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Sunnyside News 
 

Join us on 
Nov 4  

for our next 
membership 

meeting 
 

Meetings are held at 
St. Finn Barr Church 
Hall, Edna @ Flood. 

 
Meet your neighbors, 
hear what’s going on 

in Sunnyside. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Reverse Mortgage 101  
Monday, September 9 

from 10:30-12:00 at  
St. Finn Barr Auditorium 

 
CCSF Fitness Center 
Pass Raffle Deadline 

Tuesday, September 12 
See page 5 for details 

 
Future of CCSF 

Monday, September 16 
from 7—8 p.m. 

St. Finn Barr Auditorium 
 

SNA 2014  
Quarterly Meetings 

Mondays 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Finn Barr Auditorium: 

February 3 
May 5 

August 4 
November 3 

Tree Planting in Sunnyside a Big Success 

On Saturday, August 17, Sunnyside neigh-
bors came together under the tutelage of 
the Friends of the Urban Forest (FUF) to 
plant trees throughout the neighborhood.  
This year’s planting included 45 trees of 
many varieties.  St. Finn Barr led the way 
with planting 10 trees, according to Heidi 
Lakics, Arborist for FUF. 

Friends of the Urban Forest helps individu-
als and neighborhood groups plant and 
care for street trees and sidewalk gardens 
in San Francisco. Since 1981, FUF has 
planted more than 48,000 trees, totaling 
43% of the city's street tree canopy. You 
can learn more at: http://www.fuf.net/ 

An estimated 50 volunteers participated, 
about half of whom were Sunnyside home-
owners.  The tree planting was capped off 
with a Potluck at St. Finn Barr to celebrate 
everyone’s hard work.  A big thank you 
goes to Safeway on Monterey Blvd. for 
donating a $200 gift card to offset the cost 
of the event with refreshments. 

According to Ms. Lakics, the most im-
portant thing to do to care for your tree is 
to water it on a weekly basis for the next 
18 months.  “Good regular watering will 
help reduce transplant shock and is critical 
in getting the trees established.   In gen-
eral, trees will need 15-20 gallons of water 
each week.  If leaves begin to brown on 

the edges or shrivel, it’s a sign the tree 
needs more water.  On hot or windy days, 
more moisture can be pulled from the tree 
so it’s helpful to give it a little extra water in 
those conditions.” 

A big thanks to FUF and all the Sunnyside 
residents who participated in the planting.  
Please consider planting next time.  As Ms. 
Lakics put it, “Hopefully these 50 new trees 
will trigger another planting soon!” 
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Sunnyside 
News 

Sunnyside News is published 
four times per year. SNA  
encourages members to  

submit news items, features 
or letter to the editor.  All 
letters must be signed. All 

items are subject to editing. 
 

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association assumes no  

responsibility for the  
statements and opinions  

expressed in Sunnyside News. 
Editorial views do not  

necessarily represent the 
official position of SNA. 

 
If you are interested in volunteer-
ing with the newsletter, contact: 
newsletter.sunnyside@gmail.com 

415-935-1307 
 

 

Sunnyside  
Neighborhood  

Association 
 

Voice Mailbox 415-937-1305 
www.sunnysideassociation.org 

 

Board 2012-2014 
  

Lisa Spinali,  President 
sunnyside.president 

@gmail.com 
  

Renee Espinoza,  
Vice President 

vicepresident.sunnyside 
@gmail.com 

  
Ray Kutz, Treasurer 
ray.kutz@gmail.com 

  
Estelle Smith, Secretary 

secretary.sunnyside 
@gmail.com 

  
Don Price,  

Member-at-Large 
memberatlarge. sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

President’s Message 

Dear Sunnysiders, 

The fog is lifting so Summer, oh I mean, Fall must be in the air.  I 
am half-way through my term as President and feel that I have 
begun to hit my stride as your neighborhood leader.  I recently 
outlined the strategy and goals to support our neighborhood to 
the SNA membership at our last quarterly meeting.  Just to recap 
or in case  you were not able to attend, the SNA is focusing on 
four key areas of support for our neighborhood: 

1.  Safety:  to ensure the safety of all of our community members, 
home by home, block by block and street by street throughout 
Sunnyside; we will achieve this goal through work with our traffic 
and pedestrian safety efforts, and growing our Neighborhood 
Watch and Emergency Preparedness volunteers and infrastruc-
ture 

