
Sol y Luna Salon Awarded City’s First 
Healthy Nail Salon Certification
In October 2010, Board of Supervisors President 
David Chiu authored legislation to create the 
optional “Healthy Nail Salon” program, as a part 
of SF’s Department of Environment. There are 
about 250 nail salons in San Francisco employing 
around 1,800 workers, primarily women of child-
bearing age. The chemicals in some nail polish 
have been linked to birth defects, cancer and 
fertility problems. The City’s program retrains 
workers and helps guide salon owners toward healthier 
products and practices. For more information, please go to this link: 
http://www.sfenvironment.org/article/safer-practices/healthy-nail-salons. 
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City College Will Remain Open
As we are going to print, here is what we know:  during the first week of June 
the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) met 
and announced that it expects to change its rules, let City College request more 
time to comply with accrediting standards and avoid being shut down. The new 
policy would allow any college threatened with loss of accreditation to apply for 
its restoration before the revocation deadline of July 31. Once the college has 
applied for the new status, the commission would re-evaluate the college within 
four months. The college then would have two years to come into full compliance 
with accrediting standards. 

Concurrently with the July 31 deadline looming, revocation had already been 
blocked by a judge, pending the outcome of a trial scheduled for October to 
decide if the Commission broke rules in its 2012 evaluation of City College. San 
Francisco City Attorney Dennis Herrera, who brought the lawsuit, has said that it 
will go forward.

The college has worked to repair extensive problems in governance, fiscal 
oversight and academic planning identified by the accrediting commission and 
independent fiscal evaluators. The commission is inviting public comment until 5 
p.m. June 25 and will finalize the policy shortly afterward if the U.S. Department 
of Education approves the plan. The work is just getting started to make sure City 
College reaches all of its goals.  SNA will look forward to finding ways to work with 
them to ensure a bright success.

(continued on page 3)

Allison and Henry Linh 
of Sol y Luna Salon



President’s Message
I begin this summer’s column with the wise words 
of Margaret Meade that are so often quoted, 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.”  

We have a small group of Sunnysiders who are 
making a difference for our community as you 
will see in this edition.  Thank you for your hard 
work, dedication and persistence—three essential 
ingredients for successful community work.  And, 
as I have said before, we need more volunteers 
as our ability to improve our community is directly 
correlated with the number of volunteers who we 
have serving.  We will continue to work on safety, beautification, and providing 
opportunities for us to connect and build community as neighbors.

We are looking to bring back the garage sale in late August/early September.  
More to come as we work with our new volunteers who have offered up to lead 
this year’s efforts.  It will be a fun time for our community and is a wonderful 
Sunnyside tradition.

I would also like to take this moment to offer my support and encouragement on 
the recent decision regarding City College of San Francisco.  Nothing is perfect 
but this updated ruling allows City College the chance to complete the changes 
that have been under way.  I would encourage each of us to think about what 
we can do to be an asset to the College—this is where we educate our City’s 
young people.  There is much work still to be done and at a minimum we will 
work to stay in the loop with updates as well as provide them to you.

Here’s to a great summer, an exciting World Cup and looking forward to seeing 
you in the neighborhood.

Most sincerely,

Lisa Spinali
SNA President

Page 2

Sunnyside
Neighborhood

Association
Voice mailbox 415-937-1305

www.sunnysideassociation.org

Board 2014 - 2016

Lisa Spinali, President
sunnyside.president@gmail.com

Renne Espinoza, 
Vice President

vicepresident.sunnyside@gmail.
com

Ray Kutz, Treasurer
ray.kutz@gmail.com

Estelle Smith, Secretary
secretary.sunnyside.@gmail.com

Alice Guidry, 
Member-at-Large

memberatlarge.sunnyside@
gmail.com

June 2014 v. 15, n. 2

Sunnyside News

Sunnyside News is published four 
times per year.  SNA encourages 

members to submit news, features or 
letters to the editor. All letters must 
be signed.  All items are subject to 

editing.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood As-
sociation assumes no responsibility 
for the statements and opinions ex-

pressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial 
views do not necessarily represent 

the official position of SNA.

