
Join us on
Monday,

February 2,
for our next
Membership

Meeting.
Meetings at
St. Finn Barr
Church Hall

415 Edna at Hearst
7:00 - 8:30 PM

SNA meets the first 
Monday of Febru-

ary, May, August, and 
first Monday of

October.
(Note: Fall 

Meeting date 
change).

Meet your neighbors and 
hear what’s going on 
in our neighborhood.

Voice of the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
34 Years of Neighbors Helping Neighbors, 1975-2009
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Balboa Reservoir Project Update
~Estelle Smith

On December 16, I attended a Preliminary Neighborhood Input Session 
sponsored by the SF Planning Department. They invited a surrounding 
neighborhood association representative to give preliminary input into the Balboa 
Reservoir Project. 

There were approximately ten people in attendance: from Riordan High School, 
Westwood Park, Ingleside Terrace, Ocean Avenue Merchants Association, and 
several others. The goal was to give preliminary information on the project and to 
get a sense of what neighborhoods want in the project.

They are potentially bidding the project as a lease rather than a sale. They 
would have a 99 year lease on the land that the developer would build and 
maintain. Other than that, not many specifics were revealed. They asked people 
in attendance to speak about what neighbors might be interested in with this 
development.

Here are some topics mentioned:
• Parking and transportation as an issue on all sides
• Pedestrian-friendly design to encourage walking, biking, and public    

  transportation
• Open spaces (large and small) for multi-use, walking, biking, etc.
• Housing of all types were mentioned (affordable, home ownership, housing       

   for teachers, etc.)
• Public art
• Neighborhood integrity

The SF Planning department stated that the goal of the public meetings is to 
put parameters around the public bid. No physical mapping, or design will be 
discussed, since there also needs to be a site study. The goal is to have a bid out 
sometime by summer/fall 2015 to developers.

Since we have not met on this issue as a neighborhood, my goal was to listen 
to what they have planned so far. I have requested Planning attend the SNA 
quarterly meeting in February 2015, and we will follow up on Planning’s January 
public meeting at our SNA February general meeting as well, so be sure to attend 
for updates.  A second public meeting, with location to be announced, will be 
held in March. Visit http://www.sf-planning.org/BalboaReservoir for futher details 
to find out how you can attend and provide input/feedback on this important 
neighborhood issue.
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Sunnyside News is published four 
times per year.  SNA encourages 

members to submit news, features or 
letters to the editor. All letters must 
be signed.  All items are subject to 

editing.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood As-
sociation assumes no responsibility 
for the statements and opinions ex-

pressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial 
views do not necessarily represent 

the official position of SNA.

Richard Goldman, Editor
newsletter.sunnyside@gmail.com

415-935-1307

President’s Message
Dear Sunnysiders,

Happy new year!  Looking back on 2014, 
we accomplished many great things as 
a neighborhood and I am delighted to 
continue serving as your president.  The 
Board and I are currently working on set-
ting the agenda for this year.  So far we 
know that we will continue to focus on 
safety and hope to have the City do a new 
traffic calming assessment for Sunnyside 
this year.  It was also the year that the SF 
Planning Commission finally approved the 
Safeway remodel plans and we will cer-
tainly be monitoring its progress in 2015 as they look to break ground 
and rebuild the store.  Our Halloween Party was a huge success with 
special thanks to organizer Michael Gagne and the St. Finn Barr and 
Sunnyside School communities.  We hope to build on the success of 
that event and have an equally successful one again next October.  We 
are also shifting our quarterly meeting schedule so that the Fall meet-
ing will occur before election day.  This shift will allow us to have a bet-
ter opportunity to hear from candidates and speakers for and against 
ballot initiatives (in September) and make all of us better, more in-
formed voters.  I would also like to do a shout out to Richard Goldman 
for his role as editor of our quarterly newsletter.  Thank you Richard!

And so as you look forward into 2015, what are your resolutions for 
this coming year?  May I suggest increasing your activity in community 
engagement as one idea for consideration?  As you will see from this 
quarter’s newsletter, there are some big things happening in our neigh-
borhood: new potential housing, continued greening, safety issues . . . 
All of these topics can benefit from community members’ attention.  

Our neighborhood is a precious gem that is getting more attention as a 
part of the “hot SF housing market.”  Let’s continue to build our special 
jewel by being friendly when we see someone walking down our block, 
offer to help a senior with their groceries, pick up trash that you see in 
street, bake a pie for a neighbor you don’t know well, or who knows 
what else?  As the SNA President, I am often complimented about 
Sunnyside and my response is always the same—our neighborhood 
is great because of our residents and that is the very truth.  Thanks for 
being a special part of our community.