2.  Beautiful Sunnyside:  to make Sunnyside the most beautiful neighborhood in San 
Francisco; we will achieve this goal through our Greening efforts including Monterey 
Boulevard, Circular and Detroit Steps, FUF Tree Plantings, as well as through eliminating 
blight and working in partnership with 311 and City Agencies, strengthening our Business 
Development along Monterey Boulevard, designing and implementing signage throughout 
the neighborhood and as well as addressing specific issues including the AT&T box place-
ments 

3.  Community Building:  to communicate effectively with all members of our community 
as well as provide opportunities to come together and build our community;  we do this 
through our Community Events, Quarterly Meetings, Web Site, Ongoing Communications, 
and Newsletter 

4.  Connecting to Our City:  to ensure a strong connection between our neighborhood 
and City Hall/City of San Francisco; we do this by connecting with resources, participating 
in events, serving as a member of the West of Twin Peaks Council, maintaining strong 
communications ties with our District 7 Supervisor and Office as well as with key relation-
ships in City Departments  

In order to make these goals a reality, we need all of you to help make it happen.  There is 
a role for everyone.  If you are reading this right now and wonder what you could do, the 
list of opportunities is ample from helping set up the refreshments at a meeting, writing an 
article for the newsletter or weeding on our monthly Sunday event on Circular or Monterey 
Boulevard. We are working to ensure that we have the very best community possible—
from the greening of our common spaces to the way we look out for one another—
especially our seniors and more fragile community members.  We are a community that 
loves our children and helps one another in times of need.  We are San Francisco at its 
very best.   

Sincerely, 

Lisa Spinali 

Two New Groups Formed to Support Neighborhood 
Are you concerned about traffic and pedestrian safety or the placement of the AT&T boxes 
that are being placed throughout our neighborhood?  We have formed two specific work-
ing groups to formulate recommendations for both issues.  If you are interested in being a 
part of either group, please email info@sunnysideassociation.org or leave a message at 
415-937-1305.   
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St. Finn Barr Festival is Back 

by Ric Lopez 

Letting Go 

Just a leaf drifting past my window, brings to mind 
the ever so slight seasonal changes, in the neighborhood… 

I remember the summer my parents decided to move; from south of market 
urban living, to suburban living, yes indeed it was strange.  

Playing in the neighborhood park, as opposed to empty parking lots. and 
watching trees sway and strange birds sing, instead of tall buildings and pi-
geons. Then suddenly summer ending, and now for the biggest challenge of 
all, a new school, Sunnyside Elementary.  

Here it was the first day, it was like a parade, a parade of kids, some familiar 
and some I had never seen before, all dressed in their new clothes. I was nerv-
ous, shy, and still angry for having been uprooted, but soon placated by the 
sound of a young guitar playing, folk singing teacher, named Miss Hansen, as 
she greeted the new fourth grade class with a memorable performance of Puff 
the Magic Dragon. But that day all I wondered was if I would make new friends.  
Well, I did and they have been my friends ever since then.  I love how we grew 
up together, sharing dreams, nightmares, a few arguments, and most of all, 
life, life here in the suburbs. Our youthful minds not able to predict, but able to 
wonder, how life was going to unfold.  The neighborhood was very much, in an 
important way, our first experience with the world, and the way we would get 
along, or not.  It was a place where we would develop a useful skill, diplomacy, 
or close to it. 

By making a house a home, a street a playground, a community a village, we 
learned to get along and work it out.   

That leaf drifting past my window, now becomes a symbol of the strong founda-
tion it came from, and how time helped it reach as far as it could, to finally just 
let go. 

Sunnyside of Life 
After several years in 
hiatus, the St. Finn 
Barr Festival is re-
turning to the com-
munity on Sunday, 
September 29 from 10:00-5:00.  
The tradition returns with lots of 
games for kids, great international 
food & refreshments, and live mu-
sic from some great local artists 
including the Dream Catchers, 415 
DJs and R special guest Ricky Sal-
azar.  Come one, come all—share 
this fun afternoon with the St. Finn 
Barr community as they raise 
funds to support the St. Finn Barr 
School and its programs. 

Volunteer Opportunities...We Need You! 

