
Join us on
Monday,
August 3,
for our next
membership

meeting.
Meetings at
St. Finn Barr
Church Hall

415 Edna at Hearst
7:00 - 8:30 PM

SNA meets the first 
Monday of Febru-

ary, May, August, and 
first Monday of

October.
(Note: Fall 

meeting date 
change).

Meet your neighbors and 
hear what’s going on 
in our neighborhood.
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34 Years of Neighbors Helping Neighbors, 1975-2009
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Balboa Reservoir Project Update
~Jennifer Heggie and Rita Evans

The City is planning big changes for the Balboa Reservoir: a housing develop-
ment in the foreseeable future. Sunnyside residents have expressed concerns 
about this plan including: increased traffic congestion, more pressure on a limited 
parking supply, and possible loss of open space. The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association (SNA) is working with city agencies to ensure that these and other 
neighbor concerns are heard.

The Balboa Reservoir property refers to the lower, western sunken area that is 
bordered by Westwood Park, Ocean Avenue, City College (CCSF) and Riordan 
High School, and is cur-
rently used for CCSF 
student parking. The San 
Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission (SFPUC) 
owns the land and cur-
rently leases it to CCSF. 
The upper parking lot 
between Phelan Avenue 
and the Balboa Reservoir, 
where the new multi-use 
building sits, and where a 
performing arts center has 
been slated to be built, is 
owned by CCSF. The San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Economic and Workforce 
Development has targeted several publicly owned sites in the city for affordable 
housing. They chose the 17-acre reservoir as the first site to be studied.

Earlier this year, City representatives held public meetings to talk about last year’s 
voter-passed Proposition K which called for much-needed affordable housing. 
Neighbors, in turn, have voiced concerns about what happens to the hundreds of 
CCSF students who park in the reservoir. Other residents have expressed con-
cerns about where neighbors can safely walk, or walk their dogs. They’ve sited 
increased traffic congestion and concerns about traffic safety following the open-
ing of the Avalon and Mercy housing projects and the Phelan bus loop completion. 
They’ve asked whether the development will prevent City College from restoring 
its Ocean campus.

Recognizing the huge impact that the proposed development could have on the 
adjacent neighborhoods, District 7 Supervisor Norman Yee initiated legislation, 
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Sunnyside News is published four 
times per year.  SNA encourages 

members to submit news, features or 
letters to the editor. All letters must 
be signed.  All items are subject to 

editing.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood As-
sociation assumes no responsibility 
for the statements and opinions ex-

pressed in Sunnyside News. Editorial 
views do not necessarily represent 

the official position of SNA.

Richard Goldman, Editor
newsletter.sunnyside@gmail.com

415-935-1307

President’s Message
Dear Sunnysiders,

Summer is in full swing and it is hard 
to delight in our warmer weather as we 
remain in the midst of such a severe 
drought.  What are you doing to make a 
difference?  For many of us, we changed 
our ways back in the 1970s and figuring 
out what next to do is hard to take it to 
the next level.  I would encourage you 
to speak with your neighbors as every-
one has clever ideas.  In fact, last week 
someone mentioned that if you drop an 
ice cube on the floor, you should put it in 
plant as it is just water.  How simple and 
yet I had never thought of it.  We are also 
working with the Department of Public 
Works to make sure that our Monterey 
Boulevard Median is watered as the 
plants still need hydration even if they 
are drought resistant!

In this issue, you will find many articles about the Balboa Reservoir Housing 
Project.  As we go to print, the Balboa Reservoir Citizens Advisory Committee 
has been formed and I will be serving as the representative for our neighbor-
hood.  This process will take time to figure out what is possible (and not) to 
happen on the 17 acre parcel to meet the diverse needs of our community 
while maintaining the integrity of our neighborhood.  I am committed to engag-
ing in an open, honest and respectful dialogue and look forward to serving in 
this important role.  I would also like to ask that you encourage your neighbors 
to join the SNA as we are the official voice for this process for our neighbor-
hood.

Finally, I would like to again encourage you to get involved with the SNA.  
There is a small handful of committed volunteers who take on quite a bit on be-
half of all of us.  Would you like to work on this year’s Halloween Party (which 
we will be hosting on October 31 in the daytime), write an article for the news-
letter, help with the greening and weeding of our open space areas or is there 
something else you would like to propose?  Please reach out to us! We need 
each other.

Thank you so much for being members and being engaged.  I look forward to 
seeing you around the neighborhood.

