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Sunnyside News 
 

Upcoming SNA 
Membership 

Meetings 
2013 

 
February 4 

May 6 
August 5 

November 4 
 

Meetings are held at St 
Finn Barr Church Hall, 

Edna @ Flood. 
 

Meet your neighbors, 
hear what’s going on 

in Sunnyside. 

What turned out to be one of the closest 

elections in San Francisco’s history, Nor-

man Yee has been elected Sunnyside’s 

new District 7 Supervisor. Yee won 29.2% 

of the vote, with F.X. Crowley in 2nd place 

with 24.7% of the vote.  

With such a close election, and the deci-

sion heavily dependent on the city’s rank-

choice voting, there was talk of a recount 

effort by second place candidate F.X. 

Crowley. After determining a recount effort 

would be extremely costly, Crowley con-

ceded the election.  The election has been 

formally certified by the SF Board of Elec-

tions.   

Norman Yee grew up in Chinatown here in 

San Francisco. He has been a resident of 

Yee Wins Close Race for District 7 Supervisor 

Norman Yee takes over the 

District 7 Supervisor seat.  

District 7 for 25 years. He also served as 

the San Francisco Board of Education 

President, and a former executive director 

of a nonprofit for low-income children's ser-

vices.  

Yee replaces termed-out  Supervisor Sean 

Elsbernd. The new board was sworn in 

January 8.   

A comprehensive look at the total election 

results can be found at http://

sfelections.org/results/20121106/

index.php. 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

looks forward to working with our new su-

pervisor and getting to meet him at our up-

coming quarterly meeting.   
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Sunnyside 
News 

Sunnyside News is published 
four times per year. SNA  
encourages members to  
submit news items, features 
or letter to the editor.  All 
letters must be signed. All 
items are subject to editing. 
 

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association assumes no  
responsibility for the  
statements and opinions  
expressed in Sunnyside News. 
Editorial views do not  
necessarily represent the 
official position of SNA. 
 

Rita Evans, Editor 
newsletter.sunnyside@gmail.com 

415-587-6234 
 

For information about  
advertising, contact  
secretary.sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

Sunnyside  
Neighborhood  

Association 
 

Voice mailbox 415-937-1305 
www.sunnysideassociation.org 

 

Board 2012-2014 
  

Lisa Spinali,  President 
sunnyside.president 

@gmail.com 
  

Renee Espinoza,  
Vice President 

vicepresident.sunnyside 
@gmail.com 

  
Ray Kutz, Treasurer 
ray.kutz@gmail.com 

  
Estelle Smith, Secretary 

secretary.sunnyside 
@gmail.com 

  
Don Price,  

Member-at-Large 
memberatlarge. sunnyside 

@gmail.com 

President’s Message 

Happy New Year!  At the beginning of every new year, we have a 

chance to reflect on both the past and present. In 2012, we ac-

complished quite a bit as a collective community and I want to 

thank you all for your contributions to our Sunnyside neighbor-

hood. From our membership drive paella dinner, to the garage 

sale, to the Candidate’s Forum and Halloween Block Party—it was 

quite a year indeed! And, as we look forward to this new year, I 

am excited by the opportunity to continue serving as your presi-

dent.  

We plan to build on our very strong foundation for an even more 

successful 2013. We will continue to work on the Safeway Re-

model project and believe we will need to mobilize our community to make our voices heard 

regarding this stalled five-year plus project. We will forge a strong relationship with our new 

supervisor, Norman Yee. We will launch efforts to support our senior community and look for 

ways to increase community engagement—whether it be through NERT, SAFE blocks, or just 

volunteering in our organized opportunities including our Greening Committee or with the Sun-

nyside Conservatory. We will also be looking to find ways to decrease the blight as well as iden-

tify resources to assist us with the continued beautification of our neighborhood. And of course, 

all along the way, we will continue to lead efforts to increase the membership in our Associa-

tion. 