Sarah Saunders, Financial Advisor, at Edward Jones on Monterey Boulevard, 
has stepped up to serve as the Volunteer Coordinator for the neighborhood.  
After her great experience running the Dress for Success Clothing Drive on 
page 6., Sarah has volunteered to step up and help coordinate the volunteer 
opportunities that span across the year for our community.  In the coming 
months, keep your eyes open as we plan to provide a calendar as well as con-
duct outreach for all of our community opportunities.  If you have a volunteer 
activity you would like to publicize to the SNA community or would just like to 
volunteer, please send us an email to  info@sunnysideassociation.org or leave 
a message at 415-937-1305. 

Whole Foods Ocean Ave 

Celebrates 1st Anniversary 

On August 
23, 2012, 
Whole 
Foods on 
Ocean Av-
enue 
opened its doors to the delight of 
Sunnyside and surrounding neigh-
borhoods.  It has been a welcomed 
addition to the neighborhood and 
also as a business member of 
SNA.  They have sponsored food 
for several events.  We also had 
the benefit of being a Nickels for 
Nonprofit recipient, raising $649.23 
for the organization...now that’s a 
lot of nickels! 

Please continue to support our 
neighbors at Whole Foods on 
Ocean Avenue.  They are open 
seven days a week and have plen-
ty of free parking.   

They can be found on Facebook 
where you can learn about store 
happenings and special deals at 

What am I?  Where am I?  

Go to page 6 to find out! 
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by Rita Evans 

Traffic calming is designed to make streets safer for all users -- pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and motorists. It involves measures such as speed humps and corner 
bulb-outs that alter driver behavior and tend to be self-enforcing.  

In Sunnyside, crosswalks on Circular were improved with bulb-outs and speed 
humps were installed on it and other streets several years ago following a 
planning process and input from a committee of neighbors. More measures were 
planned under a coordinated approach but that plan was never funded. 

District 7 currently has an allotment of $225,000 for pedestrian safety 
improvements that can include traffic calming measures. SNA President Lisa 
Spinali has solicited comments from residents about problem intersections and 
requests for STOP signs and speed humps. Information was presented at the 
August SNA meeting, with problem areas identified on a map. 

A new SNA working group, Traffic Calming, will use this input from residents, 
information from the earlier planning effort, and city accident data to formulate a 
formal request for projects to be funded. With a speed hump costing roughly 
$10,000, and the money going to the entire district, not just our neighborhood, 
that amount won't fund many treatments in Sunnyside. 

The group will carefully prioritize and coordinate the requests and will consider 
the impact on the neighborhood as a whole, not just a particular intersection or 
block.  

It also will identify opportunities for less expensive measures. Some intersections 
with visibility issues, for example, can be made safer by restricting parking that 
blocks views and painting a curb red is a small investment. 

The Traffic Calming Working Group holds its first meeting this month and will be 
reporting back to the board and SNA members. 

Future of CCSF Meeting 

September 16 

As the fate of the City College 
remains in question, do you 
really understand what has 
happened to this important in-
stitution in our community?  
What does accreditation 
mean?  What is CCSF doing to 
address the issues raised by 
the Accreditation Committee?  
What does the July deadline 
mean?  Please join us for a 
special meeting of the SNA on 
Tuesday, September 16 from 
7:00-8:00 pm in the St. Finn 
Barr Auditorium.  Gohar 
Momjian, Accreditation Liaison 
Officer will outline the process 
that CCSF is following to se-
cure its future as well as an-
swer any questions that you 
have.   

Traffic Calming Efforts for Safer Streets 

As a part of the neighborhood 
beautification efforts, a new 
group is working to improve the 
Detroit Street Steps—pulling 
weeds, plant-
ing and mak-
ing them a 
safer walkway 
for all.  Could 
you give a 
couple of 
hours?  Detroit Street resident 
Muse Lavezzo is serving as 
our “captain” for this project 
and volunteers are being de-
ployed over the course of the 
next three months to see how 
much progress can be made.  
We are also working to secure 
grant money to continue with 
the greening, enhancements 
and beautification of the area.  
To sign up, you can email the 
team at  

detroitsteps@gmail.com or call 
415-937-1305. 