Most sincerely,

Lisa Spinali
SNA President
 



Planning Commission Approves Monterey Safeway 
Remodel
~Richard Goldman

In a 7 to 0 unanimous vote, on December 11, 2014, the SF Planning Commission approved the plans for the remodel of 
the Monterey Blvd Safeway. When Commissioner Antonini spoke very supportively of the new store.  He liked the idea of 
calling the store Sunnyside Safeway because Sunnyside Avenue was the original name of that street when it was first cut 
through. It was a major accomplishment to be able to come from the east side without having to go on Ocean Avenue and 
come along Sunnyside Avenue, which is now Monterey Blvd. 

We are hugely grateful to 
Safeway Real Estate Manager 
Natalie Mattei for all her work 
and her great presentation 
at the hearing, as well as the 
City Planner assigned to the 
project, Marcelle Boudreaux. 
After more than seven years in 
talking, planning, negotiating, 
and waiting, plans for the new 
store are finalized, approved 
and can be viewed at www.
sunnysidesafewaysf.com.

The SF Planning Commission 
approval means the City has 
approved the grocery store’s 
conceptual design and use. 
Next, Safeway has to submit 
for building and utility permits. 
Early this year, Safeway will 
huddle with its architectural team. 

Safeway is in the process of merging with Albertsons. The parent company has announced publicly that it will keep the 
Safeway name in Northern California, and that the public should anticipate lower prices. The real estate direction of the 
merged company is still under development, however, San Francisco has historically been a crown jewel in Safeway’s  
crown.  As more details become available, they will be posted to the project website (noted above). We are all proud of 
our hard work and relieved that this project is moving forward.
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The Six Second Garage Door 
Break-In You Can Prevent
Garage doors have levers that allow them to be opened manually 
in case power is lost. Burglars, standing outside your garage, have 
figured out a way to use the hanger to pull down the release or to 
hook the red string that dangles from the lever.  Once it is released, 
the garage door can be opened by hand from the outside. 

San Francisco Police have shared this video, which shows how we 
can use simple measures to prevent thieves from breaking into our 
garages.  You can use a zip tie to fasten the emergency release 
lever to the garage door track to prevent it from being pulled open.  A 
package of zip ties costs about $5 at the hardware store.  To view the 
video, go to: http://youtu.be/kSO_HTBHLFI

SNA Membership In-
crease and Quarterly 
Meeting Dates Change
As of January 2015, annual SNA membership 
fees increase to: $20 for households, to enable 
SNA to continue to sponsor the annual events 
that have made these past few years so success-
ful.

Additionally, the fourth quarterly meeting of the 
year is being moved up to the first Monday in Oc-
tober (not November anymore) as not to conflict 
with Election Day, and to allow members more 
time to think about and discuss ballot measures 
on the upcoming elections.
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Treasurer’s 
Report
~Ray Kutz, Treasurer

Beginning Balance:
8/15/14   $5,919
Income:   $1134
Membership Dues 
Donations 
Halloween Festival
Expenses:   $1641
Meeting Notices  
News Letter  
Postage 
Meeting Expenses 
St. Finn Barr Church Hall 
Senior Village Event
Halloween Festival & Insurance
Closing Balance:
1/5/15   $5,412

A Holiday Gift to Sunnyside
~Pat Moore

In July 2011, Mayor Ed Lee presided at the dedication of the Circular Avenue 
Ribbon Garden in Sunnyside, a 6 foot by 3⁄4 mile stretch along the freeway side 
of the street, which had been used as an unofficial dumping ground for years 
and was subsequently reclaimed and turned into an official San Francisco 
park by the Greening Committee of the SNA. Since that time, the Greening 
Committee, under the chairmanship of Keren and Bob Abra, have maintained 
the park, with the assistance of several volunteer stewards (Diane Piagnari, 
Eileen Shields, Rita Evans, Pat Moore, and others) who clear trash, pull weeds, 
and add new plantings and decor. 

When Ben Lauffer and his wife, Nicole Monte, needed to have a redwood tree 
removed from their backyard, they were contacted by one of the stewards and 
happily donated the pieces for use in the continuing beautification of the park. 
City Trees, the Lauffers’ arborists, also donated the extra labor needed to cut 
the tree into appropriate lengths and to split some of the logs to be placed as 

pathways where 
needed in the 
park or used as 
safety triangles on 
Circular Avenue.

Redwood is 
especially prized 
since it is long-
lasting and will 
provide visual 
contrast to the 
plantings for many 
years to come. 
These trees and 
logs help stabilize 

the soil and 
retain moisture in 
the park (which 
does not have a 
watering system), 
making these 
contributions 
doubly valuable. 
Thank you, Ben 
and Nicole, for 
the addition to the 
beautification of 
our neighborhood.