Richard Goldman, Editor
newsletter.sunnyside@gmail.com

415-935-1307

A Call to Conserve Water from the 
SFPUC
 
We didn’t get enough precipitation this winter – plain and simple. The San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) is officially asking all customers 
to voluntarily reduce water use by 10%. 
Conservation is easy: turn off the faucet while brushing teeth or soaping hands; 
shorten shower time; install water-efficient showerheads and faucet aerators; 
replace older toilets and clothes washers with new water-efficient models; 
and, fix leaks.  Please visit sfwater.org/conservation for more information. The 
SFPUC offers an array of conservation assistance including free water-saving 
devices, free Water-Wise evaluations for homes, apartment buildings and 
businesses and rebates for water-efficient toilets and clothes washers.
 Everyone needs to do their part to help us stretch our limited Hetch Hetchy 
Water Supplies. Conserve today and save for tomorrow.
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Utility Boxes on Our 
Sidewalks
~Supervisor Scott Weiner

The City’s process for placing over 
700 new utility boxes in San Francisco 
neighborhoods has been the source of 
frustration, confusion, and contention 
for residents all over San Francisco. 
Recently, the Board of Supervisors 
passed legislation I authored to 
improve the process.  The legislation 
grew out of a hearing I held earlier this 
year, where we heard over two hours 
of public comment from neighbors who 
expressed serious concern about this 
broken process.

At the end of the hearing, I committed 
to working to improve this process to 
make it more community-driven and 
to lessen the impact of the boxes on 
our neighborhoods. Under state law, 
utilities have a right to place boxes on 
neighborhood sidewalks - meaning the 
City cannot ban these boxes - but local 
jurisdictions have significant leeway in 
requiring a community-based process 
and siting standards.

My legislation, for the first time, 
puts binding procedures in place to 
require early and broad outreach to 
neighborhoods, requires utilities to 
allow artwork on their boxes and plant/
maintain greening near the boxes, and 
makes meaningful efforts to place the 
boxes on private property rather than 
blocking sidewalks. Unlike the current 
process, under which utilities apply 
to put a box at a specific location and 
neighbors must react if they oppose 
the location, now utilities will have to 
bring at least two proposed locations 
to a community meeting prior to 
even submitting an application.  The 
legislation also increases standards to 
ensure that the impacts of the boxes 
on surrounding neighborhoods are 
reduced.

Circular Judson Intersection Calming 
~Jon Winston

Neighborhood networking triggered SFMTA staff to arrive at a successful solu-
tion to the traffic calming snafu at the Circular-Judson intersection. The five 
way intersection of Judson, Circular, Detroit and Paulding had been slated for 
changes since 2006 when Sunnysiders requested traffic calming in the neigh-
borhood from SFMTA’s Livable Streets subdivision. Blind corners and a steep 
hill made driving, walking and bicycling dangerous there, and it took The City 
seven years to act.
 
As red concrete islands and white stripes were installed in the intersection in 
late 2013, unforeseen problems arose. The stop sign on westbound Paulding at 
Circular was moved 
to Detroit & Judson. 
Drivers sped up 
the hill on Paulding 
and across Circular 
before stopping at 
the Judson-Detroit 
intersection. Also 
drivers traveling 
west on Circular 
could not see ve-
hicles on Paulding.  

Thanks to SNA 
Traffic and Safety 
Committee member 
Rita Evans who 
contacted SFMTA  
and Supervisor Yee’s office, as well as alerting neighbors via Nextdoor Sunny-
side, SFMTA’s Neal Patel met with neighbors and saw the problems at the site. 
Within a week, SFMTA quickly added a stop sign on Judson at the overpass 
and kept the other stop sign at Detroit. They also made striping changes to 
deter drivers from cutting the corner when turning left (eastbound) from Judson 
onto Circular. This solution has worked, traffic is calmer and everyone is safer 
and happier. Thanks to all who contacted SFMTA, participated in the on-site 
meeting, Olivia Scanlon, Supervisor Yee’s Aide for making a bad situation better 
quickly, and the SFMTA for modeling good public service.

