge, the mural is nothing short of 

one of San Francisco’s jewels. The gigantic fresco can be viewed 

Monday through Friday, 11 am to 3 pm, a knowledgeable docent is 

on site to discuss and answer questions.  Be sure and climb the stair-

case to the viewing platform for a mind-blowing view. For more infor-

mation on the mural, visit                                   

www.ccsf.edu/NEW/en/about-city-college/diego-rivera-mural.html. 

A section of the Rivera mural at CCSF. 

Frida Kahlo arrived in San Francisco during the 

mural’s painting. Rivera and Kahlo, who were di-

Real estate in San Francisco is red hot, and Sunnyside is 

no exception.  Thanks to Darin Horowitz of McGuire Real 

Estate, Sunnyside resident and SNA business member for 

providing Sunnyside News with real estate stats for 

Sunnyside.  Contact Darin at 415-577-3348 

http://www.ccsf.edu/NEW/en/about-city-college/diego-rivera-mural.html
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By Cynthia Dragon 

There had been the threat of a rainstorm all week and the Easter Egg 
Hunt Committee were ever so prepared to hide the eggs in the church 
hall as was done in the past for inclement weather.  But, by either great 
luck or a small miracle, the rain held off! 

The Easter Egg Hunt was sponsored by the Calhoun Dragon family and 
Pat Crocker. The families prepared about 200 stuffed pastel colored 
plastic eggs the day before.  I am not sure who has greater anticipation 
for this - the children or we adults! 

 At the end of mass, an announcement was made about the 'hunt' next 
door at St. Finn Barr’s Library house just south of the Rectory.  There 
was mention of 'for children under 9'.  The egg planters did not card any-
one.  All were welcome.  

 So, we had about 60 excited children all of whom were dressed in their 
Easter best.  The parents stood outside of the fence on the sidewalk and 
looked so happy.  Most of the children collected their 3-egg limit in hopes 
of learning to share.  There were a few cannot contain themselves and 
leave with quite a booty. 

 We ended up with some left over bags of candy and gave them to Fa-
ther McCain at St. 
Finn Barr to distrib-
ute to the home-
bound. 

What a great day! 

St. Finn Barr's Annual Easter Egg Hunt Treasurer’s Report 
  

Beginning Balance: 
4/1/13 $4,081 
 
Income: $1,141 

Membership Dues 
Donations 
Raffles 
Interest 
Ad Space 
 
Expenses: $1,420 

Newsletter & Postage 
Meeting Notice Cards 
Communications 
Postage 
Meeting Expenses 
St. Finn Barr Church Hall 
PO Box 
WTPCC 
Glen Park Festival 
Website 
 
Closing Balance: 
4/18/13 $3,802 
 
Membership Report 

250 Members 
April 2013 

Apple Hill Cake 
by Agnes Driscoll 

Combine: 
2 C Sugar, ½ C oil, 2 eggs 
  
Add: 
4 C diced apples (Golden 
Delicious apples best!) 
  
Sift together and add the 
apple mixture: 
2 C flour, 1 tsp salt, 2 tsp 
cinnamon, 1 tsp nutmeg, 2 
tsp soda 
  
Pour batter into greased 
9x13 pan and bake for 1 
hour at 350 degrees 
Serve hot, warm or cold.  If 
desired, mix a plain glaze 
and drizzle on top of cake 
 
Glaze: 2 C powdered sugar, 

1 tsp vanilla, water or milk 

until right consistency 

Who/Where Am I? From Page 3.—Answer:  PGE Solar panel on Hearst and Foerster Streets  

Nature and Flowers 

Patricia Hernandez 
 
It is spring time my favorite time of year. The neighborhood is filled with a 
kaleidoscope of colors. I'm walking down Flood and notice a flurry of little 
visitors that are accompanying me on my daily meditation. As an amateur 
birder I am mesmerized by the beauty and grace of all these marvelous 
creatures. Every time I see a new bird my jaw drops and I exclaim "Wow!! Shazam! Look at that 
one!" My more experienced birding friends are happy for me."Look! It's as if she's seeing every-
thing for the first time." So in this hectic and busy modern world I'm asking you to slow down and 
yes, smell the roses, but look at the birds also too!  
 