You can also 
help beautify the 
park by donating 
large logs being 
removed from 
your property or 
become a steward of a section where you can put plants of your choice and 
keep it attractive. Please contact the Abras, who manage the SNA greening 
committee, for advice and help. Contact Keren and Bob: greensunnyside@
gmail.com.

400 Block of Edna 
About To Become 
One-Way Street
On October 21, the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA) unanimously approved 
the change and made the 400 block 
between Hearst Avenue and Flood 
Avenue, one-way northbound. It joins 
the 0 - 99, and 100 blocks, as well as 
the 500 block of Edna in that same 
one-way northbound direction.  Only 
the 200 and 300 blocks remain two-
way. Due to increased car traffic, 
staff of Sunnyside and St. Finn Barr 
schools, as well as neighbors and 
the Pedestrian Safetey Advisory 
Committee of SFMTA, requested the 
change. Thanks to everyone who 
worked on this traffic calming change 
and for making our neighborhood 
better and safer.  

Pat Moore, Ben Lauffer and City Tree arborist

City Tree arborists trim and fell the tree



Festive House on Hearst
In case you haven’t noticed, there is a Giants fan with an expert 
craftsman’s hand in the neighborhood.  Neighbor Kurt Lunz creates 
wonderful displays for all Sunnyside and San Francisco to enjoy. 

Our glorious 
SF Giants won 
their third World 
Series in five 
years, and we 
celebrated 
then as well as 
during winter 
holiday time. 
Thank you. 
Kurt, for making 
our lives and 
neighborhood a 
little brighter!
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Sunnyside Real Estate Report
~Darin Holwitz

Sunnyside finished off 2014 with several strong closings. 16 homes closed in fourth quarter, with an average size of 1,272 
sq. feet, selling for $756/sq. ft., resulting in an average sale price of $857,000. The median sale price was $813,000. Here 
are some notable sales for the year:
•  391 Staples (5bd /3ba  - 2,100 sq. ft.) sold 16% over the $1,195,000 asking price of $1,385,000.
•  324 Edna (3/2 - 1,565 sq. ft.) was another big “South of Monterey” record-setting sale at $1,135,000 and illustrates the 
price that today’s “tech” buyers are willing to pay for a move-in-ready remodel
•  19 Hearst (2/1 - 750 sq. ft.) was a small fixer that sold in four days for $810,000  
•  179 Flood (2/1 – 968 sg. ft.) was major fixer that sold on 10/28/14 for $650,000. It’s been flipped and is currently 
pending sale and should close escrow by year’s end for $775,000, resulting in a $125,000 increase in approximately one 
month.  

Sunnyside had two condo sales as well in Q4: 380 Monterey, #208 (1/1 w/ parking) sold for $441,000, and 695 Monterey 
#303 (3/2 w/ parking) sold for $55k over asking at $805,000.

As the tech sector expands in SF, so will real estate values.

The table below shows the Sunnyside 2015 fourth quarter sales.

 ADDRESS                    BD       BA        PK        DOM         ASK   -                   SOLD
426 Detroit St  1 1 1 11 395,000       501,000
179 Flood Ave  2 1 1 0 700,000       650,000
270 Staples Ave 2 1 2 38 699,000       679,000
638 Joost Ave  2 1 1 35 650,000       738,000
167 Marston Ave  1 1 25 649,500       739,000
139 Baden St  2 1 1 55 748,000       760,000
137 Detroit St  2 1 2 21 719,000       765,000
19 Hearst Ave  2 1 1 4 699,000       810,000
449 Melrose Ave  2 1 15 799,000       816,426
133 Baden St  2 1 1 24 859,000       860,821
238 Flood Ave  2 1 2 14 849,000       940,000
669 Hearst Ave  3 3 1 119 789,000       940,000
374 Joost Ave  2 1 1 11 799,000       995,000
151 Monterey Blvd 4 2 1 31 979,000     1,000,000
324 Edna St  3 2 1 20        1,079,000         1,135,000
391 Staples Ave 5 3 1 20        1,195,000          1,385,000
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Meet Friends, Shop for Great Food and Support a Local 
Farmer:  The Stonestown Farmers Market
~Lisa Spinali

Imagine the delight of having a year-round local market with seasonal products offered by local farmers and small 
businesses.  We are very fortunate to have the Stonestown Farmers Market year-round behind the mall next to the movie 
theater. 

Providing a year-round market supports the farmers for the entire year and also allows us to count on them being open 
every weekend.  It creates consistency for the community, and it’s so inspiring to shop at the market. Since there is 
something new every week, it makes you want to try new foods.