As you take a moment to reflect as well, would you consider getting involved this year?  We 

would love to have you join a committee or work on a project to support our Sunnyside. Or 

perhaps just by being a good neighbor—keeping your eyes open and watching out for one an-

other? I thank you in advance and look forward to seeing you around the neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa 

Town Hall Sessions Kick Off at Conservatory 

On October 1, we initiated our town hall meetings with Phil Ginsburg from the Department of 

Recreation and Parks at the Sunnyside Conservatory. Approximately 30 Sunnysiders joined Phil 

in a lively discussion around Rec and Park's goals and programming and asked questions to 

learn more about Rec and Park services.   

Based on two polls, SNA members have shown interest in hearing from the following City 

groups (in prioritized order): Department of Public Works, City College of San Francisco, SF Pub-

lic Utilities Commission, NERT/Emergency Preparedness, and the SF Fire Department. We will 

be working to schedule sessions with the appropriate representatives from these groups for the 

coming year. Ideally these town hall meetings will occur on the first Monday of the month in 

the months in which we do not have our quarterly meetings. If you have ideas or recommenda-

tions for speakers, please let us know. We will keep you posted as sessions are scheduled. 
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Update from 

Sunnyside School 
San Francisco ranks as the second most walk-able city in the US, with a walking score 

of 77%, yet Sunnyside ranks 58th out of 90 among San Francisco neighborhoods.  This 

score is particularly surprising with resources such as a grocery store, playground and 

library located in our neighborhood and surrounding neighborhoods. 

A major consideration to ensure a good walking neighborhood is to keep our sidewalk 

clear and safe.  The sidewalk needs to be accessible to pedestrians, strollers, carts, 

wheelchairs and many four-legged friends. 

Sunnyside, unlike congested neighborhoods, has ample street parking.  As per San 

Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA): “A vehicle parked on any por-

tion of a sidewalk can be cited for a sidewalk violation. A sidewalk citation can be 

given even if the pedestrian travel path is partly clear or if the vehicle is parked across 

a driveway. Sidewalks are the area between the curb and the building property line. 

Motorcycles are not exempt from sidewalk parking regulations. Bicycles can be 

parked on the sidewalk but their owners must ensure that the pedestrian path is safe 

and clear.” 

Caring for the sidewalk in front of your house and keeping it in good order are the 

homeowner’s responsibilities. In addition, another important point to consider before 

making your front yard a driveway is that concreting over front yards in front of 

houses without a permit is illegal.Let’s improve Sunnyside’s walking score!  We can 

start by making the sidewalks accessible.  If you see a blocked sidewalk, please report 

it to SFMTA by calling 415.553.1200. To report abandoned vehicles on both private 

and public property, contact SF 311 by dialing 311, or file a report online at 

www.sf311.org. 

Addressing Sidewalk Parking  

Leah Tarlen, Sunnyside PTA President 

Winter is such a great time to enjoy the 

outdoors. The air is fresh and the pud-

dles are laying in wait for little stomping 

feet. Speaking of feet, Sunnyside Ele-

mentary School launched its annual 

“Walk and Roll Wednesday” program in 

November. Kids are encouraged to 

walk, bike, scoot, bus, or carpool to 

school every Wednesday from now 

through the end of April. The goal of 

this program is to reduce traffic conges-

tion and improve air quality around our 

school. Hopefully our neighbors will 

benefit from our carbon footprint re-

duction.  

By now readers might have seen a news 

segment about Sunnyside on ABC’s “7 

on Your Side” with Mike Finney. In Sep-

tember, our school budget was cut dra-

matically, and we faced staff layoffs. 

You can see the segment on our home 

page: http://www.sunnysidek5.org/

index. We are pleased to announce that 

we adverted our own fiscal cliff. Our 

school launched a social media fundrais-

ing campaign through GoFundMe, 

which succeeded in raising enough to 

retain all our staff. Thank you to all our 

friends and neighbors who donated to 

this program. 