(continued from page 1)   Sol y Luna: Healthy Nail Salon
The salons that are certified have agreed to use safer nail polish removers 
and nail polish that are free of the so-called “toxic trio” — toulene, DBP and 

formaldehyde — and have implemented safety 
measures such as having their workers use 
gloves and installing better ventilating the 
salons.

Sol y Luna Spa, on Monterey Boulevard and 
SNA Business member, has been awarded 
one of the first certifications in the City for its 
safe and healthy nail practices.  Henry and 
Alison Linh shared their new certification 
with the SNA noting that, “It is important for 
us to have the most up to date, high quality 
and safe services as possible for our clients.”  
Congratulations again to Sol y Luna.
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Safeway 
Construction 
Update
~Richard Goldman

As reported in the previous issues, 
Safeway has begun its exploration of 
underground utilities at the Monterey 
Blvd. store site. The excavated soil 
from the explorations is being stored 
in the space previously occupied by 
NextCycle recycle van until it can 
be returned to the holes, which are 
covered by metal plates. Stay tuned 
for news on the Planning Commission 
hearing to approve the design plan 
and your opportunity to weigh in and 
make public comment.

Sunnyside Wins 
Participatory 
Budget Projects
 
Participatory Budgeting (PB) is 
a democratic process in which 
community members directly decide 
how to spend part of a public budget. 
San Francisco has had its first PB, 
with District 7 allotted $160,000. This 
spring community members submitted 
many projects and an appointed civic 
committee narrowed them down to 22. 
Over 1000 District 7 residents voted 
and the results are in.  The Sunnyside 
Park Safe Access Study was awarded 
$5,000 and Sunnyside Elementary 
School will receive $12,000 for 
its makeover.  Congratulations to 
everyone who participated and 
won these valuable and worthy 
undertakings.

Driver Cited in Pedestrian Death
~Rita Evans

SNA’s Traffic and Safety Committee has been diligently making inquiries 
regarding the April 2013 death of Becky Lee in the crosswalk at Judson Avenue 
and Edna Street. Becky, a neighbor and employee at Sunnyside Elementary 
School, was hit and killed in the intersection, which is controlled by four-way 
stop signs. While the committee had difficulty getting any substantive response 
from SF Assistant District Attorney Rebecca Prozan, Pedestrian Safety Advisory 
Committee (PSAC) member Chris Coghlan was able to find out that the driver 
was indeed cited for the traffic violations of failing to yield to a pedestrian in a 
crosswalk, and driving too fast for conditions. No criminal charges will be filed 
despite Ms. Lee having been struck and killed during daylight hours on a clear 
day while in a crosswalk. In the opinion of the District Attorney’ office, the driver 
“was not criminally negligent.” 
 
At a special meeting on pedestrian safety at City Hall on January 16, which 
SFPD command staff attended, Police Chief Greg Suhr outlined a “seismic 
change” in policy and pledged that SFPD officers will now issue citations or 
arrest motorists at the scene of serious collisions involving pedestrians or 
bicyclists if the drivers are found to be at fault. The Chief also stated that the 
department would review crashes that occurred in the previous 12 months to 
determine if citations or arrests are warranted. The Traffic & Safety Committee 
asked for such a review but were informed that no criminal charges would be 
filed. The DA’s office will hire an Assistant DA dedicated to all future vehicular 
manslaughter cases. With these changes in effect, we hope that drivers who 
injure or kill pedestrians will be held accountable for their actions and will face 
consequences greater than a traffic ticket.