Apart from buying the freshest produce from our local farmers, you can also see artisans’ latest creations and dine in 
the courtyard of local diverse ethnic food restaurants and meet up with friends. It’s a great environment for families and 
friends to gather.  At the market, there are a variety of products offered, including grass-fed and clean meat, pastured 
eggs (from the real cage-free chickens that roam about, eat from the local land, and stay warm in huts when they choose 
to), fish that are caught within 200 miles of San Francisco, breads and pastries from local bakers, and pasta.  There are 
also several local cheese-makers and the famous RoliRoti Chicken, where there is always a line.  Plus, the market has 
live entertainment and a jumpy house for the little ones.

This market is provided to the community by Agricultural Institute of Marin (AIM).  Every farmers market has an 
organization behind it.  AIM is unique in that they provide an audit of every vendor.  They visit every farm to make sure 
it is actually growing what the farm sells, and to ensure that they are actually farming according to their stated practices 
(organic, pesticide-free or conventional).  Every dollar directly supports a local farmer or small local business and helps to 
keep the farm and its family going.   

Often shoppers love the spring and summer when fruits are plentiful. But the beauty of a year-round market is that you 
can find things that aren’t in supermarkets, but are growing according to the growing season.  There is greater variety 
of fruits and vegetables, and farmers are working to preserve the heirloom varieties.  One of the best benefits is that 
everything is fresh.  You can buy a fruit that was hanging on a tree the day before.  Now that is fresh and so much more 
flavorful!

The market is open every Sunday from 9am to 1pm.    For more information on AIM, you visit www.
agriculturalinstituteofmarin.org or the Stonestown Farmers Market Facebook page.  AIM posts the latest produce on the 
site so you know what you can shop for on Sunday. You can also direct any questions to them via the Facebook page.



☼   SNA Annual Membership Dues  ☼
Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

is $20 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.
Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:

SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127

Name (please print) ___________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________Zip Code__________________

Phone________________________E-mail_________________________________________

Check one: Household $15 _______ or Business $25_______

Additional donation: $________       Summer 14

Donations to Sunnyside Neighborhood Association, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, are tax-deductible.

Sunnyside News Page 7

	  

	  

	  

ST. FINN BARR CHURCH 
14th ANNUAL MARDI GRAS ZYDECO DANCE 

Featuring: Zydeco Flames (www.zydecoflames.com)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2015

8:00 P.M. - 12:00 A.M.
ST. FINN BARR CHURCH - GOODE HALL
415 EDNA STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

DANCE TICKET: $20.00 ADVANCE
$25.00 AT THE DOOR

FREE DANCE LESSON FROM 7:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.
Food and drinks will be available for purchase.

Come and enjoy Louisiana Gumbo, Jambalaya, Red Beans & Rice, etc.
ADVANCE DANCE TICKET FORM
Please reserve my dance ticket(s). Advance ticket(s) will be held at the Will Call Desk. If you want your ticket(s) mailed to 
you, send a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Make check payable to St. Finn Barr Church. Mail to: Zydeco Committee, 415 Edna Street, San Francisco, CA 94112. 
Your donation is tax-deductible.
Name: _______________________ Phone Number: ________________ Number of Tickets:____ x $20.00 each - Total 
Amount: __________
I am unable to attend. Enclosed is my donation to support St. Finn Barr Church_____________

	  

 Zydeco Committee
C/o Louis & Alice Guidry
For information Contact:
Louis or Alice - 415-760-1454 
Church Rectory – 415-333-3627

Great Raffle Prizes 
King & Queen Raffle

And more!!!!!
 



Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

Time to renew?  Check your address label!
Send in your dues today!

Sunnyside News
Voice of the Sunnyside 

Neighborhood Association
40 Years of Neighbors 

Helping Neighbors 
1974 - 2014

Next Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 

Association Meeting

Monday, February 2 
Meeting at 7:00pm 

St. Finn Barr Church Hall
415 Edna Street

Meet your neighbors and 
learn about

your neighborhood! 
www.sunnysideassociation.org

Sunnyside Halloween Festival Huge Success
Sunday, October 25, saw Sunnyside and St. Finn Barr Elementary Schools filled with ghosts, goblins, treats, and tricks. 
This year’s Halloween Festival was a huge success, including a truly scary haunted house at 450 Edna, thanks to Lisa 
Spinali and friends.  

Alice Guidry, 
District 7 
Supervisor 
Norman Yee, 
and Louis 
Guidry at 
Goode Hall at 
St. Finn Barr 
Church

Face paint-
er extraord-
naaire 
delights 
kids and 
adults alike.

Haunted house at 450 Edna.   Boo !!!!