Sunnyside is also delighted to be receiv-

ing community support via Whole Foods 

Noe Valley. From November 7 through 

January 20, Sunnyside is receiving fund-

ing from Whole Foods’ Nickels for Non-

Profits program. When you shop at 

Whole Foods Noe Valley and bring your 

own bag, your bag credit gets donated 

to the fund. Sunnyside Elementary, 

James Lick Middle School, and Thomas 

Edison Charter Academy share the pro-

ceeds. Said Liz Rowland, Marketing and Community Relations Team Leader, about the 

program, “Our Team Members voted on several San Francisco based organizations and 

Sunnyside Elementary was at the top of the list. Your efforts in education are crucial to 

the health of our community.” Yet another reason to shop at your local Whole Foods 

store! When you do shop there, please be sure to donate your bag credit, and thank 

your friendly Whole Foods Team Member for voting to support Sunnyside and our 

fellow schools.  

Save the Date! Lovers of magic and slight of hand won’t want to miss this one-night 

performance of “Mind Games” by Brad Barton, “Reality Thief,” on Tuesday, February 

12, at ZSpace in Potrero Hill. Barton is donating his unique blend of “magic, mentalism, 

and mischief” as a fundraiser for Sunnyside Elementary. ZSpace is offering its theater 

pro-bono too! The performance is geared toward adults and includes refreshments 

and a no-host bar. A wonderful Valentine’s Day gift, and  great occasion to get a sitter, 

dress up, and enjoy a night out. All proceeds benefit our school. Tickets are being sold 

on a sliding scale from $20 to $50. For tickets, go to http://mindgames.event brite. 

com and search for “Mind Games” or contact Lopa Pal at lopa416@gmail.com. 
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From teaching loads to tuition payment, City College of San Francisco is in the midst of far-

reaching changes compelled by a threat to its accreditation. The  Accrediting Commission 

for Community and Junior Colleges has given CCSF until mid-March demonstrate that 

changes will address problems with funding and administration. 

CCSF has offered a wide range of classes, from those leading to a two-year degree to non-

credit courses, at dozens of sites, while ignoring growing financial problems. The accrediting 

commission is reviewing the report and will make a decision in June whether the college can 

stay open or begin to shut down operations, a potentially devastating outcome for tens of 

thousands of students, faculty and staff. 

New Format for  

Candidates Forum 

On October 10, SNA hosted another 

successful candidates forum for the 

District 7 Supervisor race. It was a 

packed room of 100 residents having 

the chance to hear from all nine candi-

dates.   

The candidates were kept on their toes 

by our moderator and SNA President, 

Lisa Spinali. Candidate Mike Garcia 

stated, “Those were some great ques-

tions and really one of the most engag-

ing forums that I have participated in.”   

In a non-traditional style, Spinali had 

each candidate draw the name of an-

other candidate and then each candi-

date was asked to share what s/he felt 

would be the strongest assets this op-

ponent would bring to the office of su-

pervisor.  The responses were illumi-

nating and the session educational for 

all. 

Wind in the Willows is a non-profit, preschool with a child-

centered philosophy. They have been serving our commit-

tee since 1973, and have been at its current location on 

Monterey Boulevard since 2000. As a business member of 

the SNA, Leah Meakin, the school’s director states that 

Sunnyside has been very receptive to the school. She 

thinks it’s great to have a school within walking distance to 

Sunnyside and the surrounding neighborhoods. 

Wind in the Willows finds that Sunnyside provides for their 

needs as they visit Sunnyside Playground and the children 

bring their recycling right down the street. Their emphasis is 

on creativity, socialization and language development, all in 

a warm and supportive neighborhood.   

For more information on Wind in the Willows, call 415-333-

7166 or visit 

w.windinthewillows.orgwww.windinthewillows.org. 

 

 

Water Pipe Replacement in the 

neighborhood is well under way and 

will enhance our systems for years to 

come. However, many have reported 

brown or yellowish water from their 

faucets.   