Detroit Steps Project 

District 7 Supervisor Norman Yee and his hard-
working interns join Sunnyside Neighborhood Associ-
ation’s Greening Committee to continue to beautify 
Monterey Blvd. 
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Sunnyside Real Estate 

by Darin Holwitz  

The Sunnyside Real Estate market has really heated up, along with the rest of the Bay Area. In fact, I 
see Sunnyside as one of the hottest markets in the city. Aside from the obvious market factors such as 
low interest rates and low inventory, our neighborhood's proximity to Glen Park shopping and BART, 
and the increase in tech companies providing bus service for employees in the Glen Park village, has 
really put the spotlight on our community.  
 
Many buyers that are priced out of Noe Valley and Glen Park are now focusing on the Sunnyside area. 
Some standout sales in the neighborhood include: 161 Joost (a 3 bdrm/3 bath view home), which sold 
for $1,125,000 (130k over asking), 287 Mangels (3 bdrm/2 baths), which sold for $1,111,000 (216k over 
asking) and 249 Joost (a 3 bdrm/2bath), which sold for $1,050,000 (81k over asking) . Westwood Park 
& Mission Terrace are also fetching some very high prices, surely influenced by the new Whole Foods 
on Ocean Avenue, a valuable addition to our area. 
 
The most telling statistic is the 2013 median sales price. The median price is important, as it is the price 
point where half the homes are selling above that price and half below. It is the true middle, unlike the 
average price, which can be easily skewed by a few very high or very low sale prices. The median sales 
price in Sunnyside is up over 45% from last year!  
 

Right now, Sunnyside is a very hot seller’s market. Multiple offers, bidding wars, and many cash or non-

contingent offers are again becoming the norm. If you are considering selling your property, now is the 

time to do so. For more information, contact Darin at McGuire Real Estate, 415-577-3348. 

Monterey Blvd Safeway Clears  

Another Hurdle 

by Richard Goldman 

After a successful mediation led by District 7 Su-
pervisor Norman Yee in July, SF Planning, Safe-
way executives and SNA came to a resolution 
regarding the Safeway truck delivery route which 
also include median and intersection modifica-
tions.  

At SNA’s August quarterly SNA meeting, Natalie 
Mattei of Safeway presented the plan.  Ms. 
Mattei presented the final drawings for the raised 
median modification, as well as the Foerster in-
tersection bulb-outs, all approved by Planning, 
SF Fire, SF Police, and MTA. 

As Planning’s environmental/CEQA department 
signs off on the plan, it is expected to go before 
the full Planning Commission for approval this 
fall, with demolition expected to begin in Spring 
2014. The store will be closed for about one year 
and reopen in the Spring of 2015.  

Stay tuned for information about the Commis-
sion’s 30 day public comment period.  SNA will 
strongly urge you to write and support the pro-
ject, as well as attend the hearing. 

CCSF Fitness Center Pass Raffle 

SNA has 30 CCSF Fitness Center passes which 
we are raffling to current SNA members, good 
until December 2013. 

If interested, email or call by Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. PDT.  We  will 
randomly select SNA members from the gym 
pass lottery.  One pass per household. 

Ways to enter the raffle: 

1. email info@sunnysideassociation.org 
Or 

2. Leave a message at 415-935-1307 
Please note that first time users of the Fitness 
Center must complete an orientation prior to us-
ing the facilities.  We will provide the contact in-
formation when we send you the pass. If you 
have been a past community pass holder, you 
do not need to complete the orientation. 

Please note, these raffles are in high demand be 
SNA members.  We like to see the persons who 
receive these to use the facilities.  Please 
strongly consider this when submitting your 
name in the raffle. 
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Greetings from the Sunnyside Elementary PTA 

by Jennifer Helton, President  

A new school year has begun.  You will see many children walking and biking to our 
neighborhood’s lovely local public school, Sunnyside Elementary.  I am honored to be 
the incoming PTA president for this venerable institution, which has served this commu-
nity for over eighty years.   

As always, we have many exciting plans for the school year.  At Sunnyside, we value 
creativity and community as much as we do academic rigor.  Our program includes visu-
al and performing arts, dance, and an exciting partnership with the SF Opera.  Our cur-
riculum also includes SEEDS (Science and Environmental Education at Sunnyside) and 
an emphasis on math and technology.  We are fortunate to have an amazing array of 
teachers to work with our students.  I invite you to learn more about our school at 
www.sunnysidek5.org.    

As a public school, Sunnyside Elementary depends on the support of its community to 
thrive.   We would love to have our neighbors come to work with us in our garden at our 
monthly work days on September 7, October 5, or November 2, in the mornings.   