Happy Summer,
Lisa Spinali
SNA President

The membership directory database has been 
updated. Please check the “paid thru” date on 

the label to ensure information and 
expiration date are accurate.

g f
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passed by the Board and signed by the Mayor, to form a Balboa Reservoir Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) to include 
nine members. They include:
• Lisa Spinali, President of the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association or her designee
• Kate Favetti, President of the Westwood Park Neighborhood Association or her designee
• Maria Pica, resident of Oceanview/Merced/Ingleside (OMI) and D7 Supervisor Yee appointee
• Brigitte Davilla, Trustee of CCSF and D7 Supervisor Yee appointee 
• Robert Muehlbauer, Chair, Balboa Park Station CAC, D7 Supervisor Yee appointee 
• Howard Chung, Ocean Avenue Association Board member, and D7 Supervisor Yee appointee 
• Rebecca Lee, Member of the SFPUC CAC, and Mayor Lee appointee
• Christine Godinez, Lick-Wilberding High School, and Mayor Lee appointee 
• Jon Winston, member SNA, SF Bike Coalition, SF Pedestrian Safety Advisory Committee and owner of ‘Friends of 

Monterey Blvd’ blog.

At its quarterly membership meeting in May, SNA asked interested members to join a new SNA Balboa Reservoir Com-
mittee (SNA BRC). This committee has been collecting information, contacting city staff, and reaching out to neighbors, 
developed a survey to better understand residents’ priorities and concerns, and organized a special informational meet-
ing June 29 - see accompanying article. If you are interested in helping SNA play an active part in the planning process, 
please contact BRC.SNA@gmail.com, and join our effort.

Balboa Reservoir Project Update    contued from page 1

SNA Hosts Balboa Reservoir Meeting
~Jennifer Heggie and Rita Evans

SNA hosted a special informational meeting on June 29 about the Balboa Reservoir site. City representatives described 
the planning process for the proposed housing development on the site and SNA President Lisa Spinali facilitated the 
meeting. The more than 80 people attending heard Mike Martin of the Mayor’s Office of Economic and Workforce De-
velopment and Jeremy Shaw of the Planning Department speak about city’s affordable housing program and the Public 
Lands for Housing (PLH) program, both of which are based on the voter-passed Proposition K’s goal of constructing an 
additional 30,000 housing units by 2020. 

The 17 acre SFPUC-owned Balboa Reservoir site is the first of several publicly owned properties in the city targeted for 
development under PLH. The SFPUC has not identified a need for the reservoir for drinking water, and during the envi-
ronmental review process, the SF Fire Department will weigh in on whether the site is needed for emergency purposes. 
The SFPUC is legally required to obtain fair market value for the property and is assessing whether to sell the property or 
enter into a long-term lease.

A Request for Proposal (RFP) for development will be shaped by public input and will broadly describe objectives for the 
development, which may include housing, open space, and other amenities. The RFP is slated to be issued by early next 
year, 2016. After the RFP is issued, developers submit proposals  with specifics in terms of the number and type of hous-
ing units, and amount and type of open space, parking, and other amenities. The proposals will be reviewed by The City 
in early 2016, with one selected as finalist. The selected proposal will in turn be subject to further refinement and changes 
including public input and several rounds of approval.

Throughout the process, the CAC is expected to be the primary conduit of information to and from neighbors and city 
agencies. Mike and Jeremy indicated that public workshops would be held in 2016 and 2017.

Transportation concerns including traffic congestion and parking were recognized as critical, and SFMTA will be work-
ing with the Mayor’s Office and the Planning Department on these issues. From prior meetings, the city has learned how 
valued CCSF is to residents, and will be working with CCSF on traffic and other issues. Also the history of ballot measures 
in the 1990’s related to the reservoir property was reviewed, when several attempts to zone the property for single-family 
housing all failed. 

Results of the SF Planning’s surveys to identify the most desired community amenities were presented, and a question 
and answer period followed. Among the questions, and answers were the following:

Q: Can preference be given to existing SF residents for affordable housing units? 
A: While it’s long been assumed that this would be a violation of Fair Housing laws, it is being investigated.

Continued on page 4



Q: How can the City ensure that whatever is developed is properly maintained? 
A: The city can invoke a fee that is paid by the developer, no matter what type of housing is built. 

Q: Will the development hurt CCSF? 
A: The city wants to work with CCSF on issues such as parking. They are open to considering student or faculty housing 
as part of the RFP. They can work with the college as it develops its master plan but cannot dictate anything. 

Q: How much market rate housing? 
A: Market rate is slated at 50% of total. The project will need that much in order to allow for significant percentage of af-
fordable housing and amenities, unlike low-income housing, where there are few federal or state programs available for 
subsidies for moderate income affordable housing.

Q: Is very low-income housing being planned? 
A: No. There are other city sites being developed to address very low-income housing.

Q: How will fire trucks get to Sunnyside if there’s more congestion? 
A: The City responded that fire department vehicles from the station at Ocean and Phelan are finding it easier to reach 
Sunnyside by using the extra space provided by the recently created bike lanes along Phelan Avenue.