If you should have this problem, you 

should flush your pipes for about five 

minutes at the source closest to the 

house water valve. If this doesn't work, 

try the same flush in 20 minutes. When 

the SFPUC works on the pipes, sedi-

ment can be stirred up. If this proce-

dure still doesn't clear up, call 311 and 

they'll contact the SFPUC on your be-

half. 

Business Spotlight: Wind in the Willows 

Huge Changes in Store for CCSF  

Muddy Water?  

Here’s a Suggestion 

Mardi Gras Zydeco Dance 

 
Featuring Andre Thierry and Zydeco Magic  

A Benefit for St. Finn Barr Church, Saturday, January 19, 8PM 

Food and Drinks will be available for purchase.  

Come and enjoy Louisiana Gumbo, Red Beans & Rice, etc.  

Dance Ticket (Adults Only): $18 Advance, $23 at the door  

Great Raffle Prizes  King & Queen And more ! ! !  

To purchase advance ticket(s) which will be held at the door, otherwise include a self-

addressed stamped envelope along with your check made payable to St. Finn Barr 

Church. Your donation is tax deductible. Please mail to: Zydeco Coordinators, c/o Louis 

& Alice Guidry, 415 Edna Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 
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Potluck Dinner Opens SNA Memberhsip Meeting; 

Elsbernd, Volunteers Honored for Contributions 

Suspicious Characters? 

Call SFPD 

Our November Membership meeting was chock full of activity and opportunity to con-

nect with our friends and neighbors. The evening kicked off with an actual potluck din-

ner and thanks to everyone for bringing their wonderful main dishes, sides and desserts. 

There were so many options to choose from!   

We then honored some special guests—a special thank you to outgoing Supervisor Els-

bernd and to our inaugural group of the 2012 Volunteers of the Year. Supervisor Mark 

Wiener was on hand to salute Sean. Awards were given to Bob and Keren Abra for their 

leadership and hard work on the Sunnyside Median Replanting Project, Mike Gonzalez 

for his efforts as the botanical designer for the Median Project and to our own Rita Ev-

ans for her dedication as our newsletter editor. We also met our new Ingleside Police 

Captain Timothy Falvey. And as a part of our new tradition, we hosted another raffle at 

the close of the meeting with lots of prizes going to our members. It always pays to stay 

‘til the end! We look forward to our next meeting on 

Monday, February 4 at St. Finn Barr Auditorium. 

Over the past couple of weeks, sev-

eral neighbors have reported seeing 

suspicious-looking people hanging 

around the neighborhood. In such 

cases, do not hesitate to call SFPD, 

415-553-0123. This SFPD dispatch will 

ask you a few questions to get a de-

scription of the person/location and 

can send out a squad car to check out 

the situation right away.   

Also, if someone knocks on your door 

stating they are a service person, 

please do not open the door if you did 

not call for service. 

SFPD, 415-553-0123 

By Estelle Smith 

Like many of Sunnyside neighbors, I walk my dog through the neighborhood.  While 

he’s busy sniffing around and looking for squirrels, I usually check out the landscaping 

and chat with neighbors. Recently, I noticed several mail boxes open with mail sticking 

out of them. This reminded me of an experience I had years ago regarding my own 

mailbox. 

A building I lived in didn’t accurately secure the mail. I received a call from my credit 

card regarding questionable charges, all which turned out to be fraud. As it turned out, 

someone stole my mail and charged numerous charges, attempted to open numerous 

credit cards, and withdrew money from my ATM. Getting this cleared up and the crimi-

nal case that followed was a big headache. Luckily, in my case, they caught the crimi-

nal. 

Every day, the U.S. Postal Service delivers millions of letters, checks, and other valu-

able items. Unfortunately, these items are attractive to thieves. The best offense is a 

good defense, keep your mailbox in good repair, and make sure it’s properly installed 

and secured.  Remove mail from your mailbox after delivery, especially if you're expect-

ing valuable items. f you won't be home when the items are expected, ask a trusted 

friend or neighbor to pick up your mail. Have your local post office hold your mail while 

you're on vacation, or absent from your home for a long period of time.  f you don't re-

ceive mail you're expecting, contact the issuing agency immediately.  