We are committed to being a good neighbor to the families that live in our community.  
We look forward to partnering with the SNA this year to make our neighborhood safer 
and stronger.   

Greetings from the Sunnyside Elementary PTA Treasurer’s Report 
Beginning Balance: 
4/5/13 $3,802 
 
Income: $2,823 
Membership Dues 
Donations 
Interest 
 
Expenses: $1,280 
Newsletter & postage 
Meeting Notice Cards 
Postage 
Meeting Expenses 
St. Finn Barr Church 
Hall 
 
Closing Balance: 
8/5/13 $5,345 
 
Membership Report 
272 Members 
August  2013 
 

Southern Chess  
Pecan Pie 

1 cup brown sugar 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 

1 Tbsp flour 

2 eggs 

1 cup pecans 

2 Tbsp whole milk 

1 Tsp vanilla 

1/2 stick butter, soft 

1 pie pastry crust 

 

Preheat oven to 375. 

Mix  sugars and flour.  Beat 

eggs, milk, vanilla and but-

ter.   Mix together and fold 

in pecans.  Pour into pie 

crust.  Bake at 375 degrees 

for 40—50 minutes.  Serve 

warm.  May add whipped 

cream or ice cream.  Enjoy! 

Who/Where Am I? From Page 3.—Answer:  SNA’s new bulletin board at Safeway on Monterey Blvd.  Check it out on your next visit. A 

great way to hear the latest and greatest news! 

Women’s Suit Drive a Success 

By Sarah Saunders 
 
Earlier this year, a women's suit drive held at the Edward Jones office of Sarah Saun-
ders on Monterey Boulevard was a huge success! The drive was held to benefit non prof-
it organization Dress for Success San Francisco which aims to assist underemployed 
women by providing the necessary work attire that will build their self esteem and help 
make a lasting impression during job interviews. Over 15 local residents donated more 
than 150 gently worn suits, blouses, shoes and handbags. The drive was such a success 
that we have been asked to sponsor another drive in early 2014. A sincere thank you 
goes out to all of our wonderful residents who donated and we look forward to seeing 
even more of you next year!  

The reverse mortgage is a program that is often seen as a great opportunity for individ-
uals to take advantage of the equity of their homes.  Yet the programs are diverse and 
can be difficult to understand.  Join us for a special meeting with Reverse Mortgage 
Specialist Mary-Alice Cardnenas who will share her insights and perspectives on Home 
Equity Conversion mortgages as well as answer any questions you may have.  This 
session will be held on Monday, September 9 from 10:30-12:00 at St. Finn Barr Au-
ditorium.  Community members Tess Lipat and Jee Suthamwanthanee will be volun-
teering to help us with set up for this event.  Refreshments will be provided. Thanks 

Reverse Mortgage 101: Opportunity to Learn September 9 

http://www.sunnysidek5.org
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
  

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses.  

Make checks payable to SNA and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 
  

  Name (please print) ____________________________________________ 

  

  Street/City _________________________________ Zip _______________ 

  

  Phone _____________________    Email ___________________________ 

  

   Household $15 _____        Business $25 _____          Donation $_____ 

  

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 



Sunnyside News — 

Voice of the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 
Association 
 
38 Years of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors,  
1975-2013 

Resources You Can Use 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School’s in Session: 

 
Now’s the time to re-

member that Sunnyside 
will be busy, so be ready 

to: 

 Slow and obey 
school zones 

 Allow more time to 
get there 

 Yield to pedestrians 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 27615 

San Francisco , CA 94127 

 

 

SFPD Ingleside Police Station—www.inglesidepolicestation.com, 415-404-4000  

(non-emergency) 

San Francisco Fire Department Neighborhood Emergency Response Team 

(NERT) - www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?page=859, 415-970-2022 

SF SAFE (Safety Awareness For Everyone)—http://www.sfsafe.org/safety-tips-

information/personal-safety, 415-553-1984 

SNA Greening Group—greensunnyside@gmail.com 

Sunnyside Garden Club—ske1@pacbell.net 

Sunnyside Nextdoor—www.sunnyside.nextdoor.com 

Friends of Monterey Boulevard—www.friendsofmontereyblvd.org 

Sunnyside Playground and Recreation Center—http://sfrecpark.org/

ParksMapPage.aspx, 415-831-2700 

Sunnyside Conservatory—www.sunnysideconservatory.org 