SNA’s Survey Results

Of the 81 people attending the meeting. 85% of those attending returned an SNA survey indicating their key concerns 
and desired amenities for the site.  Surveys were multi-lingual with a Cantonese interpreter also available. The purpose of 
providing this new, non-planning department survey was to identify concerns that may have not been voiced already and 
to gauge which concerns are uppermost for this neighborhood for our representation on the CAC. 

Survey results show the primary concern is congestion, followed by parking, and then affordable housing. Congestion 
ranked twice as high a concern as affordable housing. Secondary concerns were led by parking and then the impact to 
community activities and safety issues. The largest number of “other concerns” was associated with City College interests. 
For amenities, the majority of the attendees would like to see the reservoir kept as open space available for multiple uses. 
Also scoring high was using the reservoir for parking, giving the land to City College for multiple uses, constructing afford-
able housing and providing walking paths and trails.
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Sunnyside Real Estate Report
~Darin Holwitz

The second quarter of 2015 had a staggering increase in property values. Eleven of the twelve sales in Sunnyside were 
over 1 million dollars! Six single family homes sold for $1.25 million or higher 150 Joost closed for $2.06 million - making 
it the first Sunnyside sale to break the two million dollar benchmark. 250 Detroit sold for 45% over the $999,000 asking at 
$1.45 million. The median Sunnyside sales price was $1.193 million.

The table below shows the Sunnyside 2015 fourth quarter sales data.

 ADDRESS                    BD       BA        DOM ASK  SOLD
219 Gennessee  St 2 1 11 699,000 975,000
431 Staples Ave 4 1 18 799,000 1 million
393 Melrose Ave 2 2 13 875,000 1.025 million
363 Joost Ave  3 2 26 849.000 1.125 million
323 Flood Ave  3 1  7 899,000 1.135 million
19   Foerster St  3 1  9 888,000 1.136 million
295 Mangels Ave 3 1.5  4 899,000 1.250 million
455 Melrose Ave 3 2 24 975,000 1.250 million
335 Staples Ave 4 2 13 1.259 m 1.387 million
531 Mangels Ave 4 2.5  8 1.149 m 1.4 million
250 Detroit St  3 2 25 999,000 1.45 million
150 Joost Ave  3 2.5 11 1.495 m 2.060 million

Bicycling Safety
~Jon Winston

If you have observed the river of riders flowing along Market Street during commute hours, it is obvious that there is a bike 
boom happening in San Francisco. People are learning that getting around by bike can be a healthy, convenient and safe 
alternative to driving or public transportation for many local trips, most of which less than three miles in length.

Wait. Bicycling is safe?  It’s true: For every million miles traveled on a bike there are .26 fatalities, while the same amount 
of driving kills .47 people. Yes, you are only half as likely to be killed riding a bike as you would be driving a car. (http://
www.ohiobike.org/misc/CyclingIsSafeTLK.pdf)  

Still, while it’s less likely that you will be killed on a bike, there is still a chance that you will fall, injure a pedestrian or be 
injured by a car or the factors. Fortunately, these mishaps are almost entirely preventable if you follow some simple safety 
tips.

Before riding, do an equipment safety check. Make sure your tires are properly inflated. Low tires can give you a “pinch 
flat” when you roll over a big bump and with less traction the wheel can go out from under you in a sharp turn. Most bikes 
need about 60psi but some need more. Ask your bike mechanic what’s best for yours. 

Check the brakes to make sure you get full braking power without squeezing the lever all the way. 

Use lights. Make sure the batteries in your front and rear lights are fully charged. It is illegal and dangerous to ride without 
lights after dark. Wearing reflective leg straps is also a good way to stay more visible and keep you pants being stained by 
the chain.

Some studies have shown that if you fall off a bicycle at a certain speed and hit your head a helmet can reduce your risk 
of serious head injury but there are reasoned arguments on both sides of the helmet argument. Bike deaths due to head 
trauma are exceedingly rare in European cities where biking is much more prevalent as is riding bare-headed . There are 
currently no laws requiring bike helmets, but if you are new to urban riding, it’s a very good idea to wear a helmet.

Once you’re on the road, remember– cyclists have all of the rights and responsibilities of drivers. Obey the traffic laws. 
“Drive” your bike as you would a car, giving and taking right of way at intersections and at crosswalks. Always make eye 

Continued on page 7



Page 6 July 2015 v. 16, n. 2

Treasurer’s 
Report
~Ray Kutz, Treasurer

Beginning Balance:
4/1/15    $6,153

Income:      $694
Membership Dues 
Donations

Expenses:     $740
Meeting Notices  
News Letter  
Postage 
Meeting Expenses 
St. Finn Barr Church Hall
Greening Committee

Closing Balance:
7/1/15    $6,107

Early Sunnyside Activism
~Amy O’Hair

The first residents of Sunnyside had a job of making the neighborhood a livable 
place. During the first years after lots went on sale here in 1891, they lacked 
many of the most basic things we take for granted now—street lights, a school 
for their children, sewers, and a reliable source of water, to name a few. Not 
that they weren’t resilient and self-reliant—many people had milk cows in their 
yards, wells in the back with tall windmills to power the pump, and horse carts 
to get themselves from place to place. But they regularly gathered together and 
went to City Hall to submit petitions to get their fair share of city funds for neigh-
borhood improvements.