For more information on protecting yourself from mail theft, visit the US Postal Inspec-

tors at www.postalinspectors.uspis.gov or 877-876-2455. 

Safety Tip: Keep Your Packages Safe 

SNA President Lisa Spinali presents Volun-

teer of the Year certificates to Greening 

Chairs Bob and Keren Abra. 

Ingleside Police Captain Timothy 

Falvey introduces himself to SNA. 

Lisa recognizes outgoing supervi-

sor Sean Elsbernd.  

Supes Elsbernd and Wiener. 
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Halloween in Sunnyside: A Spooky Good Time for All! 

Membership Report 

 

 

T r e a s u r e r ’ s  
R e p o r t  

 

Beginning Balance: 

8/13/12 $5,087 

 

Income: $925 

Membership Dues 

Donations 

Raffle 

Interest 

Ad space  

 

Expenses: $2,110 

Newsletter & postage 

Meeting  

Communications 

Postage 

Meeting 

St. Finn Barr Church Hall 

Halloween Event  

Candidate Forum 

Paypal fees 

 

Closing Balance: 

12/13/12 $3,902  

Halloween is a great time in Sunnyside! Thanks to Michael Gagne and the wonderful team of 

volunteers for putting together a fantastic block party for our Sunnyside family. With more than 

150 adults and children participating, it was a spectacular sunny, spooky 

day. The turnout was outstanding—especially since it was Game Three of 

the World Series for our SF Giants! Also, special thanks to our Martson resi-

dents for decorating their homes and offering up treats to our children.  

This year’s event included a bouncy house, tons of 

games with prizes for all, hot dogs, popcorn, 

homemade scary cupcakes and a treat bag for 

every child.   

One of the big hits this year was the addition of 

our very own face painter:  Miss Moo.  She is a 

local parent who donated her time and did a fabu-

lous job. For future reference, she is available for 

parties, large fun events and fundraisers.  Feel 

free to contact her directly at Milan-

Moo@aol.com.  

Keep your ears open as we hope to begin planning for 

Halloween 2013 earlier this year and are looking forward 

to the possibility of 

collaborating with Sun-

nyside Elementary and 

St. Finn Barr Schools as 

well. 
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SNA Annual Membership Dues 
  

Dues are $15/year for households, $25/year for businesses.  

Make checks payable to SNA and send to SNA, PO Box 27615, SF, CA 94127 
  

  Name (please print) ____________________________________________ 

  

  Street/City _________________________________ Zip _______________ 

  

  Phone _____________________    Email ___________________________ 

  

   Household $15 _____        Business $25 _____          Donation $_____ 

  

Donations to SNA, a 501(C) 3 not-for-profit organization, are tax-deductible. 

  



Sunnyside News — 

Voice of the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 
Association 
 
38 Years of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors,  
1975-2013 

Resources You Can Use 

Sunnyside  

Neighborhood  

Association Meeting 

 

Monday, February 4 

Meeting at 7:00pm 

Location: St. Finn Barr 

Church Hall 

 

Meet your neighbors 

and the SNA board! 

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 27615 

San Francisco , CA 94127 

 

 

SFPD Ingleside Police Station—www.inglesidepolicestation.com, 415-404-4000 (non-

emergency) 

San Francisco Fire Department Neighborhood Emergency Response Team (NERT) - 

www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?page=859, 415-970-2022 

SF SAFE (Safety Awareness For Everyone)—http://www.sfsafe.org/safety-tips-information/

personal-safety, 415-553-1984 

SNA Greening Group—greensunnyside@gmail.com 

Sunnyside Garden Club—ske1@pacbell.net 

Sunnyside Nextdoor—www.sunnyside.nextdoor.com 

Friends of Monterey Boulevard—www.friendsofmontereyblvd.org 

Sunnyside Playground and Recreation Center—http://sfrecpark.org/ParksMapPage.aspx, 

415-831-2700 

Sunnyside Conservatory—www.sunnysideconservatory.org 