25 Miles Per Hour Monterey Boulevard
As reported in the last Sunnyside News, a twenty-five mile per hour speed 
limit is coming to Monterey Boulevard after the SNA joined other neighbor-
hood groups’ endorsement for a safer speed on the street. SFMTA’s Pedestrian 
Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) adopted the resolution to lower the speed 
limit from 30 to 25 mph. Supervisor Norman Yee forwarded the proposal to 
SFMTA, whose engineering team conducted a speed survey and recommended 
the change. There was no opposition to the proposal at the public hearing in 
April, after which the City Attorney prepared a resolution amending the Trans-
portation Code. The change was then approved by the MTA Board on May 20. 
All that remains is for the SFMTA sign shop to install the new speed limit signs. 
Thanks to all PSAC members including our two Sunnysiders, Jon Winston and 
Chris Coghlan.



Page 5Sunnyside News

Treasurer’s Report
Ray Kutz, Treasurer

Beginning Balance:
2/10/14  $5,133

Income: $1,557
Membership Dues
Donations
Ad Space
Interest

Expenses: $855
Newsletter & postage
Meeting Notice Cards
Postage
Meeting Expenses
P. O. Box Rental
St. Finn Barr Church Hall

Closing Balance:
6/10/14 $5,835

Sunnyside Real Estate 
Sunnyside and vicinity continue be on 
the cutting edge of the run up of real 
estate values in San Francisco. 2014’s 
first quarter brought more price 
increases in San Francisco real estate, 
with buyers bringing strong offers with 
few contingencies, and the second 
Quarter of 2014 has had low inventory. 
As of June 1, Sunnyside has only 
seen 6 new listings with 2 off-market 
(not MLS listed) sales. Two notable 
high end sales were 712 Detroit, a 
modern 4 bedroom/3 bath view home 
asking $1,239,000 sold for $1,410,000.  
And 318 Staples a 1922 detached 3 
bedroom/2 bath asking $899,000 sold 
for $1,100,000 in just 5 days. A new 
benchmark has been set for homes 
on the south side of Monterey. Thanks 
again to Darin Holwitz of McGuire Real 
Estate for the update.

Sunnyside’s Beginnings
The San Francisco & San Mateo Railroad Co. (SF & SM Railway) was the first 
electric-powered interurban trolley line in San Francisco, a tool in a shrewd 
marketing ploy developed by three German immigrant brothers: Behrend, 
Isaac and Fabian Joost. The Joost Brothers owned a large tract of land in 
what they euphemistically named Sunnyside. Realizing that their land was 
essentially worthless until they could get people to it, they started their own 

streetcar line. On December 23, 1890, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
granted the requisite franchise to the brothers. Tracks were laid from the 
Embarcadero to the San Mateo County Line by the end of July 1891. The 
train line officially opened on April 27, 1892. The route started near the Union 
Ferry Depot at the foot of Market Street. It headed south and west via Steuart, 
Harrison, Fourteenth, Guerrero and San Jose Streets to Thirtieth Street. At this 
point, passengers transferred to another trolley to continue their journey south 
to San Mateo. From Thirtieth Street, the route climbed up Chenery Street and 

descended down the hill 
into Glen Park at Diamond 
Street. The route swung 
east along Diamond Street 
where it passed over Glen 
Canyon Creek, on a trestle 
50 feet high, and then 
continued south along 
San Jose Avenue to the 
county line (photo of Glen 
Park Creek Trestle). The 
SF & SM powerhouse and 
car barn were located in 
Sunnyside, just outside of 
Glen Park, at the corner of 
Sunnyside Avenue (now 
Monterey Boulevard) and 
Circular Avenue.

From San Francisco 
Apartment Association 
archives, by Christopher P. 
Verplanck

Glen Park Creek Trestle



Phase 1 of San Jose Avenue Road Diet In Place
As reported in the last issue of Sunnyside News the Northbound San Jose Avenue & I-280 Off-Ramp Road Diet Pilot 
Project goals are to increase safety for those who walk, drive and bike along the corridor. Details of the project may be 
viewed at: http://sfmta.com/projects-planning/projects/northbound-san-jose-avenue-i-280-off-ramp-road-diet-pilot-project.