Getting a schoolhouse was an issue for many years. After asking that one be 
built, the city made some provision by opening a one-room school in 1896 at 
115 Flood Avenue (now 143). Soon it was too crowded, given the large number 
of families. The Board of Education promised a building over and over, but not 
until 1909 did they actually build one at the school’s current location.

Several men led the way. John A. Johnson, a stonecutter who lived at 503 Edna 
and had five children, campaigned hard for a school. Eugene Dasse (pro-
nounced das-say) owned a hall big enough for neighborhood meetings at 26 
Circular (now a newer building, at 56 Monterey). John Barrett, a carpenter who 
led the Sunnyside Improvement Club, lived at 317 Hearst (now 339).

To facilitate neighborhood activism and community, Sunnyside even had its own 
monthly newsletter called “The Sunnyside Truth,” which in 1897 the SF Chron-
icle noted was a “very artistic lithographic production, with handsomely colored 
outside” [25 Dec. 1897].

In the next issue: more on these early years, including the efforts to get roads 
built that would connect isolated Sunnyside to other areas of the city.



☼   SNA Annual Membership Dues  ☼
Membership in the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

is $20 per year for households and $25 per year for businesses.
Make checks payable to SNA, and send to:

SNA, PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127

Name (please print) ___________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________Zip Code__________________

Phone________________________E-mail_________________________________________

Check one: Household $20 _______ or Business $25_______

Additional donation: $________       Summer 15

Donations to Sunnyside Neighborhood Association, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, are tax-deductible.
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Bicycling Safety - continued from page 5

contact with others, signal your intentions and remember– 
pedestrians always have the right of way! 

Stay off the sidewalks. It might seem safer to separate yourself 
from the cars when there is no bike lane but it is actually more 
dangerous than riding in the street and it is inconsiderate and 
dangerous to people on the sidewalk. 

Ride in a straight, predictable path. The law says you must 
ride “as close as practicable to the right shoulder or curb.” This 
does not mean that you should hug the curb and dart out into 
car traffic to get around parked cars. Stay at least four feet 
away from parked cars to avoid being “doored.” Drivers are 
required to pass cyclists no closer than three feet away so if 
the lane is too narrow for you and a car to ride side by side, 
you are allowed full use of the lane.

Take a bicycle safety class. The San Francisco Bicycle 
Coalition has free urban bicycling classes taught by a League 
of American Bicyclists certified instructor. From teaching you to 
ride a bike, to introduction to urban biking to on-street practice, 
these classes are highly recommended. (www.sfbike.org)

Probably the most important rule when riding in traffic is the 
one that is not in the vehicle code: The Golden Rule. Make eye 
contact. Be courteous. Be nice to pedestrians and motorists. 
Smile. Say (or mouth) “thank you”. It’s the Big City. We all have 
to live here together so let’s get along, no matter how we get 
around.

The membership directory database has been updated, please check the “paid 
thru” date on the label to ensure information and expiration date are accurate.g f
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Unity Plaza Takes Shape
~Ray Kutz

Changes continue to happen on Ocean Avenue.  Mercy Housing and Bernal Heights Neighborhood Coalition’s 1100 
Ocean Avenue housing development was recently completed with residents moving into their new units. The project 
might not appear finished however, because of the fence in front of the apartments with more changes in store as the final 
phase to construct, landscape, and install art in Unity Plaza takes place.

Unity Plaza will include a row of trees, benches, pedestrian level lighting, a domed play structure and photography 
displays depicting the history of the area.  The plaza space is 210 feet long and 65 feet wide. Artistic pavement will be 
installed on most of the area and will it 
be fully accessible, and will serve as a 
hub connecting businesses, residents, 
schools, City College and MUNI.  The 
plaza could also host community events 
such as street fairs and a farmers market.

Transformation will begin early September 
with anticipated completion by June 2016.  
This project is part of the Balboa Park 
Station Area Plan, in conjunction with the 
SFMTA and Mayor’s Office of Economic 
and Workforce Development plaza 
advisory committee.  The committee has 
met quarterly since August 2012 to assist 
the project team to develop the plaza 
design. For more details and rendering of 
the Unity Plaza project go to https://www.sfmta.com/projects-planning/projects/unity-plaza

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 27615
San Francisco, CA 94127

Time to renew?  
Check the “paid thru” on your address label!

Send in your dues today!