I would like to introduce you to a fine feathered friend who hangs around Sunnyside quite often, the 
Brewer's Blackbird. They were named after the ornithologist, Thomas Mayo Brewer. They love 
parking lots and open areas. Who doesn't appreciate space nowadays? The males have a blue 
and green sheen to them with bright yellow eyes. The females are dark grey and like to nest in 
bushes and tall trees. A flock of blackbirds is called a "keg" and they walk just like chickens. They 
can catch insects in midflight. Can you do that? Their call is a "chak" or "chuk." Try greeting them 
on your way to work. Happy spring! 
 
"In spring more mortal singers than belong 
To any one place cover us with song.  
Thrush, bluebird, blackbird, sparrow, and robin throng...." - Robert Frost 
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
  

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses.  

Make checks payable to SNA and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 
  

  Name (please print) ____________________________________________ 

  

  Street/City _________________________________ Zip _______________ 

  

  Phone _____________________    Email ___________________________ 

  

   Household $15 _____        Business $25 _____          Donation $_____ 

  

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 

Renee Espinoza 

This fall, St. Finn Barr Catholic School will celebrate its 52
nd

 year of preparing young, diverse minds for 

the future in the Sunnyside neighborhood. Our school families represent a wide range of home lan-

guages, ethnicities, faith traditions, learning styles, and family structures. This rich diversity is supported 

by our highly competent faculty’s commitment to work in partnership with parents to nurture compas-

sionate children of God, critical thinkers, and life long learners.  

What does preparing young diverse minds for the future look like at St. Finn Barr? Our students study 

Spanish language and cultures daily, learn science collaboratively through our inquiry-based FOSS (Full 

Option Science System), participate in service learning projects that impact members of our local and 

international community, prepare healthy recipes each month together, and enhance traditional class-

room learning through dynamic learning excursions throughout the Bay Area.  

In the words of a current eighth grader: “The diverse, enthusiastic, bright-minded, and unique body of 

students here at St. Finn Barr is what sets our school apart from any other. As you walk down our hall-

ways, you’ll be delighted as you listen to the voices of wise and passionate teachers, awe-inspiring stu-

dents, and intelligent minds working together.”  

St. Finn Barr Catholic School welcomes applicants for the 2013-2014 school year. Please visit our 

school website at www.stfinnbarr.org for more information on how to apply.  

St. Finn Barr Catholic School Prepares Young Minds 

http://www.stfinnbarr.org
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38 Years of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors,  
1975-2013 

Resources You Can Use 

Sunnyside  

Neighborhood  

Association Meeting 

 

Monday, May 6 

Meeting at 7:00pm 

Location: St. Finn Barr 

Church Hall 

 

Meet your neighbors 

and learn about SNA 

plans for 2013. 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 27615 

San Francisco , CA 94127 

 

 

SFPD Ingleside Police Station—www.inglesidepolicestation.com, 415-404-4000  

(non-emergency) 

San Francisco Fire Department Neighborhood Emergency Response Team 

(NERT) - www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?page=859, 415-970-2022 

SF SAFE (Safety Awareness For Everyone)—http://www.sfsafe.org/safety-tips-

information/personal-safety, 415-553-1984 

SNA Greening Group—greensunnyside@gmail.com 

Sunnyside Garden Club—ske1@pacbell.net 

Sunnyside Nextdoor—www.sunnyside.nextdoor.com 

Friends of Monterey Boulevard—www.friendsofmontereyblvd.org 

Sunnyside Playground and Recreation Center—http://sfrecpark.org/

ParksMapPage.aspx, 415-831-2700 

Sunnyside Conservatory—www.sunnysideconservatory.org 