Phase 1 of the pilot project is now in place. The speed limits off of 
I-280 and on the avenue itself are reduced from 45 to 35 mph, with 
signage and electronic speed sensors in place. The left lane of the 
northbound I-280 San Jose Avenue off ramp merges into San Jose 
Avenue as it comes north through the existing tunnel.  After the tunnel, 
the northbound avenue is reduced to two lanes until Randall Street 
when a right turn pocket appears. The existing bicycle lane from the 
San Jose Avenue ramp off of eastbound Monterey Boulevard is wider, 
separated from the motorway by striping and bollards until the right-turn 
pocket at Randall Street. Project Manager is Mike Riebe, 415-701-2467, 
Mike.Riebe@sfmta.com. The pilot project will be evaluated by SFMTA in 
October to determine whether Phase 2 is needed. Stay tuned for further 
updates.

Artists in Our Midst 
An occasional column about creative Sunnysiders
~Richard Goldman
Leon Igudesman moved into his lovely Sunnyside home two years ago after searching for a safe neighborhood near 
a good school.  But his beginnings were in Russia. Leon was born into a musical family: his mother a pianist and his 
father a renowned violinist in Leningrad (now 
St. Petersburg) where he grew up one block 
from one of the world’s oldest museums, The 
Hermitage. He was destined to become a 
musical artist. 

He began his studies at age 5, and later 
graduated from the Leningrad Conservatory 
Music College.  Due to Soviet persecution 
of Jewish people, Leon and his family were 
fortunate to obtain visas and leave, first for 
Vienna, later Rome, and then the U.S. His 
first destination was Hawaii where he joined 
the Honolulu Symphony, America’s 2nd oldest 
orchestra, but after a daunting tropical storm, he 
decided to move to the mainland. He auditioned 
and was hired by San Francisco Opera’s 
legendary conductor and director Kurt Herbert 
Adler, where he has become first violinist and 
has remained for 34 years.  

Leon’s passions lie in collecting art, rare violins 
and books, and interpreting genius composers 
(he tours the U.S. and Europe frequently as a 
soloist). He also loves teaching his students, 
repairing violins and framing artwork should you 
need either of these expert services. Look for 
Leon in the orchestra pit of the SF Opera, and 
around Sunnyside walking his copper colored 
miniature poodle, Penny. We are fortunate to 
have such a distinguished artist in our midst.
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☼   SNA Annual Membership Dues  ☼
Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

is $15 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.
Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:

SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127

Name (please print) ___________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________Zip Code__________________

Phone________________________E-mail_________________________________________

Check one: Household $15 _______ or Business $25_______

Additional donation: $________       Winter 09

Donations to Sunnyside Neighborhood Association, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, are tax-deductible.
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

Time to renew? Check your address label
Send in your dues today!

Sunnyside News
Voice of the Sunnyside 

Neighborhood Association
40 Years of Neighbors 

Helping Neighbors 
1974 - 2014

Next Sunnyside 
Neighborhood 

Association Meeting

Monday, August 4 
Meeting at 7:00pm 

Location: St. Finn Barr 
Church Hall

Meet your neighbors and 
learn about

your neighborhood! 
sunnysideassociation.org

Resources You Can Use
SFPD Ingleside Police Station—www.inglesidepolicestation.com                                                        
415-404-4000 (non-emergency)

San Francisco Fire Department Neighborhood Emergency Response Team (NERT) -                      
www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?page=859           
415-970-2022

SF SAFE (Safety Awareness ForEveryone)                                                                                    
http://www.sfsafe.org/safety-tips- information/personal-safety                                                        
415-553-1984

SNA Greening Group—greensunnyside@gmail.com

Sunnyside Garden Club—ske1@pacbell.net

Friends of Monterey Boulevard—www.friendsofmontereyblvd.org

Sunnyside Playground and Recreation Center         
http://sfrecpark.org/destination/sunnyside-playground/                  
415-831-2700

Sunnyside Conservatory—www.sunnysideconservatory.org       

Sunnyside Nextdoor—www.sunnyside.nextdoor.com


